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This invention relates to soap containers and scrubbers.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
floatable soap container and scrubber which will hold a
toilet or laundry soap and will prevent the same from
sinking in the water, thereby avoiding the main disad-
vantage of conventional soap containers.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a floatable soap container and scrubber of the above type
which may also be used for scrubbing purposes by the
provision of a resilient corrugated surface forming a part
of the container and scrubber which is supplied with
soapy water.

It is still another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a soap holder and scrubber of the above type which
will prevent the soap from slipping out of the hands when
being used.

Other objects of the invention are to provide a floatable
soap container and scrubber bearing the above objects
in mind which is of simple construction, has a minimum
number of parts, is inexpensive to manufacture and effec-
tive in operation and use.

For other objects and for a better understanding of
the invention, reference may be had to the following de-
tailed description taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view of
a preferred embodiment of the present invention taken
along the line 1—1 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view taken
along the line 2—2 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view thereof;

Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view;

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of a modified form of the
present invention and illustrating in phantom the posi-
tion of the soap therewithin;

Fig. 6 is an end elevational view of the modified form
of Fig. 5 with the scap removed;

Fig. 7 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view taken
along the line 7—7 of Fig. 5 and showing the soap in
position therewithin;

Fig. 8 is an end elevational view of a still further
modified form of the present invention; and

Fig. 9 is a top plan view of the modified form of the
invention of Fig. 8.

Referring now more in detail to the drawing, and more
particularly to Figs. 1 through 4, there is shown a soap
container and scrubber including a substantially rectangu-
lar bottom wall 10 of sponge rubber integrally formed
around its four edges with the vertical side wall 11, the
upper surface of the bottom wall 10 on each side slop-
ing inwardly and downwardly towards the central longi-
tudinal portion thereof where the bottom wall 10 is pro-
vided with the longitudinally spaced vertical bores 12
therethrough, substantially as illustrated.

The bottom wall 10 and the side wall 11 thereof are
completely encased in a coating 13 of rubber so as to
retard the absorption of water by the bottom and side
wall, this coating 13 extending within the bores 12.
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The bottom wall 10 with the side walls 11 forms the
compartment 14 within which is resiliently retained the
bar or laundry or toilet soap 15.

The bottom wall 10 is also provided with laterally
extending bores 16 which communicate at their inner ends
with the vertical bores 12 and at their outer ends with
the edge of the container.

A substantially rectangular pad 17 is suitably secured
to the undersurface of the rubber coating 13, for example
by means of rubber cement of other suitable adhesive
and is provided with the longitudinally spaced, laterally
extending semicircular grooves 18 which define the semi-
circular ridges 19. The bores 12 extend downwardly
through the bottom of the pad 17.

Due to the sponge rubber construction of the bottom
wall 16 and side wall 11 as well as the lower pad 17, the
container will float on the water and prevent the soap
15 from sinking therein. This will effect an economy
of time normally employed in locating the soap. The
rubber coating 13 prevents the sponge rubber from ab-
sorbing too much water, as a soaked container would
require a longer time to dry the soap. The ridges 19 and
grooves 18 on the lower pad 17 permit the device to be
used for scrubbing, the soapy water being supplied to
this scrubbing surface through the bores 12. The sloping
walls of the bottom of the container (Fig. 2) towards the
bores 12 will facilitate the drainage of the water when
the container is not in use and to facilitate the drying
of the soap. The bores 16 extending laterally will also
facilitate the drying of the soap, as well as providing
convenient openings for mounting the container on a
nail or the like mounted in a wall.

The soap container and scrubber may also be manu-
factured without the tough rubber coating 13, at a re-
duced cost.

