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1. 

This invention relates to a clamping means and 
it has reference more particularly to a pair of 
identical spring steel clamps to be used in combi 
nation with a chalk line to hold the ends of the 
taut chalk line in a fixed position and wherein the 
clamps are adapted primarily to be removably 
applied to opposite ends of a board. 
A chalk line is commonly used by carpenters, 

bricklayers and other workmen to mark a rela 
tively straight line of substantial length. The 
common practice is to drive a nail or brad into 
the board or object to be marked and secure one 
end of the line to the nail and then drive another 
nail in the opposite end of the board and to draw 
the line tight and to secure it to the second nail. 
The line is then chalked and the marking of the 
board is obtained by raising the line and re 
leasing it so as to strike the board and deposit a 
portion of the chalk in a relatively straight line 
on the board. After the marking has thus been 
accomplished, it is then necessary to loosen the 
line and remove the nails from the board. 

It is the principal object of this invention to 
provide a clamping device to be used in combina 
tion with a chalk line to secure its ends and which 
may be easily and quickly applied to boards of 
varying thickness without requiring the use of 
nails or other securing means for their secure 
ment. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

line securing clamp which may be applied to 
boards of varying thickness without requiring ad 
justment or alternation of the clamping means. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a clamping means which may also be secured to a 
flat surface, a wall or floor, or to timbers or other 
objects of substantial thickness. 

Still another object of this invention is to pro 
vide a clamping device which is small, easy to 
apply, simple in its construction and relatively 
inexpensive in its cost of manufacture. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a clamping device wherein means is provided for 
Securing the line in taut condition by a simple 
and quickly performed operation. 
Other objects of the invention reside in the de 

tails of construction and in the relationship of 
the various parts as will hereinafter be more fully 
described. 

In accomplishing the above mentioned and 
other objects, I have provided the improved de 
tails of construction, the preferred forms of which 
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a pair of line 
clamping devices applied to opposite ends of a 
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board and a chalk line drawn taut between and 
held at its ends by the clamping members. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the 
clamping device embodying the features of my 
invention. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 
3-3 in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 illustrates the manner in which the 
clamping device may be applied to a flat surface 
Such as a wall or floor. 

Fig. 5 illustrates the manner in which the 
clamping device may be applied to the end or side 
of a timber. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings 
In Fig. 1, I have illustrated a board designated 

in its entirety by reference numeral and com 
prising the side surfaces Oa, and the top surface 
(c. The clamping means which embodies my 

invention is designated in its entirety by ref 
erence numeral and, as is illustrated in Fig. 1, 
it is designed primarily to be applied to a rela 
tively thin board or sheet like material. 
The clamping device is an integral unit formed 

from a single piece of relatively light gauge spring 
Steel material. It comprises a base or bottom 
portion f2, and end wall 3 perpendicular to the 
bottom portion, and the top portion 4 extends at 
right angles to the end wall and is substantially 
parallel to the bottom. The top portion is divided 
along a central longitudinal line by a deep cut, 
V-shaped notch 5, into a pair of ears or flanges 
f4'-4", and it will be seen by reference to Fig. 
2 that the inner end or apex of the notch extends 
into the end wall 3. The specific purpose or 
reason for this construction will hereinafter be 
Set forth. 
To provide the clamping effect, I provide an 

upwardly extending and rearwardly curved 
clamping leg 20 which extends from the outer 
end of the base 2 toward the end wall 3. This 
clamping member is rounded into a closed curl 
at its outer end as at 2 f and terminates short of 
the end wall, and relatively close to the ears 
4'-4" as noted in Fig. 3. 
At the opposite ends of the end wall 3, I pro 

vide ears 22-22 which extend in the same vertical 
plane as the end wall. These ears preferably are 
rounded or curved on their edges as shown. 
Holes are provided in the ears, as at 23, and a 
hole 24 is provided through the endwall 3 at a 
center point. 
The preferred distance between the base 2 and 

top portion f6 is one and one-eighth inch, and 
the clamping member 20 provides that the device 
may be applied to boards varying in thickness 
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from approximately one-eighth of an inch to one 
inch and it is applied by merely causing the end 
portion of the board to be received between the 
top portion 4 and the clamping leg 20. If the de 
vice is applied to a board which, for example, is 
three quarters of an inch in thickness, the clamp 
ing leg will be depressed or sprung downwardly 
to receive the board and will remain tightly 
clamped thereto. 
As is illstrated in Fig. 1, a pair of clamping de 

vices is used in combination, one clamping device 
being applied to each end of the board. The 
string or chalk line 30 is passed through the 
center hole 24 in the end wall 3 and a knot (not 
shown) is tied in the end of the line at the outer 
side of the end wall. The opposite end of the 
chalk line is drawn through the hole 24, in the opposing clamping device and is calised to be 
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wound around the ear 22 as is illustrated in Fig. 
1. With the chalk applied and the line drawn 
taut the carpenter may raise the chalk line and 
permit it to snap against the board in the con 
yentional manner, thereby providing a straight 
chalk, line on the board. . . . . . In Figs. 4 and 5, respectively, I have illustrated 
the manner of application of the chalk line 
clamping device to a wall and timber. In Fig. 4 
the device is applied to a wall 3 with the end flatly disp against the wall 3 of the dev wail surface and held in secured position by the : 
application of nails or brads which are projected 
through the holes inear 22-22. The line 30 is 
seated in the vertex of the V-shaped notch 15 and 
as previously stated, the V-shaped notch extends 
beyond the juncture oft 
the end wall 3, thus per 
be stretched flatly again 
challed and the wallis.ca the sanie manner as indicate 

tting the chalk line to 
it the wall. The line is 

to be marked in 
d in marking a 

gmeans maybe applied in various ways 
for securement so as to hold the line taut and properly in position for making a line. 

top portion i4 and 

5 5 

4 
Though my device is designed primarily to be 

used to produce a chalk line marking, it is to be 
understood that it may also be employed to tem 
porarily Secure a Small line for various uses, and 
to provide that the line may be readily removed 
When its use has been terminated. The size of 
the device and relative proportions in size of its 
parts may vary as desired or required and the 
specific shape may be altered without departing 
from the teaching of this invention, 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new therein, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. A chalk line clamp comprising a metal strip 
bent to form a bottom portion, an end wall, a top 
portion overlying said bottom portion and spaced 
therefrom, and a resilient clamping leg extend 
ing upwardly and rearwardly from the outer edge 
of the bottom portion; said end wall having a 
hole therein through which one end portion of 
the chalk line is passed, and ears projecting from 
the opposite ends of the end wall providing means 
about which the end of the line, after passing 
through the hole in the end wall, may be remov 
ably secured. 

2. A combination as in claim 1 wherein the 
ears of the clamp are provided with holes there 
through to receive nails for the securement of the 
clamp to a wall. a 

3. A chalk line clamp of the character de 
scribed comprising a single strip of relatively 
thin Spring steel bent to form a bottom portion, 
an end wall extending at right angles to the bot 
ton portion, a top portion extending at right 
angles to the end wall and overlying the bottom 
portion in Spaced relationship therefron, and a 
resilient clamping leg extending upwardly and 
rearwardly from the outer edge of the bottom 
portion toward said end wall, said top portion of 
the clamp having a V-shaped notch formed 
therein longitudinally thereof and having the 
apex thereof extending into the top edge portion 
of end wall, and said end wall having a hole there 
through directly below the apex of the notch to 
receive the end portions of a chalk line there 
through. . . . . . . 
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