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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, Wirriam Catrin and
MirreNn McMivLrLaN, citizen of the United
States, residing at Kansas City, in the county
of Jackson and State of Missouri, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Carriages for Display-Racks; and we do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the-accompanying draw-
ings, and to the figures of reference marked

thereon, which form « part of this specifica~

tion.

Our present invention relates to a carriage
for display-racks, and more particularly to a
class in which the carriage is slidably mount-
ed on the rack. : :

A carriage constructed according to our
invention 1s especially adapted for use on
racks for displaying ornamental cracker and
fancy-cake cans, where a number of canscon-
taining different assortments of crackers and
cakesare arranged on tiersof shelves. As or-
dinarily constructed these racks are simply
shelves arranged one above the other, on
which the cans are placed side by side, it be-
ing necessary when it is desired to remove
the contents of any of the cans to remove the

.can from the shelf and place it on the counter

or other support before opening the lid.

It is the object of our invention to provide
a telescoping carriage in which the can may
be placed and which may be drawn out from
the rack-shelves far enough to permit the lid
of the can to be raised and the contents re-
moved, thereby obviating the necessity of
lifting the can down from the rack each time
a sale is made.

A further object of our invention is to pro-~
vide a device of the class described which is
simple and economical in construction and
operation and comprises improved details of
structure, which will presently be fully de-
scribed, and pcinted out in the claims, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which like reference-numerals refer to like

parts throughout the several views, and in.

which— : :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a rack equipped with our improved car-
riage. Fig. 2 1s a detail view of the clam
joining the two carriage members.
a vertical sectional view of a portion of the

Fig. 31s

[ rack and track on which the inner carriage
member slides. :

Referring more in detail to the parts, 1 rep-
resents a portion of a rack or case having a
series of shelf-brackets 2 rigidly secured to
itssides. Mounted on brackets 2 is the inner
member 4 of our carriage 4 5, said member 4
being preferably formed of a strip of sheet
metal gent, as shown, to provide the horizon-
tal base portions 6 and the vertical side
guards 7, the whole forming a skeleton frame
in which the forward member 5 of the car-
riage is adapted to rest when the can carried
therein is not in use, but in which said mem-
ber 5 may travel; as will presently be de-
seribed.

The forward member 5 of carriage 4 5 is
substantially similar to member 4—that is, it
is a skeleton frame comprising the horizontal
bases 62 and the vertical side guards 7=
Member 5 is smaller than member 4 and is
adapted to telescope or slidé backward and
forward in said member, being guided in its
sliding movement by flanges 8 and 8% on the
top of the respective side guards 7 of member
4, which have lips 9 92 on their ends, which
are bent downwardly over the inner edges of
guards 72, and by flanges 10 10* on the re-
spective side bases 6, which have lips 11 112
bent upwardly and backwardly to fit over
the respective bases 6’ of member 5, said
flanges forming guards to guide member 5 in
its travel in and out of inner member 4 and
acting as clamps to retain said member 5 in a
horizontal position when drawn outwardly
for the purpose mentioned.

In order for the carriage to operate suc-
cessfully, it is necessary for the inner member
4 to have a limited movement in the direc-
tions of member 5. This may be accom-
plished by the employment of any one of a
number of devices, the one that we show and
prefer to use comprising a metal strip 12,
which is secured to and extends over the ends
of the shelf-bracket 2, its ends being bent
downwardly and secured to the ends of the
bracket, as shown. On the inner side of strip

“wardly and inwardly, forming a hook around
the'edge of the base of the inner member 4,
providing a loose keeper for the member
which will permit a sliding movement thereof
whieh is limited by the space originally sepa-
rating the end of the flange and the end base
of the member, as the member when drawn
forward will be held when $aid base abuts

12 we provide a flange 13, which extends up-.
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against the end of the flange. By employing
this device we not only provide a satisfactory
keeper, but a track as well, on which the in-
ner member may slide, thereby obviating the
wearing of the brackets.

While the members of the carriage may be
constructed in any suitable manner, we pre-
fer to have the metal strips slit and lapped, as
shown in Fig. 1, the end bases underlapping
the side bases in the outer member and the
side bases underlapping the end base in the
inner member. In this way a more satisfac-
tory sliding movement may be provided.

While we have described but one carriage,
it is understood that there may be a series of
same on each shelf and as many shelves as
desired, and while we have described the car-
riage as resting on brackets on the sides of
the rack or case, it may be mounted on an or-
dinary shelf, as may readily be seen.

1415 a finger-grip on the forward member 5
for convenience In operating the carriage.

In the use of our device the carriage is
mounted in the rack, as described. A can
containing cakes or other merchandise is
placed in the forward carriage member and
the whole pushed into the rack or case. When
it is desired to remove part of the contents of
the can, the forward member is drawn out-
wardly by means of the grip 14, the guide-
flange on the rear member catching on the
back end of the forward member and draw-
ing said rear member forward until the back
end of said member impinges against said
track-flange and is held thereagainst, the
parts being so arranged as to permit the for-
ward member to be extended sufficiently to
permit the lid of the can to be opened, but

- not so far as to throw any unnecessary strain
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on the carriage. As the inner member of the
carriage is held by the track-flanges to the
rack and the outer member containing the
can is secured to the inner member, the whole
carriage is supported on the frame in its ex-
tended position and the contents of the can
removed without the necessity of carrying

810,909

the can to the counter, as is ordinarily done.
When through with the can, the carriage is
easily pushed back to its place in the rack.

While we have specifically described the
parts of our carriage, we do not wish to be un-
derstood as limiting ourselves to the exact
details of structure therein shown and de-
scribed, inasmuch at the same may be varied
without departing from the spirit of our in-
vention. ,

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new therein, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a device of the class described,in com-
bination with a suitable rack, a carriage com-
prising the inner member 4 which is secured
to the rack, said member having the horizon-
tal bases 6 and the vertical guards 7, the
flanges 8 8% having lips 9 9* and flanges 10
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10* having lips 11 11* on the outer end of -

saild member 4, and the outer member 5
adapted to telescope with member4, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In a device of the class described in com-
bination with a suitable rack, a carriage com-
prising an inner member slidably mounted in
the rack and having flanges 8 8* and 10 10*
provided with lips 9 92 and 11 117, an outer
carriage member engaged by said lips and
flanges and adapted to telescope with said in-
ner member, and means for limiting the travel

of said inner member, all substantially as set.

forth.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.
‘WILLIAM CATLIN.
MILTON McMILLAN.

Witnesses to the signature of William
Catlin:
F. B. Burrovess,
R. R. Busn.

Witnesses to the signature of Milton Mc-
Millan:
W. M. Levy,
S. 0. WiLLiAMS.
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