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UNITED STATES

1,702,789

PATENT OFFlCE

ARTHUB H. MEMMLER, OF
‘ FILE
 Application filed Fébfua’i'y

_This invention relates to file cases for the
filing and storage of drawings, prints, deli-
cate l‘mos and sheet fabrics of a similar na-
ture, "In United States Patents Nos. 1,185,-
310 and 1,165,108, granted to me, I have dis-
closed a ﬁle case and drawing holder for this
purpose. The primary ob]ect of my present
invention is to provide a file case having -
‘various new and novel improved features
not disclosed in my said patents.
"My Patent No. 1,135,310 discloses a file
case. with ‘an overhead " track on which is
‘mounted for traveling movement a plurahty
of depending suppmts having file carrier
frames pivoted thereto. - My plesent Inven-
tlon provides a similar overhead track and

- supports but mounts the pivoted ‘carrier
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frames on carriages movable on the supports

tr ‘mgvelsely of the overhead track. Such a
construction ‘permits each support to be
moved individually-out of the group of sup-
ports and their frames to a position where
the same can be conveniently manipulated:
It is"an object of my invention. to prov1de

5 such an improved construction.

A tarther object of the invention is to pro-
vide an’ improved carrier frame and im-
proved means cooperating therewith for re-
mombly’,s'ﬂpporting several individual file
hoiders thereon and for clearly indicating
the contents of each holder. :

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved file case of the above stated
type, which is particularly adapted for usein
‘combination with a vault.

With the above and other ob]ects n view,
as will hereinafter appear, my invention con-
sists in the features of construction and
opela tion set forth in the following specifi-

cation and illustrated in the accompanying
ch awings. In such drawings annexed hereto
and founm? a part of this- specification, I
have illustrated certain specific embodiments
‘of my invention, but it will be understood
that the invention can be otherwise embodied
and that the drawings are not to be construed

ag defining or limiting the scope of the in-

“yention, the claims appended to. the spemﬁ—
“cation belnd relied upon for that purpose.
- Referring to the figures of the drawing '
 Figure 11s a fragmentary elevation of my
‘improved file ¢ase showing- the file holders

SACRAMENTO CALIFORNIA.
CASE. '
15, 1926. Serial No. 88, 214,

in'end elevatlon, one file carrier frame belng
shown 1in the ‘closed p051t10n and another i in
the open position. =
~ Figure 2 is a sectlonal view ta,ken on hne
II——II of Fig. 1

Figure 8 1sa like view but showmg the
parts in another position.. =~ =

Figure 4 isa view taken on hne IV—IV of
Flo' 1.

Fi igure 5 isa sectlondl view through a vault
showmw my invention mounted theérein.

Flﬂrure 6is a fragmentary sectlonal v1eW
taken on line VI—VT of Tig. 1. L

- Figure 7 is an end perspective view of one
of the tubular drawing holders:

‘Figure 8'is a fraumentary sectlonal view
taken on line VIII—VIII of Fi ig. 4o

In the drawings, 1 indicates the two co-
operating pmtlons of an overhead track,
whichi p01t10ns can be ‘secured to an gver-
head support such as the ceiling 2 of a vault.
‘A plurality of hangers 3, ‘each hanger in-
cluding two. downwardly extendmo port1ons
or- plwtes ‘4, are slidably mounted on the
track portlons 1. Two track members 5, rela-
tively spaced vertically and extending trans-
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versely of the track I1,:are’ mounted on the

plates 4 by means of bolts 6.- Each of these
track members may be formed of two chan-
nel bars placed in face to facé’contact and
held in such position by rivets 7 and screws
8. ‘Roller bearings 9 are mounted on the
‘screws 8. A slot 10 is provided centrally
through the bottom of each track member. -

A pair of channel bar members 11 like the
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members. ‘5 are hunge from the members 5

"by. means of I-bars 12 the I-bars extending
upwardly through the slots 10 in the mem-
bers. 5 and- downwardly through like slots
in the members 11. The top and bottom faces
‘of ;each I-bar engages respectively against

90

the bottoms and tops of the rollers 9 in the -

membels 5 and 11. The inner faces of the I-

95

bar flanges are supported on ball bearings .

