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The present invention relates to an improved
construction of a foldabie or collapsible auxiliary
seat designed especially for the use of infants
and small children, it being of a type adapted
to be suspended from thée arms or sides of a
regular or conventional seat or ¢hair.

Augxiliary seats of this general type aie well
known in the art, and are widely émployed to
give a “high chair” effect for infants and small
children to give them an élevated seat for view-
ing motion picture productions, or for any other
desired circumstances. ‘

The present construction offers desirable ad-
vantages over previous typés of structures of
this category, such as, for example, in the ease
in which it may be positioned for use, the flex-
ibility of its construction enabling it to be folded
very compactly for carrying, its strength of as-
sembly, and its ease and low cost of production.

These and further objects and advantages will
become apparént as the description proceeds,
and the features of novelty will be pointed out
ih particularity in the appended claims.

The inveérntion will be understood more readily
from the accompanying drawings, wherein

Fig. 1 is a perspective viéew of the auxiliary
seat of the present invention, the seat being
shown mounted on the armis of a conventional
type of chair; )

Fig. 2 is an enlarged defailed perspective of
one end of the auxiliary seat of the present in-
vention showitg details of the construction of
the mounting assémblies for the seat;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional elevation
through a portion of one of the suspension hooks
and motinting assembly:

Fig. 4 is & peérspectivé view of the improved
seat of the present invention showing the first
step in the folding or collapsing of the seat for
carriage;

Fig. 5 is a perspéctive view showing the seat
fully folded or eollapsed and réady for carrying;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of 4 modified form
of the seat of the present inivention in extended
position; )

Pig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional elevation
showing details of the modified mounting assem-
bly, and that of thé attachiment of the seat fabnc
and mounting hooks, the view &lso showing the
position assumed by one of the carrying handles
when the sedt is extended;

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view of the micunting
assemblies of the modifieation shown in Fig. 4;

Fig. 9 i a perspective view of the modified
form of the seat shown in Fig. 6, but in fully
folded or collapsed position for earrying.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
and first the modification shown in Figs. 1
through 5, reference character A represents gen-
erally the improved auxiliary seat of the present
inverition, which is shown as being attached to
and suspended from, the arms§ B of & convén«
tional chair C.

10

16

20

25

30

3b

40

45

60

55

60

2

The seat assembly A, of the present invention,
comprises a flexible seat-web portion {i; which
may be made of canvas or other stout fabric,
and which is wrapped at its ends around rigid
end reinforcement bars 13, i3, which are shown
as being hollow bars or rods, so as to form an
apron portion 15; which portion is stitched to
the body or the seat-web portion {f, as is indi-
cated at 17. The ends of the seat-web portion
i1 are cut adjacent to each corner so as to form
slotted recesses 19 for the reception of suspension
hooks 21, two of which are provided for each end
of the seat-web portion (i, equally spaced from
the ends of the reinforeing tubular bars {3 for
equal distribution of the weight of the seat as-
sembly when in use. 'The hooks 21 are inserted
in the end tubular bars 13 through holes 22 pro-
vided therefor in the bars 13 and are held in
place by an enlarged head 23 on the ends of the
hooks, which heads are formed by riveting the
ends of the shanks of the hooks 2i. The hooks
21 are turnably received in the holes 22 so that
the hooks may be turned or pivoted freely in the
holes. A resilient, cushioning cover 25 is pro-
vided for the hooks; whieh inhibit scratching or
marring of the chair arms B when the seat of
the invention is in use. The free-turning mount-
ing ‘of the hooks 2i is illustrated in Fig. 4 and
enables the flat-folding or collapsing of the seat
for carrying it, as illustrated in Fig. 5. N

The seat assembly of the present invention is
provided with earrying handles 27. secured to
the seat web portion Il intermediate each end
pair of hooks, and extending longitudinally along
the end tubes 13. These handles 27 conveniently
are made of the same material as the seat por-
tion {1 and are of equal length, which is suf-
ficient to form handle hooks 29 when the ends
of the handles are stitched on to the seat fabrie,
which are brought together for ready grasping
when the seat is folded, as shown in Fig. 5. The
handle members 27 are made of any suitable ma-
terial, either canvas, or leather, and are adapted
to be brought together for ready grasping with
one hand, when the seat is folded.

