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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHESTER I. WAGNER, a citizen of the United States, itesiding at 

Akron, in the county of Summit and State 
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Wertical Files, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to devices for filing 

records and has for its principal objects to 
suspend the records in vertical folders, 
which are themselves suspended in a suitable 

Among other objects accom 
plished are securing the folders in closed po 
sition; providing each with a label holder 
which will be visible whether the folder is 
open or closed; to provide suitable attaching 
devices whereby the folders may be sus 
pended in the receptacle; to provide suitable 
supports in the receptacle for folders; to 
provide for varying the number and posi 
tion of said supports; and to produce a con 
venient, practical, elastic and inexpensive 
system for vertical filing. 

Wertical files have qualities which com 
mend them, for many purposes, above all 
other system. These qualities have usually 
been accompanied, however, by certain more 
or less serious defects, which the invention 
herein described overcomes. Among the de 
fects referred to is the tendency to “slump'. 
That is, where the folders are stood instead 
of suspended in the receptacle in which they 
are kept there is a marked tendency for 
them to sink down into a heap, the papers 
they contain contributing to and participat 
ing in this condition. Suspension of the 
papers in the folders and of the folders in 
the receptacle entirely removes this tend 
ency. In folders stood in the receptacle 
there is a strong tendency for them to gape 
open, which tendency must be Soley 

1S, 
however, only partially removes the trouble, 
and it does not remove the difficulty of in 
serting other folders. All of this is pre 
vented by the suspension system. Other ad 
vantages will become manifest as we pro 
ceed. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 shows the upper portion of a 

folder, closed and ready to be suspended in 
the receptacle. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation on line 3-3, 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 shows the metallic part which is 
incased in the top of the folder. 

Fig. 5 is the folder prepared to receive 
the part shown in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional elevation of a modi 
fied form of folder. 

Fig. is a perspective view of a portion 

elevation on line 2-2, 
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of a receptacle with a folder in place and 
another being inserted. 

Fig. 8 is a plan of the receptacle showing 
the manner of inserting or removing the 
beams. 

Fig. 9, is a detail of construction showing 
the manner of supporting the beams. 

Fig. 10 shows a modified supporting struc 
ture, and 

Fig. 11 
thereof. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

Referring more particularly to Fig. 4, 25 
is a metal strip from which tongues 26 are 
sheared and offset to form hooks, the hooks 
having horizontal tops 27. Clips 28 are 
similarly sheared and offset to form a label 
holder. Another shearing operation is per 
formed at the lower edge thereby forming 
clips 29 to carry rings 30, suitable aper 
tures 31 being provided. As these rings are 
fully described in my co-pending applica 
tion, Serial No. 755,299 no detailed descrip 
tion of them or the manner of using them 
need here be given. 
The folder 35 has its upper margin 36 

doubled over on itself, said margin having 
apertures 37, 38 and 39. The strip is laid 
under the margin, the lower edge being then 

shows 

pasted to the folder as at 40, the hooks and 
clips passing through the apertures above 
referred to. The cover of the folder, 41, is 
folded over and pasted down, but with a 
piece of cloth or other tough material, 42 in 
terposed, after which apertures 43 and a 
notch 44 are formed. Fig. 6 shows a folder 
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having nothing interposed. The upper 
edges of the apertures are so positioned that 
when the folder is closed they rest upon the 
tops 27 of the hooks, while the notch 44 ex 
poses the label in the label holder. The hooks on the folders are adapted to 
hook onto a beam. Fig. 7 shows a sort of 
cabinet provided with a plurality of beams, 
each having notches 50 at its ends by which 
it is mounted on strips 51, the latter being 
secured to the sides of the cabinet. A 
folder in place shows the manner of suspend 
ing them, and further back the lower corner 
of a folder is shown in position for entering 
a space between beams. By this method a 
folder which is quite full may be readily 
dropped into the space without regard for 
any tendency there may be for the papers in 
the folder to bulge apart. And here it will 
be well to point out the advantage derived 
from the upper margins of the folders being 
held close together as shown. It affords 
more space between the folders, thereby fa 
cilitating the insertion of folders, and it also 
keeps dust from the inside of the folders. 
It is not necessary that the folders be the 
full width of the cabinet, as two or more 
smaller ones may be hung from a single 
beam. If the aggregate width of several 
folders exceeds the width of the cabinet they 
may overlap as far as the hooks will permit. 

