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1 Claim. (CL 179—1)

This invention relates to apparatus for transmitting
sound from a baseball field and more particularly to such
apparatus positioned beneath a base on a baseball field.
This application is a continuation-in-part of my applica-
tion Serial No. 635,905, now abandoned filed January 23,
1957.

It is highly desirable for the spectators at a baseball
game to hear what is transpiring on the playing field,
such as arguments at the bases between opposing players,
and discussions between the umpires and players. By
transmitting the sounds from the playing field to the
grandstand, the spectators feel that they are taking part
in the game. Also, it enables the spectators to judge a
play better as they can hear the baseball strike the glove
or mitt of a player.

It is an object of my invention to provide apparatus for
transmitting sound from a baseball field which is posi-
tioned beneath a base on a baseball field and does not
interfere in any manner with the playing of the game.

It is a further object of my invention to provide ap-
paratus for transmitting sound from a baseball field in
which a resilient pad or support for the base is formed
of a greater surface area than the base and has perfora-
tions or apertures in the area adjacent the base whereby
sound may be transmitted through the perforations to a
microphone therebeneath.

An additional object of my invention is to provide a
rigid support for the resilient pad to which the pad and
the base may be secured to retain them in position, and
with the rigid support having openings to permit the pas-
sage of sound therethrough to a microphone positioned
therebeneath. !

Apparatus embodying features of my invention is
shown in the accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this application, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of a baseball playing
field and an adjacent grandstand;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of home plate showing a re-
silient pad having apertures therethrough mounted on a
rigid support;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of one of the bases show-
ing a bag or base mounted on a resilient support which
in turn is mounted on a rigid support;

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the apparatus shown
in FIG. 3 and showing the bag secured to the rigid sup-
port; and,

FIG. 5 is a sectional view of the base mounted over a
compartment positioned beneath the surface of the play-
ing field which compartment has a microphone therein.

Referring now in detail to the drawings for a better
understanding of my invention, I show in FIG. 1 a base-
ball playing field indicated generally by the numeral 10
and having a home plate 11 and first, second, and third
bases 12. The grandstand is indicated generally by the
numeral 13 and has a control booth 14 therein for a pub-
lic address system which embodies a loud speaker. My
apparatus for transmitting sound is positioned beneath
home plate 11 and each of the other bases 12 and may
be controlled by suitable control means from control
booth 14. . The sounds on the playing field can thus be
transmitted through the control booth to the public ad-
dress system so that spectators in the grandstand may
hear what is taking place on the playing field.
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Referring now to FIG. 3, I show a base that may be
used at each of the bases 12 which comprises a bag 16
having straps 17 extending therethrough. A resilient pad
18 is provided beneath bag 16 and is formed of rubber
or a similar material so that the players will not be hurt
when sliding into bag 16. The edges of pad 18 are
beveled to allow the players to slide thereover easily with-
out interfering with spikes on the players’ shoes.

Pad 18 is of a surface area larger than bag 16 and has
perforations or openings 19 extending therethrough so
that sound in the vicinity of bag 16 may pass through
openings 19. Openings 19 are preferably circular in
shape and preferably of a diameter 952 inch. It is con-
templated that openings between 332 and 142 inch may
be used staisfactorily. A rigid support or grill 21 is posi-
tioned beneath pad 18 and comprises flat metal strips 22
(see FIG. 4) with bars 23 extending between the strips
22. Strap openings 24 are provided in pad 18 beneath
bag 16 so that the openings are not exposed and players
will not be entangled in openings 24. Openings 25 are
provided in grill 21 to receive straps 17 from bag 16 so
that the bag and resilient pad 18 may be secured to grill
21. Buckles 26 on straps 17 allow the straps to be con-
nected to each other beneath grill 21. A compact unit
consisting of bag 16, base 18 and grill 21 is thus obtained.

