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1. 

DOCUMENT PROTECTOR 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is the National Stage of PCT/EP2007/ 
057621 filed on Jul. 24, 2007, which claims priority under 35 
U.S.C. S 119 of German Application No. 10 2006 037 611.0 
filed on Aug. 10, 2006. The international application under 
PCT article 21(2) was not published in English. 
The invention relates to a document protector. 
Document protectors have a document pocket for accom 

modating documents that can be stored, in protected manner, 
in the document pocket. They are predominantly used where 
individual sheets of documents are Supposed to be trans 
ported, for example for a presentation. The document can be 
accommodated in the document pocket without being 
punched. If the document is no longer needed, for the time 
being, and if it is Supposed to be filed in a file folder, a ring 
binder, or the like, it has to be removed from the document 
protector and also punched, if necessary. For this reason, 
document protectors have already been developed that have a 
punched reinforcement strip formed on in one piece with the 
document pocket, having holes for accommodating the filing 
posts of file folders and the like. Such document protectors 
can be filed in file folders, together with the document con 
tained in the document pocket. When handling these docu 
ment protectors, however, it is felt to be disadvantageous that 
the punched reinforcement strip increases their dimensions, 
and gets in the way, for example during presentation of the 
document contained in the protector. Furthermore, document 
protectors are known, which have a labeling strip formed on 
in one piece with the document pocket, for applying identi 
fication. The labeling strip has an insertion pocket for accom 
modating a labeling sign, for example. In this connection, it is 
again felt to be disadvantageous that the labeling strip 
increases the dimensions of the document protector, thereby 
making it less easy to handle. 

Document protectors are known from AT-280944 B and 
EP-A-0 142 489, which are provided with a punched rein 
forcement strip, in each instance, which can be folded down 
in order to reduce their dimensions. Document protectors that 
are provided with a labeling sign that is guided in displaceable 
manner, in each instance, are known from DE 1536 654 A1 
and DE 1 104 488 B. 

It is therefore the task of the invention to further develop a 
document protector of the type stated initially, in Such a 
manner that its handling is improved. 

This task is accomplished by means of a document protec 
tor according to the invention. Advantageous further devel 
opments are discussed below. 
The invention is based on the idea that the punched rein 

forcement strip provides a simple possibility for filing the 
document in a file folder, without having to remove the docu 
ment from the document pocket. In daily use, the document 
protector is easy to handle, since the punched reinforcement 
strip is movable, both in the case of the first embodiment, and 
in the case of the second embodiment, relative to the docu 
ment pocket, and can be brought into a position in which the 
dimensions of the document protector, as compared with 
those of a document protector without a punched reinforce 
ment strip, are not significantly increased. This is done, in the 
case of the first embodiment, by means offolding the punched 
reinforcement strip about the fold, and, in the case of the 
second embodiment, by means of insertion into the insertion 
pocket. In general, the front cover is made from a transparent 
plastic film, while the back cover can also be produced from 
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2 
non-transparent plastic, and furthermore can be structured to 
be thicker than the front cover. 

According to the first embodiment, it is provided that the 
document protector has a holder strip fixing the punched 
reinforcement strip in place in the folded-down position. This 
prevents the punched reinforcement strip from folding back 
unintentionally after it has been folded down. It is practical if 
the holder strip is affixed to the back cover, since when the 
punched reinforcement strip is folded down onto the back 
cover, the punched reinforcement strip disappears under a 
document protector that is lying on a table, and is not in the 
way. The holderstrip is made of plastic film, and engages over 
the folded-down punched reinforcement strip. The holder 
strip is preferably attached to the document pocket by means 
of a weld seam. When the punched reinforcement strip is 
folded down, the holder strip is lifted up, and the punched 
reinforcement Strip is held down under it, lying against the 
front cover or back cover. 

In the case of the second embodiment, it is preferred that 
the insertion pocket ends flush with the first side edge. When 
the punched reinforcement strip has been pushed completely 
into the insertion pocket, the dimensions of the document 
protector are not greater than the dimensions of a conven 
tional document protector without a punched reinforcement 
strip. The punched reinforcement strip has perforations as 
guides, through which a guide element that connects the 
document pocket with the film strip that is set on, in each 
instance, passes. The punched reinforcement strip can be 
displaced relative to the guide elements, between two stops 
that define the first and the second position. The guide ele 
ments can be clasps that connect the film strip with the docu 
ment pocket. However, it is preferred that the guide elements 
are weld seams. It is advantageous if the film Strip that is set 
on has a grasping cut-out for taking hold of the punched 
reinforcement strip, at the opening of the insertion pocket. 

In the case of both embodiments, the holes project beyond 
the outline of the document pocket in the first position of the 
punched reinforcement strip. 

In the case of the first embodiment, the punched reinforce 
ment strip can be formed on in one piece with the document 
pocket, either onto the front cover or onto the back cover. 
Preferably, it is structured in two layers, for example by 
means of folding. This makes it more stable. However, it is 
also possible to set the punched reinforcement strip onto the 
front or back cover and attach it to this cover. For attachment, 
the punched reinforcement strip is preferably welded on. In 
both variants, the document protector can continue to be used 
even after removal of the punched reinforcement strip. 