Th order to fold the seat assembly, the énd
tubes are turried until the hooks 21 are extend-
ing inwaidly relative to the seat web 11 and the
hooks are rotated in the tubes until the hooks
6f each pair are positioned towards each other,
arid the seat 11 is folded acrdss the middle, which
brings the end tukes and handle portions in reg-
istfy so that the handles ¢an be grasped readily
in one hand for carrying the seat.

In making the seat assembly, the end bars 13
are made of equal length ahd equal diameter
and the fabric of the seat {{ with the slots 18
theréin, is loosely wrapped around the end tubu-
lar bars {3 snd stitched along the length of the
resulting apron as shown at {7. The hooks 21
are inserted in thé end bars [3 and riveted in
the bars before the seat member is applied to
the said end bars, the slots 19 receiving the
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hooks before the stitching is made. The recesses
or slots 19 permit free turning of the tubular
end bars, and the hooks through a 180 degree
arc in a plane perpendicular to the plane of the
seat (1, the seat web 11 being maintained against
longitudinal folding by the rigid end bars I3.
The hooks freely pivot in the tubular bars (3
through 360 degrees arcs and act also as retain-
ing members for preventing the tubular bars {3
from slipping out of place from the seat web
1i. Bindings 3 are provided along the edges of
the seat fabric and assist in refaining the seat
i1 on the tubes 13. These handles 27 are rein-
forced by longitudinal stitching 3% as shown on
the drawing.

‘While the end members {3 are illustrated as
being tubular members composed of a suitable
light metal, sueh as aluminum, these members
obviously may be solid wooden rods, or tubular
members with closed ends, but the provision of
closure caps is not necessary.

In the modification of Figs. 6 through 9, the
seat 1 la is wrapped around the end tubular mem-
bers {3a which are slit, as shown at 37, for the
reception of the fabric web of the seat, the fabric
being folded and stitched as indicated at 39 for
preventing the fabric web being pulled out of
the slot 31. Hooks 21a, similar to hooks 2( of
the previously described modification, are turn-
ably mounted in the tubular members 13z and
retained by the heads 23¢. A resilient cushion
25a is provided for the hooks 23a. A pair of equal
handle members 2Ta is provided in this modifica-~
tion, being stitched to the fabric of the seat
intermediate the ends in spaced parallel relation,
so that when the seat is folded for carrying, as
in Fig. 9, the handles 27a are brought together
as shown, for ready grasping.

In the modification shown in Figs. 6 through
9, the length of the seat may be adjusted by
rotating the hooks 2ia at either end around the
longitudinal axis of the slotted tubes 2{¢ thereby
winding the web of the seat fabric around the
tubes.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that in both
of the illustrated forms of the invention, there
are provided a substantially rectangular fabric
web which forms the seat itself; a reinforcing
member at each end of the web, which members
are rigid and extend completely across the width

of the seat web, or project there-beyond (Figs. 6 8

through 9), the web being secured to these rein-
foreing members (tubes, bars, rods, or the like),
each of the rigid members pivotally mounting
therein suspension hooks, there being such a
hook adjacent to each end of both rigid reinfore-

ing, so that there is a pair of such hooks at each

end of the seat-web.

In the form of the invention shown in Figs.
1 through 5, the rigid end reinforcing tubular
bar members 13 may be replaced by solid wooden
or metal bars or rods as has been mentioned
above; and the fabric of the seat-web extends
beyond the end hooks; which are received in the
cut-out recesses formed for the reception thereof
in the body of the seat web; and in this modifica-
tion, each of the handles 27 is secured o the
fabric of the seat-web along the reinforcing or
stiffening bars intermediate the hooks of each
end pair thereof. The fabric-web of the seat is
retained on the end bars by the stitching I7T and
cooperation of the sides of the slots 19 but the
fabric-web of the seat is not directly connected
to the end bars. The end hooks are intermediate
thet longitudinal sides of the fabric-web of the
seat. .
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In the modification shown in Figs. 6 through 9,
the fabric web of the seat is secured directly to
the end rods and is intermediate the hooks. The
slotted tubes 13a¢ may be replaced with wooden

