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( 57 ) ABSTRACT 
A storage compartment of a console assembly for a vehicle 
includes a housing and a sliding tray . The housing includes 
a storage area defined by a floor , a pair of sidewalls and a 
pair of end walls . The housing includes an opening permit 
ting access to the storage area . Each of the pair of sidewalls 
includes a track . The sliding tray includes an upper storage 
surface , a bottom wall , and a pair of sidewalls that extend 
upwardly from side edges of the bottom wall beyond at least 
a portion of the upper storage surface . Each of the pair of 
sidewalls includes an outwardly extending rail that engages 
with the track on each of the pair of sidewalls of the housing 
to permit the sliding tray to slide with respect to the housing . 
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STORAGE COMPARTMENTS HAVING These and additional features provided by the embodi 
SLIDING TRAYS OF CONSOLE ments described herein will be more fully understood in 
ASSEMBLIES FOR VEHICLES view of the following detailed description , in conjunction 

with the drawings . 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The present specification generally relates to storage 

compartments for console assemblies of vehicles and , more The embodiments set forth in the drawings are illustrative 
specifically , to storage compartments having sliding trays . and exemplary in nature and not intended to limit the subject 

10 matter defined by the claims . The following description of 
BACKGROUND the illustrative embodiments can be understood when read in 

conjunction with the following drawings , where like struc 
ture is indicated with like reference numerals and in which : Passenger compartments of vehicles may be equipped 

with console assemblies having storage compartments FIG . 1 schematically depicts a partial perspective view of 
located between a driver's seat and a front passenger's seat . 15 a passenger compartment for a vehicle having a console 
The storage compartments often include a sliding tray that assembly having a storage compartment with a sliding tray 

in a closed position , according to one or more embodiments engages with a track formed in the storage compartment described and illustrated herein : such that the sliding tray slides with respect to the storage FIG . 2 schematically depicts a front perspective view of compartment to allow access to a storage area . As the track 20 the storage compartment of the console assembly of FIG . 1 
is positioned in sidewalls of the storage compartment at a in an open position in isolation , according to one or more 
position below an upper surface of the sliding tray , a gap is embodiments described and illustrated herein ; 
formed between the sliding tray and sidewalls of the storage FIG . 3 schematically depicts an exploded view of the 
compartment . sliding tray of FIG . 2 , according to one or more embodi 

Increasingly , occupants place various objects on the upper 25 ments described and illustrated herein 
surface of the sliding tray for use as a supplemental storage FIG . 4 schematically depicts a side view of a sliding tray 
area . During operation of the vehicle , objects placed on the of the storage compartment of FIG . 2 in isolation , according 
upper surface of the sliding tray may shift and become to one or more embodiments described and illustrated 
lodged in the gap preventing the movement of the sliding herein ; and 
tray and access to the storage area . FIG . 5 schematically depicts a cross section of a front 

Accordingly , there is a need for storage compartments of view of the console assembly of FIG . 2 taken along line 5-5 
console assemblies capable of preventing objects from of FIG . 2 , according to one or more embodiments described 
becoming lodged between the sliding tray and the sidewalls and illustrated herein . 
of the storage compartment . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
SUMMARY 

Vehicles according to the present specification include a 
In accordance with one embodiment , a storage compart passenger compartment having an instrument panel and at 

ment of a console assembly for a vehicle is provided . The least two seats , a driver seat and a front passenger seat . 
storage compartment includes a housing , and a sliding tray . 40 Between the driver seat and the passenger seat , and rearward 
The housing includes a storage area defined by a floor , a pair of the instrument panel is a console assembly . The console 
of sidewalls and a pair of end walls . The housing includes an assembly extends rearward from the instrument panel in a 
opening permitting access to the storage area . Each of the vehicle longitudinal direction . The console assembly may be 
pair of sidewalls includes a track . The sliding tray includes mounted in - between the driver seat and the front passenger 
an upper storage surface , a bottom wall , and a pair of 45 seat , and immediately rearward of the instrument panel so 
sidewalls that extend upwardly from side edges of the that a portion the console assembly may be incorporated 
bottom wall beyond at least a portion of the upper storage with the instrument panel . 
surface . Each of the pair of sidewalls includes an outwardly The console assembly includes a storage compartment . 
extending rail that engages with the track on each of the pair The storage compartment includes a housing that has a floor , 
of sidewalls of the housing to permit the sliding tray to slide 50 a pair of sidewalls , and a pair of end walls so as to define a 
with respect to the housing . storage area . The housing includes an opening permitting 

