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To all whom it moy concern:

Beitknown that I, ERNST F. MEYER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Waverly
Park,in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Horseshoe-Holders; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. . :

The object of this invention is to provide
atool for picking up and holding a horseshoe
while fitting to the horse’s foot. It will be un-
derstood that shoes are usually fitted hot,
and it has been customary to hold the same
by means of a punch driven into one of the
nail-holes. This, however, is apt to destroy
the symmetry of the nail-hole, and, moreover,
it affords but a precarious hold on the shoe, so
that the shoe drops off the punch before fit-
ting is completed. By myinvention the shoe
is firmly held, no part of the tool projects be-
yond the base of the shoe, different sizes of
shoes may be grasped, and various other ad-
vantages and results are secured, some .of
which may be referred to hereinafter in con-
nection with the deseription of the working
parts.

The invention consists in the improved
horseshoe - holder and in the arrangements
and combinations of parts of the same, all
substantially as will be hereinafter set forth
and finally embraced in the clauses of the
claim. : _

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the several
views, Figure 1 is a central sectional view,
as on line x, Fig. 4, showing my invention in
gripping position as applied to a horseshoe;
and Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the
parts relaxed or open. Fig. 3 is a side view
looking edgewise of the jaws, and Fig. 4is a
plan.

In said drawings, o indicates the body por-
tion of the tool, said body having a cylin-
drical upper portion ¢’ and an oppositely-
beveled or wedge-shaped lower end a®.  Said

Serial No, 24,392, (No model.

body ¢ is hollow, as shown, and is preferably
cast in two longitadinal halves held together
at the lower or wedge-shaped end a? by a
screw. The upper end of the cylindrical
portion « of ‘the body is exteriorly screw-
threaded, as at a° and a cap ¢ is serewed
thereon, which cap serves both to close the

end of the body portion and to hold the two
Said cap has oppositely-

sections together.
projecting finger-lugs ¢’ at its periphery and
is also centrally perforated to receive a slid-
ing plunger b. Said plunger b is centrally
disposed in the body portion ¢ of the-tool and
slides longitudinally thereof, being provided
by a spider e or similar device with a second
bearing within the body portion. A spiral
spring f encircles the plunger between its
two bearings ¢ and ¢ and normally forces the
plunger outward, resting at its lower end for

‘this purpose upon the spider ¢ and at its op-

posite end pressing against a suitable stop &’
on the plunger. The outer end of the plun-
ger carries a head b?, which serves as a pres-
sure-piece and also to limit the passage of
the plunger into the body portion of the tool.
Thus by grasping the tool with two fingers
pulling upward on the ears ¢/, the head 5?
pressing against the ball of the thumb and
the body portion of the tool being directed
away from the palm between the fingers, the
plunger may be conveniently reciprocated in
its slideway. -

To the inner or lower end of the plunger
are pivoted jaws g, which lie in the plane of
the wedge-shaped end of the body a and pro-
ject therefrom, said projecting jaws being
adapted to swing apart or toward each other
in the slot-like end a? of the tool-body to re-
lease or grip a horseshoe. Preferably the
plunger is near its end grooved or recessed at
opposite sides, and in said grooves the lever-
like jaws g are laid and pivoted, as at ¢'.
Said jawsareshaped on ogee curves, the outer
gripping ends beingconvexly curved or bowed
apart, as at g*, and the upper ends ¢g® curving
oppositely apart above the point of pivoting.
Said upper ends at theirouter edgeslie against
beveled or inclined projeétions 4 on the inner
walls of the body portion of the tool, the

faces of said projections converging down-

wardly, and thus as the plunger b is forced
inward or downward against the power of the
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springethediverging ends ¢* of the lever-like
jaws are forced together or toward each other
by the inelines . This opeus or spreads the
outer ends ¢* of the jaws to receive between
them the side portion of a horseshoe, as in-
dicated at ¢ in Fig. 1. Upon releasing the
plunger b the spring f at once restores it to
or nearly to normal position, drawing the
outer ends g? of the jaws into the body of the
tool and forcing them strongly together upon
the horseshoe as their curved outer edges ¢!
slide upon the end walls a* of the wedge-
shaped end of the body. The horseshoe can
then be lifsed about, set down, and picked up
again by means of the tool as a handle.

