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1 Claim. (CL 2—2)

This invention relates to a device for engaging and
holding the shoulder straps of lingerie, brassieres, dress
shields and nether garments generally while being worn
to retain such straps in place on the shoulders of the
wearer.

A particular object of the invention is to provide a
shoulder strap holder which is capable of being supported
on and frictionally engaged with the surface of the skin
of the wearer on or adjacent to the shoulders without
connection to the wearer’s garments other than through
the shoulder straps, thereby obviating the use of fasten-
ings to secure the holder in place.

Another object is to provide a shoulder strap holder
which is so formed that shoulder straps may be readily
engaged therewith and removed therefrom laterally of
the straps whereby the device may be applied to shoulder
straps both ends of which are attached to a garment.

Another object is to provide a shoulder strap holder
of the above character which is constructed solely of
pliable resilient material such as a composition of rubber
or synthetic rubber, or similar material, thereby obviating
the use of metal in the device.

Vith the foregoing objects in view fogether with such
other objects and advantages as may subsequently appear
the invention resides in the parts and in the combination,
construction and arrangement of parts hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, and illustrated by way of example
in the accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the application
of the invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the holder as seen from
the top and one side thereof;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross section taken on the line
3—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a view in end elevation showing the manner
of bending the holder to open a strap receiving slot there-
in in effecting insertion and removal of the shoulder
straps;

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a modified form of the inven-
tion;

Fig. 6 is a view in cross section takeén on the line 6—§6
of Fig. 5;

Fig. 7 is a view in cross section showing a modified
form of the device shown in Figs. 5 and 6; and

Fig. 8 is a perspective view illustrating the mode of
applying the holder to a shoulder strap.

Referring to the drawings more specifically A indi-
cates generally the shoulder strap holder which embodies
a base portion 8 for seating on or near the wearer’s shoul-
der in contact with the skin in frictional engagement
therewith, and also embodies a shoulder strap engaging
element 9 carried on and affixed to the base portion 8
for engaging and holding shoulder straps B.

The base portion 8 is of general disk-like form and has
a tapered margin, while the shoulder strap engaging ele-
ment 9 is of general rectangular oufline and is arranged
on the base portion 8 with its margins spaced inwardly
from the margin of the base portion,
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In the construction shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4, the base
portion 8 comprises a pad a of spongy material such as
artificial sponge formed of a composition of rubber or
synthetic rubber, or formed of foamed plastic material -
or the like. The pad a is characterized by possessing a
porous pliable resilient sheet like body which is normally
flat and has a foraminate under surface » which friction-
ally engages any surface on which the pad is imposed
and whereby sliding movement of the pad over the skin
of a person on which the pad is seated is resisted and
generally prevented.

The shoulder strap engaging element 9 is formed of
rubber or rubber-like materia] and comprises a flat sub-
stantially square horizontally extending tube which is
formed with a transversely elongated open ended strap
receiving slot ¢ of transversely elongated rectangular
cross section; the tube embodying a bottom wall d, side
walls e—e and a top wall f which walls define the slot
c. The top wall f is formed with a normally closed lon-
gitudinal slit ¢ leading to the slot ¢ intermediate the side
walls e—e, which slit divides the top wall into side sec-
tions which are normally aligned relative to each other
with their adjacent margins abutting,

The top wall f and the side walls e—e are character-
ized by being formed of such substantial thickness as to
be sufficiently stiff or rigid as to offer considerable resist-
ance to flexing thereof, thus normally resisting spreading
apart of the side sections of the top wall f and conse-
quently opposing opening of the slit g, and whereby the
tube is rendered quite rigid and unyielding longitudinally.
The bottom wall d however is transversely flexible and
resilient.

The bottom wall d is seated on the upper surface of
the pad a and is securely adhered thereto and by reason
of the wall d being transversely flexible and the pad a
being pliable the wall d is capable of being bent down-
wardly transversely thereof together with the pad a as
indicated in Fig. 4 whereby the sections of the top wall
f on opposite sides of the slit g together with the side
walls e—e will be tilted bodily upward and outward by
reason of the rigidity or stiffness of the side walls e—e
so as to open the slit g and.permit the sideways passage
therethrough of a ribbon or strap B. The pad a and bot-
tom wall d of the tube being resilient, the holder will
assume its normal position on release thereof.

