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Steel tape lines used for measuring and 
gauging purposes in use accumulate a cover 
ing of dirt, grease, moisture or oil and the 
principal object of this invention is to pro 

5 vide a simple and effective means for remov 
ing the accumulated dirt and thoroughly 
cleaning the tape before it enters the casing 
on being wound up. ... ' 
The principal feature of the invention con 

10 sists of a clip member adapted to be placed 
upon the tape, said clip being provided with 
a means for removing the surplus accumu 
lations from both sides and edges of the tape 
and having cleansing and oiling pads adapted 

15 to snugly engage the flat surfaces of the tape 
to complete the cleaning of same and the 
thorough oiling of the surface to prevent 
rust or other corrosion. 

... In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 
20 a perspective view of a measuring tape show 

ing the preferred form of application of my 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the clean 
ing clip removed from the tape with the jaws 

25 thereof spread apart. 
Figure 3 is a cross sectional view through 

the cleaner as shown in Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of a modified 

form of the device shown attached to the tape 
30 casing. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the attach 
ment shown in Figure 4 separated from the 
casing. 
In the form of the invention illustrated in 

35 Figures 1 and 2, the cleaning device is in the 
form of a pair of long, narrow, rectangular 
shaped members 1 formed with parallel side 
flanges 2 spaced apart substantially the width 
of the tape 3 so that the tape will slide longi 

40 tudinally thereof between said flanges. 
One of the side flanges of each of the mem 

bers 1 is provided with an extension arm 4 
arranged preferably about centrally of the 
length of the side flange. 
The outward ends 5 of the arms 4 are flared 

outwardly and form thumb pieces and each 
of the arms is provided with a pair of in 
turned lugs 6. The lugs 6 of one of said arms 

50 fit between the lugs 6 of the other arm and a 

presses together the thumb pieces of the arms 

pivot pin 7 extends through said lugs so that 

the members swing on said pin toward and 
from each other. 
A coil spring 8 encircles the pivot pin 7 

and the ends thereof engage the arms 4 at the 
outward sides of the lugs to force the main rectangular portions of the members together 
So that their open sides will abut. 
One of the members 1 is provided with a 

flange 9 at one end which extends to the upper 
edge of the side walls and then projects out- to 
Wardly in a lip 10 which has narrow up 
Wardly extending side flanges 11 to receive 
and guide the tape. . . . 
- The other member has an end flange 12 
which terminates in a lip 13 which fits be-, 
tween the side flanges 11. 
The extremities of both of the lip members 

are preferably Squared or turned slightly in 
Ward to form scraping surfaces to engage the 
flat faces of the tape as it passes therebe- to 
tWeen and the side flanges 11 effectively 
Scrape any dirt adhering to the edges of the 
tape line. 
Pads 14 preferably formed of a suitable 

felt are inserted between the longitudinal sides 
flanges 2 of the longitudinal members 1 and 
the top edges are preferably flush with the 
top edges of the side flanges. These pads are 
adapted to be impregnated with oil so that 
the tape in passing therebetween will be 
finally cleansed and a thin coating or film of 
oil will be applied to the tape line. 
In the use of this form of the device, the 

operator before winding up his tape, merely 
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4, thereby Swinging the members 1 apart so 
that it may be inserted over the tape. 

In placing it upon the tape, the tape is 
guided between the side flanges 2 and 11 and 
pressure is then removed from the thumb 
pieces whereupon the pressure of the spring 
8 Swings the members together into close en 
gaging contact with the tape. . 
The operator may then slide the device on 

the tape to clean the dirt from it and as he 95 
does so the dirt is scraped off by the pro 
truding lip members and their engaging 
edges...and the tape passing between the oil 
pads is thoroughly cleansed and oiled. . . . . 
If the tape is found to be extra dirty and 
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requires a little rubbing, the clip member prising a pair of rectangular membershinged 
may be moved back and forth as much as de sired to effect the cleansing of the tape. 

In the form of the invention illustrated in 
Figures 4 and 5, the clip members for em 
bracing the tape are curved longitudinally to 
correspond with the curvature of the perim 
eter of the tape case 15 and the member ad 
jacent to the case is preferably provided with 
a rectangular frame extension 16 which is 
secured to the tape case around the the open 
ing 17 through which the tape passes to the 
reel. This frame will take the place of the 
ordinary frame and may be provided with 
the usual rollers 18 against which the tape 
bears in, being wound or unwound. 
The two members of the device illustrated 

in Figures 4 and 5 are preferably hinged to 
gether centrally of their length and the Op 
posite side is provided with a spring tongue 
19 which snaps over a slight protuberance on 
the side flange of the lower member to hold the cover firmly in position over the tape. 
Said cover or outer member 20 is thrown back 
to permit of the insertion and removal of the 
tape to and from the cleaner. 
The cleaner is arranged adjacent to the 

opening 17 in the case but may of course be 
arranged in any desirable location on the 

provided with a 
hinged or removable cover so that the tape 
may be laid into the lower portion and then 
have the upper portion closed thereover. 
A device such as described is extremely 

simple and in the form shown in Figure 1 
forms a small article which may be readily 
carried in the pocket and it is easily and 
quickly applied to the tape. 
When the felt pads become too dirty for 

together and having longitudinal edge 
flanges abutting, oiling pads arranged be 
tween said flanges, and means extending 
from one end of said members for scraping 
the dirt from the tape line. 

4. A device for cleaning tape lines, com 
prising a pair of rectangular members hav 
ing parallel longitudinal side flanges and 
hinge members connecting the same to swing 
open longitudinally, lip members projecting 
from one end of each of said members and 
engaging the Surfaces of the tape line to re 
move the dirt therefrom, and oiling pads 
arranged between the longitudinal side 
flanges of said hinge members. 

5. A device for cleaning tape lines, com 
prising a pair of members each having lon 
gitudinal side flanges hinged together at one 
side, means for holding the edges of said 
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flanges in engaging, contact, cleaning pads 
arranged between said flanges, and lip mem 
bers projecting from one end of the afore 
Said members adapted to engage the flat faces 
of the tape line, one of said lip members hav ing side flanges engaging the edges of the 
tape line. 
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effective use they are simply slipped out of 
the casing and replaced with new felts. 

It will be seen that if the tape has become 
rusted it can be very thoroughly cleaned by 
placing a little emery powder on the felt pads 
or by inserting a strip of emery cloth over 
the pads. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A device for cleaning tape lines, com 

prising a clip member formed of a pair of 
relatively movable sections adapted to be sep 
arated to permit the insertion therebetween 
and removal of the tape line, and means car 
ried by said sections for engaging the surfaces 
and edges of the tape line to scrape and oil 
the same. 

2. A device for cleaning tape lines, com 
prising a pair of clip members adapted to 
separate along one longitudinal edge to per 
mit the insertion and removal of the tape line, 
means for Scraping the surfaces of the tape 
line to remove the dirt therefrom, and oiling pads extending longitudinally of said mem 

for further cleaning and oiling the tape 
le, 

8. A device for cleaning tape lines, com 
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