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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN A. HIMBURG, OF TROY, ALABAMA. 

MOTORCHAR. 

. No. 812,997. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb. 20, 1906. 
Application filed June 15, 1905, Serial No. 265,437, 

To all, whom, it may conce77. 
Be it known that I, JoHN A. HIMBURG, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Troy, 
in the county of Pike and State of Alabama, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Motor - Chairs, of which the following is a specification. 

This invention embodies novel improve 
ments in chairs; and in its preferred embodi 
ment the invention contemplates the pro 
vision of a chair and operating mechanism 
therefor in the form of a motor adapted to 
keep the chair in motion whenever desired 
by the user or person sitting therein. 
The chair is particularly designed as a 

pleasure-chair for use on porches, lawns, in 
parks, and in similar places, not necessitat 
ing annoyance and work on the part of the 
user in moving the same. 

For a full description of the invention and 
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl 
edge of the details of construction of the 
means for effecting the result reference is to 
be had to the following description and ac companying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a chair em 
bodying the invention, the base of the chair 
being partly broken away at one side and the 
operating mechanism shown in section. Fig. 
2 is a vertical sectional view taken about on 
the line a ac of Fig. 1, parts being broken 
away on a plane back of the line on which 
said section is taken. Fig. 3 is a horizontal 
sectional view bringing out more clearly the 
operating mechanism of the chair. Fig. 4 is 
a broken perspective view of the crank and 
pitman connection between the chair and the 
base thereof. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
Reference characters. w 

In the drawings the numeral 1 designates 
the chair, which is mounted upon the hori 
Zontal framework or base 2, said base being 
composed of the sides or runners 2", the con necting cross-pieces 2, and the intermediate 
runner or longitudinal bar 2, a construction 
similar to those used commonly for rocking 
chairs in many instances. Upon the inner 
sides or runners 2 of the base are suitably 
attached rails 3, preferably made from angle 
iron, and these rails form a track upon which 
the chair 1 is adapted to travel back and forth. 
The chair 1 consists of a bottom or frame 4, 

supported by rollers 5, which are designed to 

travel along the track formed by the rails 3 
and the seat 6 of the chair 1 is connected 
with the bottom or frame 4 by means of legs 
7, supporting the same. The back 8 of the 
chair has the sides thereof pivoted between 
the ends of the same and the rear portion of 
the seat, as shown at 9, the back being adapt 
ed to be held in an adjustable position by an 
adjusting-pin. Side bars 11 are pivoted be 
tween the ends thereof, and the front portion 
of the seat 6, as shown at 12, is adapted for 
adjustment by nuts 13 also, and these side 
bars 11 support a foot-rest 14 at lower ends 
thereof adjustable upon adjustment of the 
members 11 aforesaid. The upper ends of 
the side bars 11 are connected by links 15 
with the sides of the back 8 above the pivot 9 
of said back, and the members 15 form Suit 
able handles in a manner which will be read 
ily apparent. Likewise the lower portions of 
the members or bars 11 are connected with 
the lower extremities of the sides of the back 
8 by means of a second link-bar 16. When 
the back 8 is adjusted so as to permit the user 
to sit upright or rest back at a desired incli 
nation, the foot-rest 14 will also be simulta 
neously adjusted in a manner which will be 
clear. 
The operating mechanism for moving the 

chair 1 Ei, consists of a motor 17, ar 
ranged beneath the chair between the sides 
2 of the base 2. This motor is preferably an 
electric motor, arranged upon a motor-shaft 
18, The motor shaft 18 is journaled in a 
gear-casing 19, secured to and carried by the 
intermediate longitudinal bar 29, as shown 
in Fig. 3, and mounted upon said motor 
shaft 18 is a gear 20, which is connected with 
a drive-gear 21 upon a drive-shaft 22, also 
journaled in the casing 19. Suitable speed 
reducing gears 23 are used to transmitmo 
tion from the gear 20 to the motor-shaft 18. 
and the gear 21 to the drive-shaft 22. The 
drive-shaft 22 has one end thereof projecting 
from a side of the casing 19, said projecting 
end carrying a crank-arm 24, connected by a 
pitman 25 with bracket-lugs 26, which pro 
ject downwardly from the bottom of the 
frame 4 of the chair i. 

It will be understood that any suitable 
means may be utilized to start or stop the 
motor 17, and when said motor is in opera 
tion the drive-shaft 22 will be revolved, turn 
ing the crank 24 and imparting reciprocatory 
motion to the pitman. 25. Connection of the 
pitman 25 with the bottom of the chair 1 is 
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such that as long as the motor 17 is going the 
chair 1 moves back and forth on its track and 
may be stopped or started according to the 
pleasure of the person sitting therein. 

It is designed to use a fan in connection 
with the chair operated by the same motor 
which causes the chair to travel along the 
base 2. For this purpose a vertical standard 
27 is extended upwardly from the base 2 in 
advance of the chair 1, and this standard car 
ries the fan. 28, which is adjustably mounted 
at the upper extremity thereof. The fan 28 
may be of any suitable type for the purposes 
of the invention and is operated by a fan 
shaft carrying a pulley 29, about which a belt 
30 passes, said belt 30 connecting the pulley 
29 with a second pulley 31, which is mounted 
upon one side of the motor-shaft 18, its end 
extending upwardly from a side 2° of the 
base 2 to facilitate mounting of the pulley 31, 
as above set forth. As the chair 1 is adapted 
to be adjusted to bear the inclination of the 
body of the person sitting therein, it is de 
signed that the fan 28 be attached with ad 
justment to direct the air toward the person 
occupying the chair at any adjustment of 
said chair. 

If desired, an electric light 32 may be car 
ried by the upper end of the standard 27 and 
is conveniently located for various purposes 
for which it may be desired to employ the 
same in the practical use of a chair of the type 
herein set forth. 

It will of course be understood that a sin 
gle-chair construction, substantially as shown 
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in the drawings, may be used, or, if desired, 
two chairs may be disposed opposite each 
other in a manner somewhat similar to the 
common construction of lawn-swings, the op 
erating mechanism being suitably connected 
for the operation of the chairs, as desired. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured 
by Letters Patent, is 
A device of the character described com 

prising a horizontally-extending framework 
consisting of longitudinal runners, an inter 
mediate longitudinal runner or bar and cross 
bars connecting the same, longitudinally-ex 
tending rails carried by the two outside lon 
gitudinal runners or bars, a chair provided 
with a bottom frame 4 having supporting 
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rollers at its ends mounted on said rails, a . 
motor, a casing for said motor, said casing be 
ing secured to and carried by the interme 
diate longitudinal bar, a train of gearing 
mounted in said casing and operatively con 
nected with the shaft of said motor, bracket 
lugs 26 projecting downwardly from the bot 
tom frame of the chair, a pitman connected 
at one end to said lugs, and a crank opera 
tively connecting said pitman with the said 
train of gearing, as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN A. HIMBURG. 
Witnesses: 

D. S. CARROLL, 
J. D. MuRPHREE, Jr. 

L. S. 
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