The base 8 is preferably formed to have end portions
h—h which protrude a short distance from the ends of
the tube 9 through which the slot ¢ extends; the termi-
nals of the end portions A~—% each being formed with an
arcuate notch k flanked by lobes ! for engaging the side
margins of a strap leading from the ends of the tube 9
to maintain the strap B in alignment with the tube when
the holder is applied and in use.

Engagement of the strap B by the lobes [ is facilitated
by reason of the portion of the strap extending through
the tube @ being clevated relative to the surface of the
body on which the holder is seated so that the portions
of the strap leading from the holder onto the body sur-
face will extend at a downward inclination from the ends
of the tube 9 and thus pass through the nofches k between
the lobes 1. -

In the form of the holder shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7
the holder comprises a strap engaging tube 18 formed
integral with a circular base 11 which latter has a con-
cave underside m with a coplanar thin rim »n adapted fo
seat on the surface of the body of the wearer in frictional
engagement with such surface. If desired the concave
underside m of the base 11 may be fitted with a spongy
pad o as shown in Fig. 7 to thereby increase frictional
contact with the surface of the body. In the form of the
device under consideration the tube 10 has a bottom wall
p, side walls ¢—q and a top wall r surrounding an open
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ended strap receiving slot s with the top wall r formed
with a longitudinal slit ¢.

The ends u—u of the tube 1@ through which the slot s
opens are straight and parallel. Opposed arcuate por-
tions v—v of the base 11 protrude beyond the tube ends
1—u on which lengths of a strap extending through the
tube 10 lie when the holder is in use. As a means for
aligning the strap with the slot s of the tube a pair of
spaced upwardly projecting lobes w—w are formed on
the portions v—yv of the base 11.

As a means for preventing slippage of the holdzr rela-
tive to the strap or straps engaged thereby, the top and
bottom walls f—r and d—p of the slot ¢ or s are spaced
apart a distance less than the thickness of a strap B so
as to effect frictional engagement with a strap positioned
in the slot; the inner surface of the slofs being rough and
the walls of the slot being resilient and resistant to spread-
ing so as to afford a gripping action on the strap suificient
to hold the fastener in place on the strap.

In the cperation of the invention the holder A and a
strap or straps B are initially interengaged by cpening the
slit g or ¢ to permit the passage of a strap laterally there-
through as indicated in Figs. 4 and 8; this opening of the
slit being preferably accomplished by bending the holder
inwardly at the sides of the tube $—19 whereby the por-
tiens of the top wall of the tube at opposite sides of the
slit will spread apart. In the same manner the slit may
be cpened to remove the straps although an upward pull
on the straps will lift the top wall porticns of the tube and
permit withdrawal of the strap or straps from the tube.

The holder A is then positioned with its underside
seated on the body of the wearer at a point on a shoulder
or adjacent thereto with the shoulder strap or siraps B
leading from the ends of the tube 9—10 between the lobes
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]—I or v—v. The character of the underside of the
holder being such as to effect frictional engagement with
the skin, it will ordinarily remain in position where placed
thereon. However, the gripping engagement afforded
between the holder and the straps will further insure
against displacement of the holder.

I claim:

In a holder for the straps of lingerie and the like, a
pliable disk-like pad having a tapered margin, a substan-
tiaily flat open ended tube of substantially square outline
having a transversely flexible botfom wall adhered to the
upper side of said pad, said tube having side and end
margins spaced inwardly from the tapered margin of said
pad, said tube having rigid unyielding side walls extend-
ing along the side margins of said bottom wal]l and hav-
ing a fat rigid unyielding top wall integral with said side
walls; said top wall having a longitudinal slit intermedi-
ate said side walls dividing said top wall into normally
aligned side sections which normally abut each other on
opposite sides of said slit; said pad and bottom wall being
bendable transversely intermediate said side walls to col-
lectively swing the side sections of said top wall bodily
upwardly and outwardly relative to each other to thereby
open said slit.
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