13. Studs 14 are provided for preventing the
‘balls 18 from escaping from the channel bars.

rear plates'17,1is mounbed on the two channel
‘bar: members 11 by bolts ‘18 and 19. - A file
‘carrier frame 20 is. pivoted to. the carriage
15 at 21 and is movable about the pivot to
the vertical and horizontal pos1t19ns illus-

A carriage ‘including front plates 16 and
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trated in Fig. 1. The frame is held in the
vertical position by a pair of spring latches
99 and its swinging movement is limited by
engaging against the plates 17. While I have
illustrated the frame as adapted to swing to
a horizontal position, it will of course be un-
derstood that the swinging movement there-
of can be limited to any other angular posi-
tion desired, as for example, that shown in
my afore-mentioned Patent No. 1,135,310.

The carrier frame 20 is adapted to receive
and hold therein a plurality of file holders
923, each file holder being adapted to hold a
plurality of fabrics or drawings such as dis-
closed in my co-pending application Serial
No. 88,215, filed February 15, 1926. The
frame 1s provided with end flanges 24 and
95 and horizontally extending. flanges or
shelves 26. Each holder 23 is adapted to be
placed within the frame on a flange 26, the
rear end of the holder engaging within the
flange 24. The front end of the holder is
stepped at 27 and provided with a hole 28
therein for receiving the pin 29 of a spring
latch 80. These spring latches are mounted
on the end flange 25 as seen in Fig. 1.

A plate 31 extends along the flange 25
vearwardly of the latches 30 and an opening
32 is provided therein opposite each file
holder receiving position. A slot 31’ is pro-
vided rvearwardly of the plate 31 for receiv-
ing an index strip. This strip is marked at
positions which appear through the openings
32 in a manner clearly indicating the con-
tents of each file holder, and with numerals

corresponding to the numerals on the ends

of the respecive file holders. The carrier 20
and track members 5 are provided with

flanges 83 .and 33’ on their rear faces for

spacing the same from the adjacent frame
and the carrier has a flange 34 on its front

end providing a handle.
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The use of my improved file case may be

briefly indicated as follows. The track 1 can

be supported in any manner desired, as for
example, it may be secured to the ceiling of
a vault or safe 35 as seen in Fig. 5, or several
tracks can be arranged in tiers either verti-
cally or horizontally or both. The track 1
extends transversely of the opening 36 into
the vault, whereby the ends of the file holders
having index numerals thereon and their
corresponding indicating strips are seen
through the safe opening. It will be under-
stood that several carrier frames 20 and their
supporting carriages are mounted on the
track 1 closely adjacent each other. In the
normal storage position, the carrier frames
are held in the vertical position by the latches
29, the drawings, or other fabrics 87 having
their ends secured in the holders 23 and
hanging downwardly in overlapping rela-
tion as illustrated. It should also be partic-
ularly noted that the plates 4 carrying the
frames are so mounted on tracks 1 that no

1,702,789

lateral movement of the frames is permitted
whereby a frame might interfere with its
adjacent frames.

When it is desired to secure a drawing, the
frame holding such drawing is drawn out-
wardly to the position shown in broken lines
in Fig. 5. The arrangement of the channel
and I-bars, shown in Figs. 2 and 3, permits
such movement as will be understood. Such
movement is limited by the balls 13 and studs
14.  TIn the outwardly drawn position the
frame is firmly supported by these bars and
the roller and ball bearings 9 and 13.” When
the desired frame is drawn outwardly free
from the other frames, the latches 22 are
lifted and the frame. permitted to pivot to
the horizontal position. In this position the
drawings of each holder hang downward in-
dependently in a manner permitting any
holder to be removed without interference.

For the purpose of accommodating fabrics
and drawings of varying lengths, I prefer-
ably provide holders 23 varying in length.
For example, I may construct holders 30
inches long, 24 inches long, 18 inches long,
ete. Independent frames of a length to re-
ceive these different holders can be provided,
or the 30 inch frame such as shown in the
drawing can be provided with means for also
holding the tubes 23 of shorter lengths. In
Fig. 4 I have illustrated means for serving
this purpose. :

A metal strip 88 is secured to the frame 20
six inches from the flange 24. This strip is
notched at 39 at each tube holding position.
A clip 40 is secured to each notch, where it is
desired to support a short tube. This clip
is provided with a flange 41 and is secured in
place by bending a pair of fingers 42 around
the strip. When secured in place, the same is
adapted to support a tube in the manner in-
dicated in Fig. 8, the flange 41 supporting the
tube in the same manner as the flange 24.