Referring now particularly to Figs. 5 through 7, there
is shown a modified form of the present invention which
will not only permit the soap to float but will also pre-
vent the soap from slipping out of the user’s hands, in-
cluding a pair of substantially rectangular laterally spaced
side walls 2@ of foam rubber connected at their upper
and lower ends by means of the semicylindrical top wall
21 and bottom wall 22, the upper and lower surfaces
of the top wall 21 and bottom wall 22 being integrally
formed with the reduced ridges or extensions 23 and 24,
respectively. Each of the side walls 20 is provided with
the spaced, substantially parallel openings 25, The bar
of soap 15 is inserted intermediate the laterally spaced
side walls 20 and retained thereat by the natural resiliency
of the foam rubber as shown in Figs. 5 and 7, the con-
tainer assuming the six-sided configuration of Fig, 7 when
the soap is positioned therewithin and including the air
spaces 26 at opposite ends which facilitate the circulation
of air and the drying of the soap when not in use. The
device will prevent the soap from slipping out the hand
as well as preventing it from sinking., Soaping is ob-
tained by rubbing, by turning or pressing inwardly through
the various openings. This device can also be used oc-
casjonally to scrub the sink or the like, provided the sur-
face of the sink is prepared previously by the use of a
detergent. The soap will be removed for guicker re-
sults. An additional advantage resides in the fact that
when a surface is very soiled and hard to clean, steel
wool may be inserted into the container to give a better
grasping of the same without bringing the bare hands into
contact with the steel wool,

Referring now particularly to Figs. 8 and 9, there is
shown a still further modified form of the present inven-
tion which is particularly adapted to facilitate the removal
of soot, grease and dirt due to its particular construction
and which effects an economy of soap.
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An oval shaped pad 27 of rubber or other substance
having similar physical characteristics is provided with a
central, transversely extending bore 28 having the rounded
end portions 29 and which is adapted to receive there-
within the bar of soap 15. The opposite sides of the pad
27 are provided with the laterally spaced, substantialty
parallel openings 30 which communicate with the bore
28 and which are provided with rounded end portions,
substantially as illustrated. The opposite ends of the pad
27 will also be provided with the laterally extending
grooves 31. The soap container and scrubber of Figs.
8 and 9 of rubber or other substance having similar physi-
cal properties will, when soaping the hands and rubbing
on surfaces, aid to remove soot, grease and dirt. Further-
more, by having the container provided with the openings
30, it is possible to effect an economy of soap, not only
by rubbing the hands against the ends of the openings but
the partly opened container enables the user to obtain only
as much soaping as necessary. Still another advantage
resides in the fact that whether a piece of soap is just the
size of the container or comsiderably smaller, the con-
tainer enables the user to grasp the soap in the hand
with much greater assurance against slipping. The open-
ings 30 at both sides and 31 at opposite ends permit the
circulation of air to keep the soap dry after using it and
also enable the water to drain off and save the soap by
keeping it raised from the supporting surface where usually
a certain amount of water may gather. The openings 30
will also provide a grasping area for the fingers. The soap
may be partially displaced from the container for more
ready access, while at the same time the container will still
provide a firm grasping action.

While various changes may be made in the detail con-
struction, it shall be understood that such changes shall
be within the spirit and scope of the present invention
as defined by the appended claim.
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What I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

A soap container and holder comprising, in combina-
tion, a compressible sponge pad having an integral periph-
eral side wall defining a compartment for receiving a cake
of soap, said pad having a plurality of drainage openings
extending therethrough, said pad and side wall being en-
closed within a water resistant covering, a separable un-
covered pad secured to said covered pad including a plu-
rality of laterally spaced apart longitudinally extending
parallel ridges on the under surface of said pad, said
drainge openings extending through both of said pads, the
upper surface of said covered pad sloping toward the lon-
gitudinal center thereof, said drainage openings being lo-
cated along the longitudinal center of said pads, said ridges
providing means for distributing the suds emanating from
the soap supported within said compariment, and said
covered pad having laterally extending openings com-
municating at their inner ends with said drainage open-
ings and at their outer ends with the edge of said con-
tainer on one side, whereby to increase the aeration of the
soap and to provide a convenient means for supporting
the container.
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