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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWIN M. LEBKICHER, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia, State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Felt Hats; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref. 
erence being had to the annexed drawings, 
making part hereof. 
The nature of my invention willfully appear 

from the following specification and claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of my stiffened lining; Fig. 2, a vertical 
sectional view of my hat after the rim is stiff. 
ened, showing the soft body; Fig. 3, a similar 
view of my finished hat, the heavy black line 
around the inside of the crown or body repre 
senting the stiffened lining stuck or adhering 
to the crown. 
A is the inside lining, of gossamer or other 

suitable material, stiffened with shellac or other 
desirable stiffening agent. B represents the 
felt rim, stiffened with shellac, and forming 
part of the soft crown C, being in one piece 
there with. 

I make my lining A as follows: The gossa 
mer is stiffened in sheets of various sizes by 
being dipped in shellac and varnished with the 
same upon one side or face. We call this var 
nish “seed-lac warnish.’ Ttis made from shellac. 
I then take a block of the same shape as the 
crown of the hat which I propose to line and 
cover it with What is known to hat-manufac 
turers as a “felt stocking;” then, cutting some 
strips or pieces of gossamer from the sheet, I 
press them around and over this block with a 
hot finishing-iron. I prefer to use two pieces 
of gossamer, one to pass around the sides of 
the block and one for the crown proper. The 
action of the hot iron is to soften the shellac 
and to unite the edges of the gossalmer pieces 
together, the shellac being sticky in a soft 
state, and also to conform the whole to the 
shape of the block. The lining thus formed is 
allowed to cool. The warnished side of the 
gossalmer is kept on the outside. When cool 
it is hard and in condition to receive its felt 
covering. I then take a hat-body of felt, the 
rim of which has been stiffened with shellac 
in the usual way, the body or crown to be lined 

being soft, and draw the crown down over the 
lining as it rests upon the block. After draw 
ing it down tightly I take a hot finishing-iron 
and carefully iron over the whole surface of 
the crown or body, top, and sides. This makes 
the body of felt even and smooth and softens 
the shellac in the lining and the varnish there 
on, and the latter sticks to the inner surface 
of the felt and makes it adhere to the lining. 
The felt rim is then ironed up with a hot iron 
and shaped. The lower edges of the lining 
are trimmed off evenly, and the hat is ready 
to be trimmed. 
As, through my invention, it is not neces 

sary to charge the body of the hat to stiffen it, 
there is no possibility of the shellac going 
through and destroying the color of the hat, or 
in anywise affecting it, and the body is not so 
liable to break. If it should break it can be 
quickly and easily ironed into shape again in 
the same manner as a silk hat. 

I can use one or more pieces of gossamer in 
shaping my lining, or it may be of several 
thicknesses where great stiffness and strength 
are desired. Thin felt may be stiffened and 
used in place of the gossamer lining, or muslin 
or other suitable substance may be used. 

I am well aware that pull-overs have been 
heretofore used having a gossamer-stiffened 
rim and crown or body; but such a rim is too 
stiff and unyielding for comfort in wearing, 
stiffened felt being much more accommodating 
to the head; and I do not claim the pull-over 
as my invention. 
The felt body may be pulled down over the 

lining closely and not stuck thereto, and in 
this case I make my lining of several layers of 
gossamer to secure stiffness. 
I am aware of the Letters Patent of the 

United States heretofore granted, No. 219,257, 
dated September 2, 1879, and I do not claim 
anything described in the same, the object of 
my invention being to support a soft felt crown 
by means of a hard and stiff lining, which in 
every case conforms to the exact shape of the 
felt crown, and is only so much smaller than 
the crown as to fit snugly within the same. 
My first clause of claim, as will be hereinafter 
seen, is intended to cover such a construction 
when the said lining is stuck to the felt crown, 
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and the second when the crown is pulled down 
closely over it, whether pasted to it or not. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Liet 

5 ters Patent, is 
1. As a new article of manufacture, a felt 

hat composed of the combination of a felt rim 
stiffened with shellac, or its equivalent, a soft 
felt crown or body in one piece with the rim, 

Io and an inner contained stiffened lining to the 
body to which the latter is stuck, the said 
lining conforming to the shape of and touch 
ing the inside of the felt crown in every part, 
whereby the soft felt body is retained in shape, 

I5 substantially as described. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a felt 
hat composed of the combination of a feltrim 
stiffened with shellac, or its equivalent, a soft 
felt crown or body in one piece with the rim, 
and an inner contained stiffened lining to the 20 
body to hold the latter in shape, the said 
lining conforming to the shape of and touch 
ing the inside of the felt crown in every part, 
substantially as described. 

EDWIN MI, LEBKCEER, 

Witnesses: 
GEO. E. BUCKLEY, 
WI. E. CARSON. 

  


