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My invention relates to a new and useful adjustable 
runway, skidboard and scaffold platform and has for one 
of its cbjects to provide an exceedingly simple, efficient 
and strong item that can readily and quickly be adjusted 
to various lengths for use in spanning spaces of different 
distances to skid heavy articles from vehicles, bridge gaps 
between two locations such as a ship and a dock, and to 
provide a platform for a workingman's scaffold and the 
like. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an adjust 

able device of the character mentioned which may be 
collapsed to a small size for storage and shipping purposes 
and then extended to different lengths within a certain 
limitation for employment as a support in various capac 
ities. 

Another object of this invention is to construct an 
adjustable runway, skidboard and platform comprised of 
two Lested channels with their flanges extending in the 
same direction and one of which is slightly deeper than 
the other whereby the edges of all flanges are in sub 
stantially the same plane. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a hook 

structure on the inner end of the exterior member for 
engagement with a bar, the interior member coacting to 
temporarily fasten the complete item in place on the bar. 
A further object cf this invention is to provide means 

for adjustably holding the channel members together and 
securing them in the adjusted positions, the securing means 
including a selectively applicable fastening device project 
able through any one of a row of holes in one flange of 
the exterior member. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a securing ineans including a bolt and nut, said bolt 
having oppositely arranged square notches to receive the 
edges bordering a slot in the web of the interior channel 
member whereby the bolt is held against rotation and 
prevented from being displaced until an enlargement of 
said slot is brought into registration with said bolt. 
With the above and other objects in view this invention 

consists of the details of construction and combination 
of elements hereinafter set forth and then designated by 
the claims. 

In order that those skilled in the art to which this 
invention appertains may understand how to make and 
use the same I will describe its construction in detail 
referring by numerals to the accompanying drawing form 
ing a part hereof, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a view of one side of the device in collapsed or 
centracted condition. 

Fig. 2 is a view of the other side of the same device 
shown in a partially extended position. 

Fig. 3 is a bottom or underneath plan view of the device 
in contracted position. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the same. 
Fig. 5 is an inner end view thereof. 
Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view on the line 6-6 of 

Fig. 3. 
In carrying out my invention as herein embodied 10 
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represents the exterior channel member and 11 is the 
interior channel member which is nested and freely slid 
ably mounted in said exterior member 10 and both fac 
ing in the same direction. Both members are formed 
from a Suitable light weight and very strong metal. 
The exterior channel member 10 includes a web 12 

and a pair of parallel longitudinal flanges 13 along oppo 
site sides of said web. The flanges terminate short of 
the inner end of the web of said exterior member and 
at said inner end is formed an inturned hook structure 
14 to engage over a rod on a vehicle and said hook struc 
tire has a notch 15 midway the sides of the member to 
accommodate any protuberance such as a bracket con 
stituting a portion of the rod support. The outer surface 
of the web at the outer end of the exterior member is 
beveled as shown at 16. 
One flange 13 of the exterior member 10 has a lion 

gitudinal slot 17, Fig. 1, and the other flange of the same 
member has a longitudinal row of spaced holes 18, Fig. 2, 
for purposes to be presently described. 
The interior channel member is also includes a web 

i9 and a pair of parallel longitudinal flanges 20 along 
opposite sides of said web. Said flanges 20 of said inte 
rior member extend the full length of the web portion i9 
and the outer ends thereof are beveled upwardly and out 
wardly from the underneath edges as indicated at 21 to 
position the outer end of the web 19 close to a ground 
surface when the device is used in an inclined position 
when employed as a skidboard, for example. The overall 
width of the interior member 11 is approximately that of 
the inside width of the exterior member 10 whereby the 
former is slidable in the latter when nested therein. The 
flanges 20 of the interior member are of less height than 
those of the exterior member so that when nested the 
outer edges of all of the flanges will be in substantially 
the same plane. 
One flange 28 of the interior member ill has a single 

hole adjacent the inner end and a screw 22 is projected 
through the flange from the inside and through the slot 
37 in the coacting fange 3 of the exterior member 10 
with a nut 23 of appropriate type mounted on the outer 
projecting end. The other flange 20 of said interior mem 
ber li also has a single hole adjacent its inner end where 
by a screw 24 may be projected through said other flange 
and selectively passed through one of the row of holes 18 
after which an appropriate nut 25 may be mounted there 
on. These Screws and their nuts constitute fastening 
means and in the case of the screw 24 and its nut 25 
Soline type of quick acting fastener or a conventional pin 
might be substituted as an equivalent thereof. The heads 
of the screws may be fashioned to provide flats that coact 
with the inner surface of the web of the interior member 
ii to hold said screws from rotating when and if a nut 
is screwed thereon. 
An additional fastener, which may be considered the 

main Securing means, is in the form of a screw 26 pro 
jected through a single hole in the web 12 of the exterior 
member i0 adjacent the outer end thereof and through a 
longitudinal slot 27 in the web 19 of the interior member 
11 and an appropriate nut 28 is threaded onto the pro 
jecting end of the screw 26 within said interior member 
11. The screw 25 has square notches 29 in two opposite 
sides of its shank to provide a reduced neck for registra 
tion with the edges of the web bordering the slot 27 which 
is enlarged at 30 to permit passage of the screw into and 
out of the slot opening. While the notched screw shank 
is within the main straight and narrow portion of the 
slot 27 the two members cannot be separated and the 
screw cannot become dislodged. When the fastenings 22 
and 24 and the nut 28 have been removed the interior 
member 1 can be slid towards the inner end of the exte 
rior member and the inner end of said interior member 
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moved away from the exterior member until said interior 
member will pass the hook structure at which time the 
enlarged portion 30 of the slot will coincide with the 
Screw 26 and the members then can be separated. 
When the device is used as a skidboard it can be con 

