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7'o all thon it may conce?"n. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. A. SMILEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, have invented certain new 
and useful improvements in Desk Tops; and 
I do declare the following to be a full, cleai', 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable other's skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the 
same reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures 
of reference marked thereon, which form a 
part of this specification. 
This invention relates to a movable seat 

desk and particularly to a top therefor. The 
top is supported upon a standard preferably 
constituting one of the legs of the chair and 
it consists of two members, one of which is 
rigid and the other hinged thereto to swing 8. s 

into and Out of functional position. 
The novel feature of the invention con 

sists in providing an improved form of 
hinge or connection for securing the mov 
able part of the top to the rigid part thereof 
So that when the movable part is swung 
down into horizontal or functional position, 
its surface will be flush with the surface of 
the rigid part and when it is swung into ver 
tical position, the hinged portion will be 
guarded so that the fingers of the operator 
will not be caught between the edges of the 
complementary parts. 

It is to be understood that desks of the 
class herein illustrated are adapted for very 
young children and with the ordinary form 
of hinge, there is always liability that the 
child's fingers will be caught between the 
complementary edges of the top. This will 
be impossible with the construction of hinge 
disclosed in my invention. 
One of the hinge members may be extend 

ed slightly beyond one edge of the top to 
constitute a book end or stop to eliminate the 
liability of a book sliding off the desktop. 
The novel form of my invention will be 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a chair desk 
constructed in accordance with my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical, sectional view through 
the two complementary members of the desk 
top, showing them in functional position. 

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the mov 
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able member moved out of functional posi 
tion. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the end 
portions of the complementary desk mem 
bet's, and Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view 
Of the hinged portion of the two mating 
members constituting the desktop. 
The base of the desk is illustrated as in the 

form of a chair 1 having a standard 2, con 
stituting one of the legs of the chair and the 
opposite sides of the chair are provided with 
book racks 3 and 4. The standard 2 supports 
an adjustable top rest 5, which, so far as this 
invention is concerned, may be of any con 
struction. 
The top carried by the rest 5 is shown as 

consisting of two members 6 and 7. The 
member 6 is shown as provided with a re 
cessed edge 8, undercut as at 9, the floor 10 
of the recess being on an arc concentric with 
the pivot 11 of the hinged members 12 and 
13 fastened to opposite ends of the members 
6 and 7. The hinged members 12 and 13 
consist of strips pivoted at 11 and one of 
said strips 13 is provided with a segmental 
slot 14 to receive the pin 15 on the member 
12, as clearly shown in Fig. 4. . 
The edge of the member 6 extends later 

ally to provide a bracket edge or rest 16, 
having a lib 17 extending across the same 
adjacent to the edge of the recess 10 and 
curved on an arc, the line from the inner 
edge of the recess 10 to the outer edge of the 
rib 17 describing a compound curve, the re 
maining portion of the extension 16 having 
a flat surface 18, as shown. 
The member 7 is provided with a tongue 

19 having an inclined edge 20 corresponding 
to the undercut portion 9 of the recess 10 and 
provided with a face 21 corresponding in 
curvature to the floor of the recess 10, the face 
21 continuing in a curve to provide a groove 
22, corresponding to the rib 17 and prefer 
ably faced with a sound-deadening material 
23, such as felt and the like. 
The member 7 is preferably of less thick 

ness than the thickness of the member 6 so 
that it may lie upon the rest or shelf 16, ex 
tending from the member 6 and be support 
ed thereby, as shown in Fig. 2. 
When the occupant is to use the desk, the 

member 7 may be swung up into position, as 
shown in Fig. 1, so that the occupant can be 
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seated. Then the swinging member may 
be moved down on the rest or support 16 SO 
that the desk top Will be continuous across 
the chair and a flat, smooth surface will be 
provided. The edges of one or both hinge 
member's 12 and 13 may be extended slightly 
above the surface of the members 6 and 7 
so as to constitute obstructions or barrier's 
to resist sliding movement of books Ol' pa 
pers over the edge of the top. 
The member 6 may contain an ink well opening 24. 
it will be apparent that the desk top may 

conveniently consist of the two complemen 
tary member's hinged together so that One 
may swing with relation to the other and 
that the joint at the point of connection of 
the two members will be guarded so that 
liability of the fingers of the operator being 
caught between the hinged edges of the two 
mating members will be eliminated. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters-Patent, is: 

1,416,518 

1. A desktop comprising a fixed member 
having an edge portion of less thickness than 
the body part provided with an undercut 
recess and an adjacent, upstanding rib, an 
extension hinged to the body of the fixed 
member, having a tongue projectable into 
Said undercut recess and a groove for 'eceiv 
ing said rib, the face of said tongue and the 
face of said recess being concentric with the 
hinge axis. 

2. A desk top comprising a substantially 
fixed member and a hinged member, the fixed 
member having a groove and a rib parallel 
with the groove, the hinged member having 
a tongue for insertion into the groove in the 
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fixed member and having a grooved portion 
fitting over the rib, the rib and grooved por 
tion being spaced to accommodate a facing, 
and a Sound deadening facing on one of the 
members filling the space therebetween when 
the desktop is in functional position. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature. 
WILLIAM A. SMILEY. 
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