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This application is a division of my co 
pending application, Serial No. 141,612, filed 
October 14, 1926. . . . . . . . . . . . . . An object of the invention is to provide an 

E index card which may be interconnected with 
similar cards to form an imbricated series, wherein the spacing obtained between adja 
cent exposed margins of adjacent cards is at 
a minimum. Such minimum spacing is ob 

0 tained through a novel arrangement of slot 
and ear interconnection and is especially 
adapted for condensed indexes wherein one 
line of information on each card is desired. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
5 drawing forming a part of this specification, 
in WE, Fig. 1 is a plan view of one surface of my 
impy index signal. . . ig. 2 is a plan view similar to Fig. 1 of 

20 the opposite face of the signal. 
Fig. 3 is an edge view of a signal. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary elevation of a series 

of articulated cards to which my improved 
signals are applied. 

25 'E 5 is a sectional view through a signal 
on line 5-5 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a plan view of one of a large num 
ber of types of record cards to which my im 
proved signals may be applied. 

0 Fig. 7 is an edge view of a signal of 
metal or other material coated with enamel, 
paint, etc. Referring to the drawing by numerals, 10 
indicates the improved signal which may be 
constructed of any suitable material, such as 
metal, celluloid, cardboard and the like. 
This material may be transparent or opaque, 
and said signal material may be composite 
in nature, such as metal with colored enamel 

- on each side, a plurality of pieces of celluloid 
or other material cemented together, or paper 
cemented to celluloid, or other material, or 
the signal material may be all the same ma 
terial and not composite in character. 

( One of the salient features is that if de 
sired one surface of the index material may 
be of one color and the opposite surface of 
the material of a contrasting color. In Fig. 
1, for example, one surface has been shown 
white, while in Fig. 2, the opposite surface 

out tongues 11 which may be slipped over the 

in Figs. I and 2, four of these tongues have 

cate different classes of credit rating, white 

5, 1931. Serial No. 513,752. 
has been shown red, but any other colors may 
be used if desired. This feature makes it 
possible for the signal to give twice as many 
indications of the condition of accounts, 
reference data, etc., as if the material were is 
of the same color on both surfaces. How 
ever, if so desired, the signal may be of the 
same color on both surfaces, and still be high 
R efficient as to number of indications due to urther mechanical improvements to be 
hereinafter described. 
The signal material is preferably formed 

into the desired shape by means of dies or 
punches so as to provide a plurality of struck 
edge of a record card as shown in Figs. 4 and 
5 so that the record card is confined between 
the tongue 11 and the body 12 of the signal 
material. The improved index signal may 
have one of these tongues, or there may be a 
plurality of tongues, and they may be flirther 
so constructed as to lie in radiating positions 
or other desired positions with respect to the 
center 13 of the signal. In the example shown 

5 
been shown as radiating from the common 
center 13, and these tongues thus lie at angles 
of ninety degrees one to the other. 

In order to further differentiate the 
tongues and provide a greater number of 
possible indications or symbols for a given 
signal, different tongues may be provided 
with differently shaped apertures such as a 
circle 14 in tongue 15, a triangle 16 in tongue 
17 and a square 18 in tongue 19. The tongue 
11 has been shown plain without an aperture. 
Thus as an example of the utility of this novel 
signal, in using the same for accounts receiv 
able, if the four tongues 11, 15, 17 and 19 indi 50 
surfaces exposed on a tongue would indicate 
first statement mailed to a customer, and a red 
surface exposed would indicate second state 
ment mailed to the customer. In this way 
the condition of a particular account could be o 

seen at a glance simply by the indication giv 
en by the desired tongue of the signal. 
The signal may be constructed 6f any suit 

able material, bit in the preferred förm it 
is constructed of two pieces of transpareit ico 
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celluloid, opaque cardboard or other suitable 
material of different colors sealed together 
as shown in Fig. 3. If desired one layer of 
the composite signal material may be of 
opaque material such as paper, while the 
opposite surface may be of transparent cel 
luloid or the material may be of a single 
material such as metal, with different colored 
paints or enamels on the opposite faces as 
shown in Fig. 7. Regardless of the material 
or construction used it is desirable, but not 
essential, for one surface of the signal to be 
of one color and the opposite surface to be of another color. 
While my improved signal may be applied 

to the edge of any type of record or reference 
card, it is especially adapted to be applied 
to the edge of a record card such as shown in 
Fig. 6, which is adapted to be articulated or 
connected to a similar card by means of 
tongues 20 which engage in suitable aper 
tures 21 formed in the body of said card 22. 
The apertures 21 may take the form of diag 
onal slots, and are so spaced that One edge 
of each of said cards is in overlapping visible 
relation to equivalent edges of other cards in 
the series, and the signals are especially 
adapted to be applied to said exposed or visi 
ble edges of the record cards. 
The tongues 20 on the end card of the series 

may be inserted in suitable apertures or slots 
23 in a panel 24, of cardboard, metal, or other 
suitable material so that the series of cards 22 
is supported from the tongues on said end 
card of the series. It would be seen that the 
signals may be instantly attached to or de 
tached from record cards, and transferred 
from one card to another card, or applied to 
a given card so that another tongue is ex 
posed, giving a different indication or signal. 
In the preferred form shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 
eight different indications or signals may be 
given by the index signal simply by attaching 
the index signal to the edge of the reference 
card 22 with the desired colored tongue ex posed to view. 
I would state in conclusion that while the 

illustrated examples constitute a practical 
embodiment of my invention, I do not limit 
myself precisely to the features herein illus 
trated and described, since manifestly the 
same can be considerably varied without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention as 
defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is 
1. An index card comprising a sheet of 

material having notches in opposite ends to . 
provide a pair of tongues at One marginal 
edge, said sheet being formed with a diago 
nal opening adjacent each tongue extending 
inwardly on said card toward said marginal 
edge and spaced therefrom; the walls formed 
by each opening having a substantial paral 
lelogramic relation, with the wall adjacent to 
said marginal edge, being arranged in paral 
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lelism to said edge; and a similar index card 
mounted on the first index card and having its 
tongues engaging in the openings of the first 
card, said adjacent and opposite walls of each 
opening in the first cardslidably receiving 
the tongues of the last named card. 

2. An index card comprising a sheet of ma 
terial having notches in opposite ends pro 
viding a pair of tongues at one marginal 
edge, said sheet being formed with a diago 
nal opening adjacent each tongue and ex 
tending inwardly toward said marginal edge 
in spaced relation thereto; the was formed 
by each opening having a substantial paral 
lelogramic relation, with the wall adjacent 
said edge arranged in parallelism to said edge 
and in alignment with the lower wall of the 
tongue, whereby the tongues of a similar in 
dex card mounted on said first card extend 
through the openings therein and have por 
tions both engaging said adjacent walls of 
the openings therein and the lower edge of the tongues. 
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