tracted for easy storage and transportation and when 
actually employed it can be used in the contracted condi 
tion or expanded to different desirable lengths to accom 
modate various types of work and distances over which 
heavy articles may have to be moved. This eliminates 
the necessity of carrying a number of boards of different 
lengths or having to return to the place of storage after 
discovering that the boards are not the proper ones for 
the job. 
The device may also be utilized as a runway on a ship, 

an airplane or the like as well as a bridge across a dam, 
a light well or areaway, and can be employed as a plat 
form on a scaffold of any appropriate type. 
Of course I do not wish to be limited to the exact details 

of construction herein shown and described as these may 
be varied within the scope of the appended claims without 
departing from the spirit of my invention. 

Having described my invention, what I claim as new 
and useful is: 

1. In a device of the kind described, an exterior chan 
nel member including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
one end of said web being turned inwards and formed 
with a notch midway between its side edges to define a 
hook structure, the opposite end of said web being 
beveled, an interior channel member also including a web 
and a pair of parallel flanges, said interior member being 
narrower and shallower than the exterior member where 
by the former is slidably moved in the latter, the web of 
the interior member having a longitudinal slot and the ends 
of its flanges opposite the location of the hook structure 
being beveled inwardly and rearwardly from the web, 
and securing means connected with the web of the ex 
terior member and coacting with the slot in the web of 
the interior member for holding the members in vari 
ous selected adjustments longitudinally of each other. 

2. In a device of the kind described, an exterior chan 
nel member including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
a hook structure formed on one end of Said Web and 
spaced from the adjacent ends of the flanges, the op 
posite end of said web being beveled, and interior chan 
nel member also including a web and a pair of parallel 
flanges, said interior member being narrower and shal 
lower than the exterior member whereby the former 
is slidably nested in the latter, the web of the interior 
member having a longitudinal slot and the ends of its 
flanges opposite the ends of the location of the hook struc 
ture being beveled inwardly and rearwardly from the 
web, and a screw mounted on the web of the exterior 
member having a threaded shank projecting through said 
last mentioned web and the slot in the web of the interior 
member, said screw shank having square notches in oppo 
site sides thereof for registration with the edges of the web 
bordering the slot to hold the members together and retain 
the screw in place, and a nut on the projecting end of said 
screw for clamping the parts in position, said slot hav 
ing an enlarged portion at one end whereby the parts 
may be disconnected when the nut is removed and the 
enlarged portion of the slot coincides with the screw. 

3. In a device of the kind described, an exterior chan 
nel member including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
a hook structure formed on one end of said Web and . 
spaced from the adjacent ends of the flanges, the opposite 
end of said web being beveled, an interior channel mem 
ber also including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
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4. 
said interior member being narrower and shallower than 
the exterior member whereby the former is slidably nested 
in the latter with the edges of all flanges in the same 
plane, the web of the interior member having a longitudi 
nal slot and the ends of its flanges opposite the location of 
the hook structure being beveled inwardly and rearward 
ly from the web, securing means connected with the web 
of the exterior member and coacting with the slot in the 
web of the interior member for holding the members in 
various selected adjustments longitudinally of each other, 
one flange of the exterior member having a longitudinal 
slot therein, and fastening means on the coacting flange 
of the interior member and including a portion projecting 
within the last mentioned slot for additionally temporarily 
fastening the members together. 

4. In a device of the kind described, an exterior chan 
nel member including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
a hook structure formed on one end of the web and spaced 
from the adjacent ends of the flanges, the opposite end 
of said web being beveled, an interior channel member 
also including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, said 
interior member being narrower and shallower than the 
exterior member whereby the former is slidably nested 
in the latter with the edges of all flanges in the same plane, 
the Web of the interior member having a longitudinal 
slot and the ends of its flanges opposite the location of 
the hock structure being beveled inwardly and rearward 
ly from the web, securing means connected with the 
web of the exterior member and coacting with the slot 
in the web of the interior member for holding the mem 
bers in various selected adjustments longitudinally of 
each other, one flange of the exterior member having a 
longitudinal row of spaced holes, and fastening means 
projected through the coacting flange of the interior mem 
ber and a preselected one of the row of holes for addi 
tionally holding the members in temporarily adjusted posi 
tionS. 

5. In a device of the kind described, an exterior chan 
nel member including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
a hook structure formed on one end of said web and 
spaced from the adjacent ends of the flanges, the opposite 
end of said web being beveled, an interior channel mem 
ber also including a web and a pair of parallel flanges, 
said interior member being narrower and shallower than 
the exterior member whereby the former is slidably nested 
in the latter with the edges of all flanges in the same 
plane, the web of the interior member having a longitu 
dinal slot and the ends of its flanges opposite the location 
of the hook structure being beveled inwardly and rear 
wardly from the web, securing means connected with 
the web of the exterior member and coacting with the 
slot in the web of the interior member for holding the 
members in various selected adjustments longitudinally 
of each other, one flange of the exterior member hav 
ing a longitudinal slot and the other flange of said interior 
member having a longitudinal row of spaced holes, and 
separate means on the respective coacting flanges of the 
interior member and projecting through the last men 
tioned slot and selectively into any one of the holes for 
assisting in holding the members in different adjusted 
positions. 
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