"or metal bars or rods, and the ends of the fabric

web of the seat secured by tacking or cementing
in to the bars or rods. The fastening of the han-
dle members to the fabric intermediate the ends
as shown in Fig. 6 permits the length of the seat
to be adjusted, as stated above, by making a revo-
lution or so around either or both of the end re-
inforcing members, thus regulating the sag of the
fabric when the folding seat is attached to arms
of chairs or between chairs such as cross aisles,
when such spacing may involve wide variations or
distances, thus enabling the seat sag to be regu-
lated. Additionally, the handle members 27a be-
ing on the underside of the fabric web of the seat
ffa, as shown in Figs. 6 through 7, may serve to
support the seat {la if desired to serve in this
manner by engaging a conventional chair seat,
thus distributing weight on the seat-web {la be-
tween the handle members and the end bars i3a.

When the tubular end bars 13a of the modifi-
cation shown in Figs. 6 through 9 are replaced by
solid rods or bars, as mentioned above, the seat-
web [ia may be secured in a manner similar to
that shown in Fig. 8, but with the slit 37 extend-
ing all the way through the solid rods or bars,
as will be apparent.

It will be seen, therefore, that while the fore-
going description and the accompanying draw-
ings illustrate forms of the invention that are
simple and easy to construct, it will be apparent
that various structural details may be modified
as may be required to meet particular details of
production and use; and, consequently, it will be
understood that it is intended and desired to em-
brace within the scope of this invention such
modification and changes as may be necessary
to adapt it to varying conditions and uses, as
defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable seat assembly adapted to be sus-
pended from the arms or sides of a conventional
chair to serve as an auxiliary seat, which com-
prises a flexible seat 'web having end and side
edge portions, rigid means transversely extending
across the seat-web for rigidly holding the seat-
web against longitudinal flexure, means for
mounting the seat-web on the said transverse
means, and suspension hooks mounted in the said
transverse means, there being a hook adjacent to
each lateral edge of the seat-web, said hook mem-
bers being mounted to be turned from an ex-
tended operating position to a retracted inopera-
tive position flat against the seat-web and en-
tirely between the lateral edges of the seat-web.

2. A portable seat assembly adapted to be sus-
pended from the arms or sides of a conventional
chair to serve as an auxiliary seat, which com-
prises a flexible seat web having end and side
portions, rigid transverse bars extending across
the seat-web for rigidly holding the seat-web
against longitudinal flexure, the said seat-web
being wrapped itself around the said transverse
bars, means extending transversely across the
seat-web on the wrapped portion for holding the
said transverse bars against longitudinal dis-
placement relative to the seat-web, the said seat-
web being provided with corresponding cut-out
slot portions adjacent the lateral sides of the seat-
web adjacent to each end thereof, and suspen-
sion hooks turnably mounted in the transverse
hars and received in the cut-out slot portions.
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3. A portable seat assembly adapted to be sus-
pended from the arms or sides of a conventional
chair to serve as an auxiliary seat, which com-~
prises g flexible seat-web of substantially rec-
tangular configuration, reinforcing stiffening bars
for the seat-web extending transversely thereof,
a bar being at each end of the seat-web and ex-
tending transversely across the seat-web, each
end of the seat-web being secured directly to its
bar, whereby the seat-web may be adjusted as to
length by rotation of either bar with a winding
of the seat-web thereon, suspension hocks on the
said bars adjacent to each end thereof, the seat-
web being intermediate the hooks on-each bar,
and rivet connections between the hooks and the
bars for preventing displacement of the hooks
from the bars while enabling the hooks to rotate
freely relative to the bars in a direction perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis of the bars.