It is possible that the punched reinforcement strip has an 
insertion pocket for accommodating a labeling sign. The vari 
ous embodiments can also be combined with one another. 

It is practical if the document pocket is closed on its first 
side edge and on a lower edge that runs crosswise to the first 
side edge. Furthermore, it can be closed part of the way on its 
second side that lies opposite the first side edge, proceeding 
from the lower edge. This prevents the document accommo 
dated in the document pocket from slipping out, particularly 
if the document protector is filed in a file folder that stands 
upright. 

According to an advantageous further development, the 
back cover has a corner piece made of plastic film, for inser 
tion of a corner section of the front cover, at the corner that lies 
opposite the side edge and the lower edge, which corner piece 
covers the inside of the back cover that faces the front cover, 
part of the way. The document contained in the document 
pocket is also inserted between this corner piece and the back 
cover. In this way, the document is held better in the document 
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pocket, and the front cover is prevented from folding open. In 
order to be able to put the front cover under the corner piece 
well, it is practical if this piece has a contour that is set back 
relative to the outline of the document pocket, at its corner 
section. 
The document pocket can be divided into multiple com 

partments, between the front cover and the back cover, by 
means of one or more intermediate films. This makes it pos 
sible for multiple sheets of a document to be accommodated 
in the document pocket, in presorted manner. 
The invention will be described in the following, using 

exemplary embodiments shown schematically in the draw 
ing. The figures show: 

FIG. 1a a document protector according to a first exem 
plary embodiment, in a perspective rear view: 

FIG. 1b a section through the document protector accord 
ing to FIG. 1a; 

FIG.2a a document protector according to a second exem 
plary embodiment, in a perspective rear view: 

FIG. 2b a detail representation of a section through the 
document protector according to FIG. 2a, 

FIG. 3a a document protector according to a third exem 
plary embodiment, in a perspective rear view: 

FIG. 3b a detail representation of a section through the 
document protector according to FIG. 3a; and 

FIG. 4a, 4b a document protector according to a fourth 
exemplary embodiment, in a perspective front view, with the 
punched reinforcement strip pulled out and pushed in. 
A document protector 10 according to a first exemplary 

embodiment (FIG. 1a, 1b) has a document pocket 12 for 
accommodating documents. The document pocket 12 is 
formed by a front cover 14 and a back cover 16 made of a 
piece of transparent plastic film, which is folded about a lower 
edge 18, which separates the front cover 14 from the back 
cover 16. The front and back cover 14, 16 are welded to one 
another at a first side edge 20 that runs crosswise to the lower 
edge 18. A fold 22 runs parallel to the first side edge 20 and 
following it; a punched reinforcement strip 24 is formed on in 
one piece with the document pocket 12, by way of this fold. 
The punched reinforcement strip 24 has holes 26 that are 
intended to accommodate filing posts of a file folder. The 
punched reinforcement strip 24 can be folded down until it 
lies against the back cover 16, about the fold 22. Furthermore, 
a holder strip 28 made of the same plastic material of which 
the front and back cover 14, 16 also consist is welded onto the 
back cover 16. The weld seam 30, with which the holder strip 
28 is attached to the back cover 16, extends along a longitu 
dinal edge of the holder strip 28, while the other longitudinal 
edge 32, which faces the punched reinforcement strip 24, is 
free, so that the holderstrip 28 can be bent up and the punched 
reinforcement strip 24 can be held under it, lying against the 
back cover 16 (FIG. 1b). 

The document protector 110 according to the second exem 
plary embodiment (FIG. 2a, 2b) corresponds, in its structure, 
essentially to that of the document protector 10 according to 
the first exemplary embodiment. The same characteristics are 
therefore provided with the same reference symbols. In place 
of the holder strip 28, the document protector 110 has four 
parts of hook-and-loop closures 34 on its back cover 16; in 
each instance, a counterpart 36 to them is affixed to the 
punched reinforcement strip 24. After the punched reinforce 
ment strip 24 has beenfolded down about the fold 22, it is held 
in its folded-down position by means of these hook-and-loop 
closures 34,36. Furthermore, the document pocket 12 is also 
closed part of the way along its second side edge 40, proceed 
ing from the bottom edge 18. For this purpose, a section 42 of 
the front cover 14 is bent over the back side of the back cover 
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4 
16, and welded onto it. Finally, the back cover 16 has a 
triangular corner piece 46 made of plastic film, which over 
laps its inside part of the way, on its corner 44 that lies 
opposite the first side edge 20 and the lower edge 18. A corner 
section 48 of the front cover is inserted between the corner 
piece 46 and the back cover 16. At the corner section 48, the 
outer contour of the front cover 14 is set slightly back, relative 
to the outline of the document pocket 12, in order to allow it 
to be inserted completely underneath the corner piece 46. 
The document protector 200 according to the third exem 