Figs. 10 and 11 show stationary beams, 
the former being round. The movable beam 
is preferred, however, as it enables each 
folder to have the amount of room it re 
(quires, without allowing unnecessary room 
for any. This, manifestly, increases the ca 
pacity of the receptacle. Another advan 
tage possessed by the movable beam is re 
movability. Fig. 9 shows, in dotted lines, 
one end of a beam being attached to or de 
tached from the strip 51. The form of 
the ends of the beams is slightly different 
as is shown in this figure, the lower prong 
of the right hand end being shortened. This 
enables beams to be put in or removed at 
will by Springing them slightly as shown in 
Fig. 8. The advantage of this arrangement 
is that perfect alphabetical arrangement of 
the folders may be maintained without dis 
turbing those already in place. For ex 
ample; when a new folder is to be put in, 
a beam may be inserted between the two 
folders that the new one should separate 
and a place thereby provided for the new 
folder. In like manner the beam which has 
supported a folder may be removed if the 
folder is permanently removed. 
Suspension of the folders, and of the rec 

ords in the folders, has the advantages al 
ready pointed out, advantages which are 
Very much enhanced as the size of the fold 
ers increases. While suspension of the rec 
ords is a very valuable feature it is not es 

without the folder. 
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sential, however, and it is not to be under 
stood that I regard it as such. While the 
folder here disclosed is folded at one verti 
cal edge it may, if preferred, be folded at 
the bottom. In either case the value of sus 
pending the cover of the folder from the 
tops of the hooks is obvious. By making 
the folder of a rather stiff structure and hav 
ing its fold at the bottom, suspension of the 
records within might be omitted without 
serious loss. But for very large records,- 
drawings, for example-suspension in the 
folder is very desirable. On the other hand with provision made for suspending the 
records the folder is not essential. It is 
plain that with the metal strip alone rec 
ords could be attached to the rings, and the 
strip hung on a beam. All of the essentials 
for filing records are therefore available 

Again; as it is plain 
that any relatively fixed device on which the 
folders, or the strips without folders, may 
be hung will serve the purpose of the beams 
herein shown, the word “beam’ should be 
accorded a meaning broad enough to in 
clude any device capable of performing its 
function. 
The operation of my system is very simple 

and may be quite rapid. With the labels in 
plain view at the tops of the folders, any 
desired one may be found very quickly. 
When found the folder may be laid upon a 
table, or even on the top of the cabinet, 
and the cover lifted just like the cover of a 
book. No special or peculiar movement is 
necessary. When done with it the cover 
may be thrown over, the hooks just natu 
rally coming through the apertures 43 as the 
folder is lifted by the upper margin, which 
is the natural place by which to grasp it. 
The fastening and unfastening of the cover 
is therefore practically automatic. 
Any suitable style of receptacle or cabinet 

may be adopted. For example, the beams 
may be mounted in a drawer similar to those 
used for vertical filing. The strips 50 may 
be placed on an incline, and, if desired, 
their upper edges serrated. All of these 
things are matters of detail which do not 
affect the broad aspects of my invention, and 
it is understood that various departures may 
be made without exceeding the scope or 
violating the substance of the appended 
claims. - 

What I claim is as follows: 
1. A filing device comprising a beam, a 

support therefor, a folder, and hooks there 
on adapted to hook over the beam. 