4. A portable seat assembly adapted to be sus-

pended from the arms or sides of a conventional
chair to serve as an auxiliary seat, which com-
prises a flexible seat-web of substantially rec-
tangular configuration, reinforeing stiffening bars
for the seat-web extending transversely thereof,
a bar being at each end of the seat-web and pro-
jecting beyond the sides of the seat-web, means
securing each end of the seat-web directly to its
bar, whereby the seat-web may be adjusted as
to length by rotation of either bar with a winding
of the seat-web thereon, said seat-web being
adapted to have handle members secured thereto
intermediate the ends thereof and in g direction
transversely of the seat-web, whereby upon fold-
ing of the seat-web, transversely for carrying the
seat assembly, the handle members are adapted
to be brought into contiguous parallel postion,
suspension hooks mounted on each of the said
bars adjacent to each end thereof, the seat-web
being intermediate the hooks on each bar, and
rivet connections between the hooks and the bars
for preventing displacement of the hooks from
the bars, while enabling the hooks to rotate freely
relative to the bars in a direction perpendicular
to the longitudinal axis of the bars, the said
handle members being adapted to engage a seat
of a chair when the said seat-web is suspended
by the hooks from the arms or sides of the chair,
the handle members thereby defining reinforcing
supports for the seat-web intermediate the hooks,
the said stiffening bars enabling ready transverse
flat folding of the seat-web.

5 A portable auxiliary seat assembly adapted
to be suspended from the sides of a conven-
tional chair, comprising a flexible seat-web of
substantially rectangular configuration, a rein-
forcing bar at each end of the seat~-web and ex-
tending transversely thereof, each end of the
seat-web being loosely looped around its bar and
secured to the adjacent portion of the seat-web
to form a Joop, each bar being freely turnable in
its respective loop, said seat-web being provided
with elongated laterally disposed recesses at each,
side of the seat-web and over each of the bars,
suspension hooks mounted in said bars and ex-
tending through each of said recesses, and rivet
mountings at the end of each of the hooks pre-
venting displacement of the hooks from said
bars while enabling free rotation of the hooks
in the bars. -

6. A portable auxiliary seat assembly adapted
to be suspended from the sides of a conventional
chair comprising a flexible seat-web having end
and side portions, a reinforcing bar at each end
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of the seat-web and extending transversely there-
of, means for rotatively holding said bars at
the respective ends of the seat-web, and suspen-
sion hooks mounted on said rotatable bars to
rotate therewith to a position where said hooks
are closely adjacent one of the faces of the seat-
web. . :

7. A portable auxiliary seat assembly adapted
to be suspended from the sides of a conven-
tional chair comprising a flexible seat-web hav-
ing end and side portions, a reinforcing bar at
each end of the seat-web and extending trans-
versely thereof, means for rotatably holding bars

at the respective ends of the seat-web, the latter -

being provided with recesses laterally disposed
at each side thereof and over each of said bars,
and suspension hooks mounted in said bars and
extending through each of said recesses, said
recesses being of o size which permits the hooks
to be rotated with the rotation of a rotatable
bar to a position where the hooks are closely ad-
jacent one of the faces of the seat-web.

8. A portable auxiliary seat assembly adapted
to be suspended from the sides of a conventional
chair comprising a flexible seat-web of substan-
tially rectangular configuration, a reinforcing bar
at each end of the seat-web and extending trans-

versely thereof, each end of the seat-web being -

Ioosely looped around its bar and secured to the
adjacent portion of the seat-web to form a loop,
each bar being freely turnable in its respective
loop, said seat web being provided with elongated
laterally disposed recesses at each side of the
seat-web and over each of the bars, suspension
hooks mounted in said bars and extending
through each of said recesses, means on each
end of said hooks for preventing displacement
of each of said hooks from its respective bar
while enabling free rotation of each hook in its
respective bars.

9. A portable auxiliary seat assembly adapted

to be suspended from the sides of a conventional _

chair comprising a flexible seat-web having end
and side portions, a reinforcing bar at each end
of the seat-web and extending transversely
thereof, each end of the seat-web being loose-
1y looped around its respective bar and secured
to the adjacent portion of the seat-web to form
a loop-holding means for each of said hars, the
latter being freely rotatable in said lcop-holding
means, said seat-web being provided with recesses
laterally disposed at each side of the seat-web
and over each of said bars, suspension hooks
mounted in said bars and extending through each
of said recesses, the latter being of a size which
permits the suspension hooks to rotate with the
rotation of the rotatable bars to a position where

the hooks are closely adjacent one of the faces »

of the seat-web.
SELBY J. GILLIS.
LOOMIS WESTCOTT SIMONS.
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