To prevent the horseshoe passing so farin
between the jaws ¢ as to permit the extremi-
ties of said jaws to project beyond the shoe
and interfere with fitting upon the horse’s
foot, 1 have provided a stop plate or bar j.
This bar is hung across the space between the
jaws by links %, each pivoted at one end to
the bar and at the other end to a jaw, and the
ends of the bar j slide in recesses or grooves
Thus as
the jaws are spread wider toreceive a heavy
and wide shoe the plate or seat j automatic-
ally adjusts itself to the increased thickness
of such a shoe.

Having thus described the invention, what
I ¢laim as new is— :

1. In a horseshoe-holder, the combination
of a tubular body portion flattened at one

end and exteriorly screw-threaded at the other.

and being in two halves, serews holding said
halves together at the flattened end, a cap
serewed upon the other end and centrally per-
forated, a plungersliding in the body portion
and normally held projecting through the cap

by a spring, an exterior head on said plunger-

for the palm of the hand and lugs at the sides
of the body portion for the fingers, jaws piv-
oted to the inner end of the plunger and pro-
truding from the flattened end of the body
portion, and inclines on the inside of the body
portion engaging the inner ends of the jaws
and adapted to move them together or apart
as the plunger slides out or in, substantially
as set forth.

2. In a horseshoe-holder, the combination
of a tubular body portion flattened at one
end and threaded at the opposite end, the
said body portion being in halves on a plane
paralle!l to the sides of the flattened portion,
a plunger sliding in said body portion and
held normally projecting from the threaded
end of the body portion by a spring, a cap
screwed onto said threaded end and provid-
ing finger-pieces at its opposite sides, jaws
pivoted to the inner end of the plunger and
projecting at the flattened end of the body
portion, and projections on the inside of the
body portion adapted to engage said jaws as
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the plunger slides and cause them to open or
close, substantially as set forth.

3. In a horseshoe-holder, the combination
with a hollow body portion, a reciprocating
plunger therein, and jaws projecting through
the open end of the body and adapted toopen
and close as the plunger reciprocates, of a
stop plate or rest arranged between the pro-
jecting portions of said jaws, links pivotally
connecting said plate to the jaws at points
nearer the body portion whereby as the jaws
spread the plate moves relatively to said jaws
toward the body portion, and means for guid-
ing said movement of the plate in a straight
line, substantially as set forth.

4. In a horseshoe-holder, the combination
with the hollow body, a sliding plunger in
said body, jaws pivoted to said plunger and
projecting from one end of the body, and
means for opening and closing said jaws as
the plungerslides, of astop-plate transversely
disposed between the jaws and linked there-
to, whereby when said jawsseparate or come
together the stop-plate moves longitudinally
therebetween, said plate having projections
sliding in recesses or grooves and serving to
hold the plate in proper transverse position
while it slides longitudinally, substantially
as set forth.

5. The herein-desceribed horseshoe-holder,
comprising a hollow body portion formed of
two halves, each having its one end beveled g5
from the round sideinward and its other end
screw-threaded, the said halves being laid to-
gether and a screw passed through the said
beveled ends, a cap serewed on the threaded
end of the body portion and being centrally ioo
perforated, a spring-controlled plunger slid-
ing in said body portion, and projecting
through the ecap, and jaws fulerumed on the
inner end of the plunger and projecting from
the body portion and movable toward and 1o
from each other as the plunger reciprocates,
substantially as set forth.

6. Thecombination with a horseshoe-holder
having a hollow body portion, a reciprocating
plunger in said body portion, and jaws pro- rio
jecting from said plunger through the open
end of the body and adapted to automatically
approach, or separate from, each other as the
planger reciprocates, of a stop plate or rest
lying across the space between the jaws, and 115
links each pivoted at one end to said plate
and at the other end to a jaw, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of 120
June, 1900.
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ERNST F. MEYER.

Witnesses:
CHARLES H. PELL,
C. B. PITNEY.