Referring now to FIG. 5, I show the compartment for
a microphone beneath the surface of the playing field and
supporting a base thereon. The compartment is gen-
erally square and made of concrete or other suitable ma-
terials. The compartment consists of a floor comprising
a concrete slab 28 and walls 29 formed of concrete blocks.
The upper blocks of walls 29 are recessed at 31 so that
grill 21 may be positioned therein with the upper surface
of the grill being substantially flush with the upper sur-
face of walls 29. To avoid space resonances, the in-
terior of the compartment is lined with a sponge rubber
layer 32 which improves the acoustical qualities of my
transmitting apparatus. Grill 21 is shock mounted within
recess 31 by a rubber liner 30 positioned between grill
21 and blocks 29.

A microphone is indicated generally by the numeral
33 and comprises a base portion 34 with a threaded stand-
ard 36 having the lower end thereof secured to base por-
tion 34 and the upper end thereof secured to a micro-
phone head 37. The microphone head 37 has an an-
nular flange 38 secured thereto and a dust deflector 39
is mounted on flange 38 by rod members 41 that are spot
welded at one end to deflector 39 and at the other end to
flange 38. A cover of resilient material 42 surrounds
dust deflector 39 and may be of rubber or other suitable
material to maintain the acoustical qualities of the sound
transmitting apparatus.

An electrical lead 43 is connected to microphone 33 and
extends around a hook 44 which keeps the lead raised
from floor 28 of the compartment as water collects
therein at times. Lead 43 extends through the concrete
block wall to the control booth 14 where microphone 33
is controlled. Suitable bushings are positioned on each
side of line 43 where it extends through the concrete
wall so that there will be no appreciable reverberations
of sound.

The upper surface of resilient pad 18 is substantially
flush with the upper surface of the playing field indicated
at 10. The concrete blocks 29 are completely covered
by the turf or playing field surface and the only exposed
part of my apparatus is the upper surface of the resilient
pad 18 and bag 16.

In FIG. 2, I show home plate 11 which does not have
a bag thereon. Home plate 11 is of a different shape
from the other bases since it is pentagonal in shape and
comprises a resilient pad 47 having apertures or per-
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forations 48 therethrough. The resilient pad is mounted
on a rigid frame or grill therebeneath and indicated in
dotted lines at 49. The compartment and grill for home
base is similar to that shown in FIG. 5 except that the
shape is pentagonal as required by the rules of the game.

From the foregoing, it is understood that I have pro-
vided apparatus for transmitting sound from a baseball
field in which a resilient pad has apertures or perfora-
tions therethrough and is mounted on a rigid frame over
a compartment in which a microphone is positioned. The
sound is transmitted to a control booth where it is trans-
mitted through a public address system to the spectators
of the baseball game. At the bases, the resilient pad is
formed of a greater surface area than the base and has
perforations in the area adjacent the base so that sound
is transmitted through the perforations to a microphone
therebeneath, The bag of the base is secured to the re-
silient pad and the grill therebeneath by strap members
which extend through all three members and are con-
nected to each other under the grill.

While I have shown my invention in more than one
from, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that
it is mot so limited but is susceptible of various changes
and modifications without departing from the spirit there-
of and 1 desire, therefore, that only such limitations be
placed thereupon as are specifically set forth in the ap-
pended claim.
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What I claim is:

In combination, a base adapted to be positioned on a
baseball playing field, a resilient support in contact with
the underside of said base on which the base is resiliently
supported, said resilient support being of a greater sur-
face area than the surface area of the base and having
perforations therethrough, a rigid support beneath the
resilient support and having openings therein in com-
munication with the perforations in said resilient support,
said rigid support being of substantially the same surface
area as the surface area of said resilient support, straps on
said base extending through openings in said resilient
support and secured to said rigid support whereby the
base, resilient support and rigid support are secured to-
gether, and means adjacent the underside of said rigid
support to transmit sound passing through the perfora-
tions in said resilient support and openings in said rigid
support.
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