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conveniences and disadvantages. Objects and advantages 
of the same will be set forth in parthereafter and in 
part will be obvious herefrom or may be learned by 
practicing the invention, the same being realized and at 
tained by means of the instrumentalities and combinations 
pointed out in the appended claims. . . . 

It is an object of this invention to 
or holder in which sewing machine needles or similar 
Small high-precision "tools' are held and wedged firmly 
therein. ... . . ...' 

It is a further object of this invention to provide 
receptacle means for sewing machine needles or like 
small articles, which are made of relatively flexible and/or 
resilient plastic material for holding said articles firmly 
under slight pressure. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a receptacle for a plurality of sewing machine needles 
or the like, which easily permits withdrawal of said 
needles, one at a time, without affecting or disturbing: 
protective holding of the rest of the needles. . . . 
Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a box-like structure enclosing the said receptacle for 
the sewing machine needles, the receptacle being secured 
in the said structure in such manner that it cannot drop. 
out when the box is opened. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

as an article of manufacture a plastic needle box which 
can be mass-produced economically and which is very 
practical, efficient and easy to handle. 

Various further and more specific purposes, features 

provide a receptacle. 

2 
names for convenience, but such names are intended to 
be as generic in their application to similar parts as the 
art will permit. Like reference characters denote like 
parts in the figures of the drawing, in which: 

facture Belge d'Aiguiles, Eupen, Belgium, a corpora- 5 FIG. 1 is a view of container or body, partly broken 
tion of Belgium away, showing therein the inserted receptacle for holding 

Filed Mar. 18, 1964, Ser. No. 352,745 the needles, according to the invention; 
Claims priority, application Germany, Sept. 24, 1963, FIG. 2 is a section of the container and receptacle, 

s 87,497 taken along the line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
. 13 Claims. (CI. 206-17) 10 FIG. 3 is a side view of the container and receptacle, 
This invention relates to packaging containers in gen- partly opened; and 

eral, and to containers for small precision articles, such FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the open container. 
as sewing machine needles, small drills or the like, which Referring now in more detail to the drawing illustrat 
are sensitive to damage. The invention consists in such ing. by way of example only a preferred embodiment by 
novel features, construction, arrangements and combina- 15 which the invention may be realized, there is shown a 
tions of parts as may be shown and described in connec- receptacle for sewing machine needles 2 or like Small 
tion with the device herein disclosed by way of example articles, which has a back wall 13 and a plurality of 
only and as illustrative of a preferred embodiment. elongated vertical grooves 14. The height of the recep 
The small receptacle or container for sewing needles, tacle is substantially shorter than the said needles, So that 

particularly for high-precision sewing machine needles, 20 the upper portion of same protrudes over the said re 
usually consists of a fiat body made either of wood or ceptacle 11. A reinforcing bar 5 is transversely arranged 
plastic, having a plurality of elongated grooves into in the upper half of the receptacle, which bar is pierced 
which the needles or like articles are more or less loosely by holes 6 in such manner that each one of the holes 
inserted. Obviously these “tools” are not firmly held in 16 is coaxial with one of the vertical grooves 14. The 

... place in these containers or boxes and it cannot be avoided 25 uppermost part 17 of the walls of each one of the vertical 
that they rattle therein. There is always a danger that grooves 14 is slightly cone-shaped. The receptacle 11 
the needles or the like may inadvertently drop out of has a solid bottom bar 18 on which two small pins 19, 19 
their receptacles when the container or box is opened, are arranged. 
and thus may be damaged so that they cannot be used in Receptacle 1 is preferably made of relatively flexible 
the high-speed sewing machines. The presently known 30 and/or resilient plastic material. A box-like container 
boxes for such small “tools” have a further disadvantage 29, made of a relatively harder, preferably transparent 
in that it is inconvenient to take one of these relatively plastic material, encloses receptacle 11. Container 20 
small articles out of the box which is small in size corre- consists primarily of two shells 21, 22 which are sub 
sponding to the nature of its contents. stantially longer than the receptacle, and a foot bar 23 

It is intended by this invention to overcome these in-85 to which the shells 21, 22 are attached by means of flex 
ible hinges. Two holes 24, 25 are provided in the foot 
bar 23 into which the small pins 19, 19 snugly fit. The 
two shells 21, 22 have small rims 26, 27, and they are 
made in such manner that shell 22 with the rims 27 
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thereof fit snugly into shell 21 and into the rims 26 of 
the latter, so that a properly fitting container for the 
receptacle 11 is provided when the two shells are closed. 
Projections or extensions 28, 29 are arranged on top of 
the shells 21, 22, respectively, for conveniently opening the 
case or container 20 with, for example, the fingers of a 
hand. Projections 28, 29 are dove-tail shaped for fitting 
in slots of Suitable display racks for sale (not shown in 
the drawing). 

