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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WALTER AIKEN, OF FRANKLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINES FOR IRONING HOS,I»ER'Y.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 5%,455, dated August 28, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it- known that I, WALTER AIKEN, of
Franklin, in the county of Merrimac and State
of New Hampshire, have invented a new and
useful Machine for Ironing Hosiery; and I do
hereby declare the same to be fully described
in the following specification, and represented
in the accompanying drawings, of which—

TFigure 1 is a front elevation, Fig. 2 an end
view, and Figs. 8 and 4 are vertical sections,
of it.

In such drawings, A denotes the frame for
supporting the operative parts, it consisting
of a buse board or plate, «, and two standards,
b b, projecting upward from such base board
or plate. :

B and C are two metallic drams or hollow
cylinders, having their journals ¢ ¢/ d d’ tubu-
lar, and supported in boxes ¢ ¢/ fj*, applied to
the two standards.

A driving-shaft, D, provided with abelt-pul-
ley, ¢, and a toothed pinion, A, is arranged
over the upper roller, and supported in boxes
k' W, affixed to the two standards. '

Gears ¢ and % are fixed on the two next ad-
jacent journals of the cylinders and engage
with each other. The upper of such gears also
engages with the pinion.

A_connection-pipe, E, bent in the form shown
in the drawings, is inserted in the two adja-
cent jowrnals of the two cylinders, and held
in them by means of stuffing-boxes [ {, applied
to them. The boxes of the journals of the
lowerroller rest on springs m m, the said boxes
being applied to the standards in a thanner to
enable the lower roller to move a little away
from as well as toward the upper roller.

Steam is to be introduced into the upper
roller by a pipe, m/, leading into its journal.

From this roller it will flow through the flexile
pipe E into the lower roller and be discharged
through a pipe, #, leading from its journal,
and connected therewith by a stuffing-Dox.
The journals of the rollers are to revolve in
these pipes of induction, connection, and dis-
charge. .

Heretofore the work of ironing hosiery to
prepare it for sale in the market has been ac-
complished by hand-labor, the sock or stock-
ing being first put or stretched upon ametallic
form. A wet or damp cloth having been
spread over the sock, one side of it was ironed
with a common sad or hand-iron, after which
the other side was similarly treated.

With the machine, as hereinbefore described,
both sides of the sock are ironed at one oper-
ation, and while the form with the sock upon

"it is in the act of being run between the two

rollers while they may be in revolution.

One person with. the machine will accom-
plish four times the work in a given time that
she can do by the ordinary process of ironing
with a hand-iron, and, besides, the work will
be done very much better.

I claim—

The hosiery-ironing machine, made as de-
scribed, viz: of the two hollow drums or cyl-
inders, the flexile connection-pipe, the driving-
shaft and gears, the stationary and movable
boxes, tubular journals, and stuffing-boxes,

" arranged with and applied to a frame, A, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose, and to op-
erate as specified.
‘ WALTER AIKEN.
Witnesses:
JOHN S. BLANCHARD,
N. H. SANBORN.