plary embodiment (FIG. 3a, 3b) again corresponds, in its 
structure, essentially to the document protector 110 accord 
ing to the second exemplary embodiment. In this regard, 
reference is made to the above description. Again, a holder 
strip 28 is welded onto the back cover 16, to hold the punched 
reinforcement strip 24 in place in the folded-down position, 
as was already the case with the first exemplary embodiment. 
However, the punched reinforcement strip 24 is not formed on 
in one piece with the document pocket 12. Instead, it is set 
onto the back cover 16 as a separate strip, and firmly con 
nected with the latter by means of a weld seam 202. The fold 
22 about which it can be folded down runs at a distance from 
and parallel to the first side edge 20. In FIG.3a, the document 
protector 200 is shown with the punched reinforcement strip 
24 folded down onto the back cover 16. 
The document protector 210 according to the fourth exem 

plary embodiment (FIG. 4a, 4b), in which characteristics 
having the same effect are again identified with the same 
reference symbols, the punched reinforcement Strip 24 can 
not be folded down relative to the document pocket 12, but 
rather is displaceable relative to it, in linear manner. For this 
purpose, a film strip 50 made of the same material from which 
the front and back cover 14, 16 are also made is welded onto 
the back cover 16. The punched reinforcement strip 24 is 
inserted into the insertion pocket 52 delimited by the film strip 
50 and the back cover 16, which is open towards the first side 
edge 20 and ends flush with it. This strip has four perforations 
54, which serve as guides for point-shaped weld seams 56 that 
connect the film strip 50 with the back cover 16. Thus, the 
punched reinforcement strip 24 can be displaced between two 
positions, whereby in a first position, the holes 26 project 
beyond the outline of the document pocket 12, and in a second 
position (FIG. 4b), they are accommodated in the insertion 
pocket 52. In order to be better able to grasp the punched 
reinforcement strip 24, the film strip 50 has a grasping cut-out 
58 close to the edge. 
The punched reinforcement strips 24 shown in the exem 

plary embodiments can also perform additional functions. 
For example, they can serve, at the same time, as labeling 
strips, whose labeling allows identification of the document 
(s) contained in the document pocket 12. For this purpose, 
they can also be colored with a predefined color. Furthermore, 
in place of the punched reinforcement strip 24, a labeling strip 
or an insertion pocket for accommodating a labeling sign can 
be applied. The insertion pocket can also be used to accom 
modate other objects, such as pens or rulers. In particular, it is 
also possible that a document protector has two Such strips, 
having different functions: a punched reinforcement strip on 
a first side edge, and a labeling strip or an insertion pocket on 
another edge of the document pocket 12. 

In summary, the following should be stated: 
The invention relates to a document protector 10, 110, 200, 

having a document pocket 12 for accommodating documents, 
delimited by a front cover 14 and a back cover 16 made of 
plastic film, and having a functional Strip 24 that can be 
moved relative to the document pocket 12, which strip 
projects at least partially beyond the outline of the document 
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pocket 12 at a first side edge 20, in a first position. According 
to the invention, it is provided that the functional strip 24 is 
firmly connected with the document pocket 12, and can be 
folded down onto the front cover 14 or the back cover 16 
about a fold 22 that runs parallel to the first side edge 20, into 
a second position. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. Document protector having a document pocket for 

accommodating documents, delimited by a front cover and a 
back cover made of plastic film, and having a punched rein 
forcement strip that can be moved relative to the document 
pocket, which strip has holes for accommodating filing posts 
or filing bands, and projects at least partially beyond the 
outline of the document pocket at a first side edge, in a first 
position, and is firmly connected with the document pocket, 
and can be folded down onto the front cover or the back cover 
about a fold that runs parallel to the first side edge, into a 
second position, and whereby the holes project beyond the 
outline of the document pocket in the first position of the 
punched reinforcement strip, and further comprising a holder 
strip made of plastic film, attached to the document pocket, 
for engaging over the folded-down punched reinforcement 
strip and fixing the punched reinforcement strip in place in the 
second, folded-down position. 

2. Document protector according to claim 1, wherein the 
punched reinforcement strip is formed on in one piece with 
the document pocket. 
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3. Document protector according to claim 1, wherein the 

punched reinforcement strip is attached to the front or back 
COV. 

4. Document protector according to claim 1, wherein the 
holder strip is affixed to the back cover. 

5. Document protector according to claim 1, wherein the 
holder strip is affixed to the document pocket by means of a 
weld seam. 

6. Document protector according to claim 1, wherein the 
punched reinforcement strip has an insertion pocket for 
accommodating a labeling sign or the like. 

7. Document protector according to claim 1, wherein the 
document pocket is closed on its first side edge and on a lower 
edge that runs crosswise to the first side edge. 

8. Document protector according to claim 7, wherein the 
document pocket is closed part of the way on its second side 
edge that lies opposite the first side edge, proceeding from the 
bottom edge. 

9. Document protector according to claim 8, wherein the 
back cover has a corner piece made of plastic film, for inser 
tion of a corner section of the front cover, at the corner that lies 
opposite the first side edge and the lower edge, which corner 
piece covers the inside of the back cover that faces the front 
cover, part of the way. 

10. Document protector according to claim 9, wherein the 
front cover has a contour that is set back relative to the outline 
of the document pocket, at its corner section. 
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