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This invention relates generally to golf games, and is
especially concerned with a unique accessory for golf
putting games.

As is well known to those versed in the art, golf put-
ting requires considerable practice, and toward this end
numerous games have been proposed including golf-ball
receptacles of various types. As it is impossible to provide
a recessed receptacle or hole in many conventionally used
practice-putting areas, such as lawns, living-room carpets,
and the like, there have been proposed a variety of golf
putting holes wherein the receptacle is not recessed, but
its bounding sides are gradually elevated to define 2 re-
ceptacle therein. However, this does not accurately simu-
late true putting conditions, as most golf holes are not
bounded by inclined sides. While other attempts have
been made to solve this problem, such attempts have been
unsuccessful for several reasons, including that of not
retaining the ball, limiting access to the ball, and others.

Accordingly, it is an important object of the present
invention to provide a golf-ball receptacle for use on
flush or flat playing surfaces which accurately simulates
true putting conditions.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a golf-ball receptacle of the type described wherein
a “sunk” ball is effectively retained by the receptacle, and
wherein a fully adequate area of access is afforded to an
entering ball.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
@ golf-ball receptacle having the advantageous character-
istics mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, which is
extremely simple in construction, durable and reliable
throughout a long useful life, which requires no perma-
nent installation but may be instantly set up for use on
any otherwise suitable putting surface, and which can be
economically manufactured for sale at a reasonable price.

Other objects of the present invention will become ap-
parent upon reading the following specification and refer-
ring to the accompanying drawings, which form a mate-
rial part of this disclosure.

The inventon accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combination of elements, and arrange-
ments of parts, which will be exemplified in the construc-
tion hereinafter described, and of which the scope will be
indicated by the appended claims.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing a golf-ball
receptacle of the present invention in an operative con-
dition of use;

FIGURE 2 is a front perspective view showing the re-
ceptacle of FIGURE 1 somewhat enlarged and in greater
detail;

FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the receptacle of
FIGURE 2; and

FIGURE 4 is a sectional elevational view taken gen-
erally along the line 4—4 of FIGURE 3.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and
specifically to FIGURE 1 thereof, a generally flat play-
ing surface is designated 10, and may be that of an indoor
carpet, outdoor lawn, or other desired playing surface.
A golf-ball receptacle is generally designated 11 and illus-
trated in position on the playing surface 10, while a player
is designated 12 and shown in putting position with a golf
club 13 addressing a golf ball 14.
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The receptacle 11 is best seen in FIGURES 2-4, and
may be integrally molded or otherwise fabricated of any
suitable material, plastic being found advantageous. The
receptacle 11 includes a generally flat bottom wall or base
12, which may be of circular-outline configuration, say
the size of a conventional golf hole. The base 12 is
bounded by a circular bounding edge 15 and may ad-
vantageously be fabricated of opaque material, prefer-
ably white to simulate a golf hole. Along the forward half
of the bounding edge 15, the upper surface of the base 12
may be chambered or beveled, as at 16, so that the for-
ward region of edge 15 is relatively sharp and substan-
tially continuous with a substantially flat playing surface
upon which the base is adapted to rest.

Upstanding from the base 12 along the rearward region
of bounding edge 15 is a side wall or support 17. The side
wall 17 may be. of generally semicircular configuration
when viewed in plan, see FIGURE 3, extending periph-
erally along the rearward half of bounding edge 15 and
terminating in upstanding end edges 18 located in ap-
proximately diametrically opposed relation.

Extending across the top of arcuate side wall 17 and se-
cured to the upper edge thereof in spaced relation over
the base 12 is a top wall 20. The top wall 20 may be
generally flat and of approximately semicircular-outline
configuration having its bounding edge extending along
and secured to the upper edge of side wall 17. Further,
the top wall 20 may be arranged to incline forwardly, as
best seen in FIGURE 4 with its forward region extend-
ing forwardly beyond the forward end edges 18 of side
wall 17 and terminating short of the frontmost edge region
of base 12. Provided along the forward edge region of
top wall 20, extending generally chordally thereof, is an
extension or lip 21 projecting obliquely forwardly and
upwardly at an angle with respect to the top wall. The
chordally disposed, forwardly and upwardly projecting lip
21 extends generally laterally or normal to a forward-
and-rearward centerline of the base 12 and top wall 20,
as best seen in FIGURE 3.

It will also be observed that the spacing between the
top wall 20 and base 12 is such as to permit free entry
of a golf ball 14 rearwardly therebetween while limiting
rearward movement of the golf ball to a condition of
frictional wedging between the base and top wall. This
condition is shown in FIGURE 4.

It will now be apprecijated that the side wall or support
17 serves to support the top wall 20. Further, both side
and top walls 17 and 20 may advantageously be fabricated
of light-permeable or transparent material for minimum
visibility, which serves to expose the opaque hole-simulat-
ing base 12.

In use, an accurately putted ball rolls from the play-
ing surface 10 onto base 12 where it is frictionally re-
tained in the wedged condition of FIGURE 4 until de-
liberately removed therefrom. Should the putt beinac-
curate and come to rest behind the receptacle 11, the
receptacle may very conveniently be rotated to face the
ball, whereupon an accurate puit will cause the receptacle
to receive and hold the ball. As at least 180 degrees of the
periphery of base 12 is accessible for entry of the ball
14, it will be appreciated that the instant receptacle cor-
responds in operation to that of a true putting hole.

From the foregoing, it is seen that the present inven-
tion provides a golf-ball receptacle which fully accom-
plishes its intended objects and is well adapted to meet
practical conditions of manufacture and use.

Although the present invention has been described in
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur-
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that
certain changes and modifications may be made within
the spirit of the invention and scope of the appended
claims.



3,341,206

3

What is claimed is:

1. A golf-ball receptacle for use on a flat playing sur-
face, said receptacle comprising a generally flat circular
base, an upstanding side wall of generally semicircular
configuration extending along the rear and side peripheral
margins of said base, and a generally flat top wall fixed
to the upper edge of said side wall in forwardly and up-
wardly inclined spaced relation over said base, said base
and top wall being spaced to permit free entry of a
putted golf bail therebetween while limiting rearward
movement of said golf ball therebetween to a condition of
frictional wedging.

2. A golf-ball receptacle according to claim 1 wherein
the forward region of said base has its upper surface
beveled, said top wall extends forwardly beyond said
side wall and terminates in a chordal front edge, and a
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lip extends upwardly and forwardly from said front edge
of and oblique to said top wall.

3. A golf-ball receptacle according to claim 1 wherein
said base is opaque, and said side and top walls are light-

5 permeable.
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