In accordance with another embodiment , a vehicle is access to the storage area . Further the storage compartment 
provided . The vehicle includes a passenger compartment includes a sliding tray . The sliding tray is operably con 
and console assembly . The console assembly includes a nected to a track provided on an inner surface of each of the 
storage compartment within the passenger compartment . 55 pair of sidewalls of the housing . Each of the tracks are 
The storage compartment includes a housing , and a sliding configured to define a rail receiving cavity . 
tray . The housing includes a storage area defined by a floor , The sliding tray of the storage compartment may include 
a pair of sidewalls and a pair of end walls . The housing an upper storage surface , a bottom wall , and a pair of 
includes an opening permitting access to the storage area . sidewalls . The pair of sidewalls extend upwardly from side 
Each of the pair of sidewalls includes a track . The sliding 60 edges of the bottom wall in a vehicle vertical direction so 
tray includes an upper storage surface , a bottom wall , and a that the sidewalls extend beyond at least a portion of the 
pair of sidewalls that extend upwardly from side edges of the upper storage surface . Each of the pair of sidewalls includes 
bottom wall beyond at least a portion of the upper storage a rail that extends outwardly and perpendicular to the pair of 
surface . Each of the pair of sidewalls includes an outwardly sidewalls . The rails are configured to engage with the tracks 
extending rail that engages with the track on each of the pair 65 to permit the sliding tray to slide with respect to the housing . 
of sidewalls of the housing to permit the sliding tray to slide The sliding tray may include a tray cover and a separate 
with respect to the housing . tray body . The tray cover includes the upper storage surface 

35 
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and the tray body includes the bottom wall , the pair of and is transverse to the vehicle longitudinal direction . The 
sidewalls , and the rails . The sliding tray slides with respect term “ vehicle vertical direction ” refers to the upward - down 
to the pair of sidewalls in a vehicle longitudinal direction . ward direction of the vehicle ( i.e. , in the +/- vehicle Z - di 
The tray cover further includes a pair of side edges and is rection depicted in FIG . 1 ) . As used herein , “ upper ” and 
positioned on the tray body such that at least a portion of the 5 “ above ” are defined as the positive Z direction of the 
pair of side edges abut interior surfaces of the sidewalls of coordinate axis shown in the drawings . “ Lower ” and 
the tray body . The tray body further includes a rib that “ below ” are defined as the negative Z direction of the 
extends inwardly from the interior surfaces of the sidewalls coordinate axis shown in the drawings . 
in a vehicle lateral direction . The side edges of the tray cover Referring to FIG . 1 , the terms " outboard ” or “ outward ” as 
contact the ribs of the tray body . The ribs of the tray body 10 used herein refers to the relative location of a component in 
correspond to a generally curvilinear shape of the tray cover direction 16 with respect to a vehicle centerline 14. The term 
to allow the tray cover to seat on the ribs . " inboard ” or “ inward ” as used herein refers to the relative 

The sliding tray slides with respect to the housing in a location of a component in direction 18 with respect to the 
vehicle longitudinal direction between a closed position and vehicle centerline 14. Because the vehicle structures may be 
an opened position . In the closed position , the sliding tray 15 generally symmetrical about the vehicle centerline 14 , the 
covers the opening and prevents access to the storage area . direction to which use of terms “ inboard , ” “ inward , ” “ out 
In the open position , the sliding tray is removed from the board ” and “ outward ” refer may be mirrored about the 
opening to permit access to the storage area . vehicle centerline 14 when evaluating components posi 

The embodiments disclosed herein may be configured to tioned along opposite sides of the vehicle 10 . 
prevent objects placed on the upper storage surface of the 20 Referring initially to FIG . 1 , a partial perspective view of 
sliding tray from becoming lodged between the sliding tray a passenger compartment 12 of a vehicle 10 is depicted . The 
and the sidewalls of the housing . Inhibiting objects from passenger compartment 12 includes a driver area and a 
entering a space between the sliding tray and the housing passenger area . 
avoids the occurrence of the objects becoming lodged An instrument panel 20 is provided within the passenger 
therein which can prevent movement of the sliding tray . If 25 compartment 12. The instrument panel 20 generally extends 
the sliding tray is prevented from sliding with respect to the in the vehicle lateral direction and includes , without limita 
housing , a user can be prevented access to the storage area . tion , an instrument cluster , a radio , and a climate control 
Therefore , the embodiments disclosed herein provide for the cluster including a plurality of individual vents . Further , the 
sliding tray to include sidewalls that extend upwardly from passenger compartment 12 includes a driver seat 22 and a 
side edges of the bottom wall beyond at least a portion of the 30 front passenger seat 24. Located adjacent the driver seat 22 
upper storage surface . As such , objects placed on the upper are the controls to the vehicle 10 such as , without limitation , 
storage surface contact the sidewalls that extend upwardly a steering wheel , a gas pedal , and a brake pedal . It should be 
beyond least a portion of the upper storage surface . appreciated that the passenger compartment 12 may include 
Accordingly , the objects are prevented from entering a space a plurality of passenger seats rearward of the front passenger 
between the sidewalls of the housing and the sliding tray by 35 seat 24 in a vehicle longitudinal direction . 
the sidewalls that extend upwardly beyond at least a portion Generally , between the driver seat 22 and the front 
of the upper storage surface . passenger seat 24 is a console assembly 26. The console 