It will therefore be seen that my inven-
tion provides an improved file case wherein
drawings and like fabrics can be stored in a
vault in a very compact and classified ar-
rangement. And the mechanism further-
more provides means for readily selecting
any drawing desired and for very readily
getting such drawing without inconvenience
or interference with the other files stored.
The improved system saves time, space, and
patience, and keeps the drawings flat. No
special index is needed,-for the index marks
cooperating with the ends of the files, are
in plain view and discernible from the dis-
tance that the index marks at 32 are legible.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim is: o

1. A file case comprising the combination
of an overhead track, a ptiurality of down-
wardly extending hangers slidably mounted
thereon to move longitudinally thereof, a car-
riage mounted to shde on each hanger trans-
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versely of the track, a carrier frame adapted
to support a plurality of file holders, pivoted
one to each carriage for movement from a
vertical position toward a horizontal position,
and means for retaining the framesin the ver-
tical position and limiting the pivotal move-
ment thereof. :

2. A file case comprising the combination
of an overhead track, a plurality of down-
wardly extending hangers slidably mounted
thereon to move longitudinally thereof, a car-
riage mounted to slide on each hanger trans-
versely of the track, a carrier frame one for
each carriage pivoted to each carriage for
movement from a vertical position toward a
horizontal position, means for retaining the
frames in the vertical position and limiting

.the pivotal movement thereof, and a plural-

ity of file holders carried by each carrier
frame. ;
3. A file case comprising the combination

-of an overhead track, a plurality of down-

wardly extending hangers slidably mounted
thereon longitudinally thereof, a- carriage
mounted to siide on each hanger transversely
of the track, a carrier frame one for each car-
riage pivoted to each carriage for movement
from a vertical position toward a horizontal
position, means for retaining the frames in the
vertical position and limiting the pivotal
movement thereof, and means for removably
supporting a
carrier frame. -

4. A file case comprising the combination
of an overhead track, a plurality of down-
wardly extending hangers slidably mounted
thereon to move longitudinally thereof, an I-
bar hung for longitudinal movement along

each hanger, a carriage hung for longitudi-

nal sliding movement along the I-bar, the
I-bar extending transversely of the said track
and movable across the same, a carrier frame
pivoted to each carriage for movement from
a vertical position toward a horizontal posi-
tion, and means for retaining the frames
in the vertical position and limiting the piv-
otal movement thereof.

5. A file case comprising the combination:

of’ an overhead track, a plurality of down-
wardly extending hangers slidably mounted
thereon for movement longitudinally thereof,
a pair of relatively spaced I-bars hung for
longitudinal sliding movement along . each
hanger, a carriage hung for longitudinal slid-
ing movement along each pair of I-bars, the
I-bars extending and slidable transversely of
said track, a carrier frame pivoted to each car-
riage for movement from a vertical position

plurality of file holders on the

3

toward a horizontal position, and means for
retaining the frames in the vertical position
and limiting the pivotal movement thereof.

6. In combination, a carrier frame mount-
ed for pivotal movement from a vertical po-
sition toward a horizontal position, a plural-
ity of horizontal supporting shelves disposed
along the intermediate portion of the frame
and terminating short of the ends of the same

“for ‘respectively supporting a plurality of

substantially  cylindrical file holders, and
means carried by the frame and cooperating
individualy with the holders for removably
holding the same in the frame in all of its
pivoted positions. ) '

7. In combination, a carrier frame, means
extending along the sides of the frame and
removably supporting a plurality of file hold-
ers, a plate extending along one side of the
frame and provided with a longitudinal slot
adapted to receive a continuous index strip,
said plate being provided at intervals with
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openings communicating with the said slot -

and exposing the index strip at the points
where the file holders are supported.

8. In combination, a carrier frame, means
extending along the sides of the frame for
rethovably supporting a plurality of file
holders in the frame in horizontal position, a
strip extending across the frame between the
sald holding means and in spaced relation
with the same and provided at intervals with

‘recesses, and a clip adapted to be arranged at

the said recesses and embracing the strip and
provided with a flange adapted to engage one
end of a file holder for retaining the same in
engagement with one of the said file holding
means. o

9. In combination, spaced overhead track
members, a plurality of hangers extending
across the space between the track members
and supported by and slidable along the same
and having depending portions, a carriage
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slidably mounted on each hanger and movable -

transversely of the track members, and a file

carrier frame carried by each carriage.
10. In combination, spaced overhead track

members, a plurality of hangers extending

across the space between the track members -

and supported by and slidable along the same
and having depending portions, a carriage
slidably mounted on each hanger and movable

“trangversely of the track members, and a file

carrier frame pivoted to each carriage for
movement from a vertical position towards a

horizontal position.

' ARTHUR H. MEMMLER.
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