2. A filing device comprising a supporting 
frame, a plurality of beams attached to and 
supported thereby, folders, and means for 
detachably suspending one of them from 
each of the beams. 

8. A filing device comprising a supporting 
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frame, a plurality of beams, means which 
attaches the beams to the frame but permits 
lateral movement of each beam with refer 
ence to the other and to the frame, folders, 
and means for Suspending them from the 
beans. 

4. A filing device comprising a supporting 
frame, flanged metallic strips secured to op 
posite sides thereof, beams having notches in 
each end mounted on the strips, the flanges 
thereof passing through said notches, there 
by permitting the beams to slide on the 
strips but normally preventing their detach 
ment therefrom; folders, and means for sus 
pending them from the beams. 

5. Afiling device comprising a supporting 
frame, metallic members attached at oppo 
site sides thereof, beams mounted to slide on 
said members, whereby they are supported; 
folders, and means for suspending thern 
from the beams. 

6. In a filing device, the combination of a 
beam and a folder, the latter having hooks 
on One margin and apertures on the margin 

5 which becomes contiguous thereto when the 
folder is folded said apertures being adapted 
to permit the hooks to extend therethrough 
and hook On the beam. 

T. in a filing device, the combination of a 
beam and a folder, the latter having hooks 
on One margin and apertures on the margin 
which is contiguous thereto when the folder 

35 
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80 

is folded, said apertures being adapted to 
permit, the hooks to extend therethrough and 
hook on to the beam, the upper edges of the 
apertures resting on the tops of the hooks, 
thereby affording support for the apertured 
portion. 

8. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable materia folded in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, devices mount 
ed on One of said parts adapted to attach to 
a support wherefrom the folder may be sus 
pended, and devices within the folder from 
which to suspend papers to be filed. . 

9. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material folded in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, and devices 
mounted on one of said parts adapted to at 
tach to a support wherefrom the folder may 
be suspended, the other part of the folder 
having apertures through which the attach 
ing devices pass when the folder is folded 
the attachment to said support being effected 
by the portion of the attaching devices which 
has passed through said apertures. 

10. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material folded in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, devices Inouilt 
ed upon one of said parts adapted to attach 
to a support wherefrom the folder may be 
suspended, means for attaching a label to 
the part on which said devices are mounted, the other part of the folder having a por 

tion cut ayyay for the purpose of exposing 
the label when the folder is folded, and aper. 
tures through which the attaching devices 
pass when the folder is folded, the attach 
inent to said support being effected by the 
portions of the attaching devices which have 
passed through said apertures. 

il. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
Suitable material foided in such manner that 
one part lies lipon the other, and a strip of 
imetal having tongues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof to form hooks, said 
strip being secured to the folder, and adapt 
ed to engage a support for the folder by 
ineans of said hooks. 

12. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
Suitable material folded in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, and a strip of 
retal having tongues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof to form hooks, said 
strip being attached to the upper margin of 
One part of the folder with the hooks ex 
tending toward the other part, said other 
part having apertures through which the 
hoblks extend, thereby permitting the hooks 
to hook over a suitable supporting member 
with the apertured portion of the folder be 
tween said Support and the strip. 

23. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material folded in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, and a strip of 5 
tnetal having tongues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof: $o form hooks, said 
strip being iriciosed in a casing formed by 
the tipper margin of the folder being dou 
bled over on itseli, apertures being pro 
vided through which the hooks extend to 
ward the other pait of the folder, said other part also having apertures to permit pas 
sage of the hooks therethrough, whereby 
they are enabled to hook on to a suitable 
supporting anoimber. 

14. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material folded in Such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, and a strip of 
(nets having Songues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof to form hooks, said 
strip being inclosed in a casing formed by 
the upper margin of the folder being dou 
bled over on itself, apertures being provided 
through which the hooks extend toward the 
other part of the folder, said other part hay 
ing apertures to perinit; the passage of the 
hooks therethrough, whereby they are ell 
abled to hook on to a suitable supporting 
anember, said other part of the folder being supported by the upper margins of its aper 
tures resting on the tops of the hooks. 

15. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material folded in such manner hat 
one part; iies upon the other, and a strip of 
metal having tongues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof to form hooks, and 
having clips sheared and offset from its body 

85 

79. 

s 

3. 

3. 5 

32 

5 

110 

5 

2C) 

2 5 

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

3. 

35 

4. 

50 

S. 2 
to form a label holder, said strip being at 
tached to the upper margin of one part of 
the folder with the hooks extending toward 
the other part, said other part having aper 
tures through which the hooks extend, there 
by permitting the hooks to hook over a 
Suitable Supporting member with the aper 
tured portion of the folder between said 
Support and the strip. 

16. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material foided in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, and a strip of 
metal having tongues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof to form hooks and 
having clips sheared and offset from its 
body to form a label holder, said strip being 
inclosed in a casing formed by the upper 
margin of the folder being doubled over on 
itself, apertures being provided through 
which the hooks and clips extend, the 
former toward the other part of the folder 
said other part having apertures to permit 
passage of the hooks therethrough whereby 
they are enabled to hook on to a suitable 
Supporting member. 

17. A filing folder comprising a sheet of 
suitable material folded in such manner that 
one part lies upon the other, and a strip of 
metal having tongues sheared and offset 
from the body thereof to form hooks, and 
having clips sheared and offset from its 
body to form a label holder, said strip be 
ing inclosed in a casing formed by the 
upper margin of the folder being doubled 
over on itself, apertures being provided 
through which the hooks and clips extend 
toward the other part of the folder, said 
other part having a portion cut away to 
expose a labei held by the clips, and hav 
ing apertures to permit passage of the hooks 
therethrough, whereby they are enabled to 
hook on to a suitable supporting member. 

18. In a filing device, a beam, a strip of 
metal having tongues sheared and offset 
from its body to form hooks adapted to be 
hooked onto the beam, and means for sus 
pending records from Said strip. 

19. In a filing folder, a beam, a strip of 
metal having tongues sheared and offset 
from its body to form hooks whereby the 
strip may be hung on the beam, means for 

suspending records from the strip, 
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and a 
label holder for attaching a label to the 
Strip. 

20. In a filing device, a beam, a strip of 
metal, hooks secured thereto whereby the 

55 

strip may be hung on the beam, and means 
for suspending records from the strip. 

21. A filing device comprising a beam, a 
folder, means for attaching the folder to 
the beam, and means for suspending records 
in the folder. 

22. In a filing device, a beam, a strip of 
metal having tongues sheared and offset 
from its body to form hooks adapted to be 
hooked onto the beam, means for suspending 
records from the strip, and means for at 
taching a label to the strip. 

23. A filing device comprising a beam, a 
folder, means for attaching the folder to 
the beam, means for suspending records in 
the folder, and means for attaching a label 
to the folder. 

24. A filing device comprising a beam, a 
folder, and devices attached to the folder 
whereby to suspend the folder from and 
parallel to the beam, said devices being so 
constructed that two or more folders may 
be suspended from a single beam. 

25. A filing device comprising a beam, a 
Support therefor, a folder, and hooks there 
on adapted to hook over and suspend the 
folder parallel to the beam. 

26. A filing device comprising a support 
ing frame, a plurality of beams supported 
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thereby, and foldiers adapted to attach and 
hang parallel to the beams, said beams be 
ing adjustable as to their position upon the 
frame so that no space will be lost between 
the folders. 

27. A filing device comprising a support 
ing frame, a plurality of beams supported 
thereby, and folders adapted to attach and 
hang parallel to the beams, said beams be 
ing adapted to be individually removed 
from the frame without removing adjacent 
beams or folders. 

CHESTER, . WAGNER, 
Witnesses: 

PHILIP B. TREASH, 
E. C. FosTER. 
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