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To all whom il may concern: _ »

Be it known that we, Earn WoopworTit,
Many J. Ovrwarer, and Eva Hovpe, citizens
of the United States, residing at Leonidas,
in the county of Sto Joseph and State of
Michigan, have invented a new and nseful

“Mail-Bag Holder; and we do hereby declare

the following io be a Tull, clear, and exact
deseription of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art fo which it
appertains to make and tse the same.

This invention relates to a new and u=eful
device Tor eatehing or veceiving mail pouches
er bags from fast woving trains, and in
which novel features, of construetion are
invelved. .

The main objecet of the invention is to pro-

vide a simple, efficient and practical device:

of this character for firmly holding the mail
potich or hag when received.

A further objeet of the invention is to
provide outstanding yieldably mounted arms
for hngging ihe nmil poneh, untit pulled
from {he holder of the mail car, there heing
a short yieldably mounted arm, which is
passed by the mail pouch when it contacts
with thefirst mentioned avims, and when the
pouch is prlled from the holder of the mail
car, the, fivst mentioned arms spring back in
position, in ovder that the short arin wiil
assist in loeking and holding the mail pouch
in position between the first mentioned arms
and the short arm.  These arns ave carried
by stationary posts adjacent each: side of the
vaitrond track, the first mentioned arms
being hinged to one side of the post, tuere
being three or more of them, while the short
arm and additional arm of the same jength
as the first m.ationed arms hinged (o the
other side of the post. The additional arm
is moved out of ils normal position by the
mail pouch and assists the short arm in
holding the mwail pouch when caught.

The main object for providing yielding
means Tor the arws is to perwit them t6 yield
under the force »f the mail bag or poueh.
These yieldably meunted arms ave shown in
the drawings as being cavried by a station-
ary post for receiving the mail pouch from
a moving train, but it is to be understood

that similar arms may be carried by the train,.

for catching a mail pouch from the station-
ary.holder on the side of the traclt. In the
drawings, however, there is only-disclosed
one form of the present invention, but in
practical fields this form may require alter-

ations, 1o which the applicants are entitled,
provided the alterations are comprehended
Ly the appended elaims, :

The invention comprises further features 60
and combination of parts, as hereinafter
set  forth, shown .in the drawings, and
claimed: . - .

1n the drawings :—Figure I is a view in
perspective showing the application of the 65
mail receiving or eatching deviee, the same
heing constructed in aceordance with the ime
vention, Fig 2 is a plan view showing the
vieldably mounted arms for fivst catehing the
mail pouch, in-the act of pulling the pouch 70
from the holder of the mail car. Fig. 3 is
a view similar to Figo 2, showing the pouch
el the arms Tor tirst eatehing the pauch
thrown back in  thelr normal * positions,
witerchy a <hort aror assists in holding the 75
poteh eaughi. Figo 4 is an enlarged per-
spective view of the mail reeeiving or catch-
ink deviee. - =

Referring more especially to the annexed
drawings. 1 designates the nsual form of 80
mzil pouch holder, which is awried by the
moving wail ear, and which may be thrown
onl of opevative position, when not being
used. as shown in dotred lines in Figs 10
This wail pouch helder iz mounted in 85
order to yviell against the action of (the
spring 2. The muil bag or poneh is sus-
pended between the hooks 3 of the holder.
This holder is of the wsual construction,
{herefore the ~aowe will forin ne part of the 90
present invention, )

Frectod on the side of the railroad track
i a stmiiemeey apricht pest o Seenred to
e peost on one ~ide s o done arm 3, and a
short arin 6. eoed conneeting hetween these 99
arins wre e springs Toand S0 Hhinged at
o, it aied i on the other side of the post
are three Jong avms 120 13 and 1L Tor-
sjopal sprivgs 13, 16 and 17 are connected
between the arns 12013 amd 1 and the post, 100
by tserns of the eyes 15 and I The arms
5 amd 6 are curved onoan oare of a ebrele
towarid the arns 12, 15 and 11 while the
arms 12013 ad U ooee simiacly carved, but
tovward the ars o od 6. - 108

By nzeans of the springs 1016 and 17, the
avie 120 13 e b ave permitted to yield
wuder the force of the hlow of the mail
potel, and when the arms 12,13 and 4 fly
Back in position, the arms 5 and 6 assist in 110
limiring their movements.  However, when

the srm= 12, 13 and 1+ fly back in position, .
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the arms 5 and 6 slightly.yield under the
force of the blow of the arms 12, 13 and 14.
The arms 5 and 6, as was hereinbefore stated
assist in holding the mail pouch after being
caught by the arms 12, 13 and 14. When

the mail pouch is caught, it is held between |

the arms 12, 13 and 14 and the arms 5 and 6.

From the foregoing. it will be clearly evi-
dent that there has been devised a novel,
efficient and practical device for catching
mail pouches from moving trains, and one
which is found to fully answer the purpose:

"The invention having been set forth, what
is claimed as new and useful is:

1. In combination, a stationary post, a
plurality of spring tensioned arms hinged
to one side. of the post adapted to yield

under the force of the blow of the mail bag
for pulling the same from a moving car,

and a short and a long arm having yielding
means hinged to the other side of the post,
adapted to be passed by the mail pouch,
and subsequently relieve the force of the
blow of the first arms when flying back in

their normal positions.
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2. In combination, a stationary post, a
plurality of long curved arms hinged to one
side of the post for catching a mail pouch
from a moving train, springs connecting be-

tween the arms and:the post to.permit the-

arms to yield under the force of the blow
of the mail pouch, a long and a short curved
arm hinged to the other side of the post,
and ‘intercrossing the first arm, and springs
connecting the long and the short arm and
the post, the long and short arms adapted. to
be passed by the mail pouch, 2nd subse-
guently relicye the force of the biow of the
first arm when returning to their normal
position. .

In testimeny whereof we have signed our,

names to this specification in the piTstrice of
two subscribing witnesses. |
~ EARL WOODWORTH."
© MARY J. OUTWATER.
EVA HOFF.

Witnesses:
RuruaMAa YOUNG,
Muice B. KincsLey.
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