Obviously a sewing machine needle or a like small high 
precision tool may be firmly held in the receptacle's 
grooves because a part of the shank thereof is slightly 
wedged in the substantially cone-shaped or restricted upper 
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and advantages will clearly appear from the detailed de 
scription given below taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing which forms part of the specification 
and illustrates merely by way of example one embodiment 
of the device of the invention. In the following descrip 

70 

tion and in the claims, parts will be identified by specific 

part of the vertical groove, whereas the slim shaft part of 
the needle is inserted into the holes 16 of the reinforcing 
bar 15. Thus, the needle cannot drop out inadvertently 
when the container is opened. Since the container or 
case 20 is substantially longer than the receptacle within 
it, and the needles, in turn, longer than the height of the 
receptacle, the needles can be taken out easily and con 
veniently The two box-shaped shells 2, 22 of the con 
tainer or case 20 do not obstruct accessibility. 
While the invention has been described and illustrated 

with respect to a certain preferred example which gives 
satisfactoy results, it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art after understanding the principle of the invention, 
that various other changes and modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention, and it is intended therefore in the appended claims 
to cover all such changes and modifications. 

I claim: 
1. In an open receptacle for sewing machine needles 
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or the like small, high-precision tools, said receptacle hav 
ing a back wall, a plurality of parallelly-arranged elon 
gated grooves, and a box-shaped container surrounding 
said receptacle; a bottom bar on said receptacle, said bot 
tom bar being transversely arranged of said grooves, an 
intermediate reinforcing bar on said receptacle, said inter 
mediate bar transversely arranged of Said grooves, said 
intermediate bar having holes coaxial with each one of 
said elongated grooves, at least two pins protruding from 
said bottom bar, a foot bar on said container, said foot 
bar having at least two holes for receiving said pins, two 
shells on said foot bar, said shells having rims, said shells 
having flexible transitions flexibly connected with said 
foot bar, said shells fitting with said rims into one 
another, forming said box-shaped container surrounding 
said receptacle, and a dove-tail shaped handle on top of 
each one of said shells. 

2. The combination with an open receptacle for sew 
ing machine needles or the like small high-precision tools, 
said receptacle having a back wall and a plurality of paral 
leily-arranged elongated grooves, of a container Sur 
rounding said receptacle, comprising a solid bottom bar 
on said receptacle, said bottom bar tranversely arranged of 
said grooves, an intermediate reinforcing bar on said re 
ceptacle, said intermediate bar transversely arranged of 
said grooves, said intermediate bar having holes coaxial 
with each one of said elongated grooves, at least two pins 
protruding from said bottom bar, a foot bar on Said con 
tainer, said foot bar having at least two holes for receiv 
ing said pins, two shells on said foot bar, said shells hav 
ing flexible transitions flexibly connected with said foot 
bar, said shells having rims, said shells fitting with said 
rims into one another, forming said box-shaped container 
surrounding said receptacle and a dove-tail shaped handle 
on top of each one of said shells. 

3. An open receptacle for sewing machine needles or 
the like small high-precision tools according to claim 1, 
said receptacle consisting of a resilient plastic material 
and said shells consisting of relatively hard, transparent 
plastic material. 

4. An open receptacle for sewing machine needles or 
the like Small high-precision tools according to claim 3, 
and each one of said plurality of said elongated grooves 
having slightly cone-shaped uppermost wall parts. 

5. The combination with an open receptacle for sewing 
machine needles or the like small high-precision tools, of 
a box-shaped container Surrounding said receptacle, ac 
cording to claim 2, and said box-shaped container being 
substantially longer than said receptacle, 
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4. 
6. An open receptacle for sewing machine needles or 

the like small high-precision tools according to claim 4, 
and said receptacle being less in height than the length of 
said sewing machine needles or the like tools. 

7. A container for needles and like small articles com 
prising an open receptacle having a back wall, a plurality 
of parallelly-arranged elongated grooves, and a substan 
tially box-shaped case surrounding said receptacle; said 
receptacle having a bottom, a bottom bar transversely 
arranged of said grooves, an intermediate reinforcing bar 
transversely arranged of said grooves, said intermediate 
bar having holes coaxial with said grooves, respectively, 
and at least one projection protruding from said bottom 
bar; said case having a foot bar, having a hole for receiv 
ing said projection, and two box-shaped shells flexibly 
connected with said foot bar. 

8. A container according to claim 7, each of said 
grooves having a restricted wedge-shaped upper portion. 

9. A container according to claim 8, said shells having 
side fanges fitting into one another. 

18. A container according to claim 7, said shells having 
side flanges fitting into one another. 

11. A container according to claim 8, said receptacle 
consisting of resilient plastic material and said case con 
sisting of relatively hard plastic material. 

12. A container according to claim 3, said case being 
longer than said receptacle. 

53. A container according to claim 7, said receptacle 
being less in height than the length of said needles or like 
small articles. 
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