Various embodiments of the console assembly for the assembly 26 generally extends in the vehicle longitudinal 
passenger compartment of the vehicle will be described in direction extending from the instrument panel 20 ending at 
more detail herein . 40 or slightly beyond a rear surface of the driver seat 22 and the 

It should be appreciated that the console assembly may be front passenger seat 24. Further , the console assembly 26 
provided at any suitable position within a vehicle , such as generally extends in the vehicle lateral direction an equal 
between a pair of front row seats , a pair of second or third distance outwardly from the vehicle centerline 14 , limited in 
row rear seats , etc. The console assembly may be provided width by the distance between the driver seat 22 and the 
with an interior cavity utilized as a storage compartment . 45 front passenger seat 24. The console assembly 26 includes a 
The console assembly is typically provided within a center forward portion 28 and a rearward portion 30 , the forward 
console of a vehicle as described above . While the embodi portion 28 being closer to the instrument panel 20 than the 
ments described herein are described in reference to a rearward portion 30. Disposed within the forward portion 28 
console assembly having an interior cavity used as a storage of the console assembly 26 is a storage compartment 32 . 
area , the embodiments are not limited thereto . For example , 50 The storage compartment 32 may be integrated with the 
in some embodiments , the storage area of the console console assembly 26. In some embodiments , the storage 
assembly may include , without limitation , alternative compartment 32 is integrated with the console assembly 26 
vehicle accessories such as receptacles ( e.g. , a cup holder ) , and the instrument panel 20. In some other embodiments , 
ashtrays , electronic components , HVAC , and / or audio com the storage compartment 32 may be separated from the 
ponent controls , etc. 55 console assembly 26 , the instrument panel 20 , or both . 

In some embodiments , the storage compartment is fixedly Referring to FIGS . 2 and 5 , the storage compartment 32 
secured to the console assembly . However , the embodiments includes a housing 34 and a sliding tray 40. As will be 
are not limited thereto . For example , in some embodiments , described in greater detail below , the sliding tray 40 is 
the storage compartment may be releasably attached to the slidable with respect to the housing 34 between a closed 
console assembly for movement between console assem- 60 position , as shown in FIG . 1 , and an open position , as shown 
blies positioned between pairs of first row seats , second row in FIG . 2 . 
seats , and third row seats of a vehicle . The housing 34 includes a pair of sidewalls 36 and 38 , a 
As used herein , the term “ vehicle longitudinal direction " floor 46 , and a pair of end walls 48 , 50. The pair of sidewalls 

refers to the forward - rearward direction of the vehicle ( i.e. , 36 and 38 , the floor 46 , and the pair of end walls 48 , 50 
in the +/- vehicle Y direction depicted in FIG . 1 ) . The term 65 define a storage area 42 of the housing 34. The housing 34 
“ vehicle lateral direction ” refers to the cross - vehicle direc includes an opening 68 to permit access to the storage area 
tion ( i.e. , in the +/- vehicle X direction depicted in FIG . 1 ) , 42. In the closed position , the sliding tray 40 covers the 
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opening 68 and prevents access to the storage area 42. In the 74 , 76 extends upwardly in the vehicle vertical direction 
open position , the sliding tray 40 is removed from the beyond a portion of the tray cover 86 . 
opening 68 and permits access to the storage area 42 through The distal ends 74a , 76a of the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 are 
the opening 68 . positioned above the bottom wall 72 of the tray body 84 in 

The housing 34 includes a forward portion 44 that defines 5 the vehicle vertical direction . As will be discussed in greater 
a tray receiving cavity 44a . The tray receiving cavity 44a detail below , the rails 82 engage with the track 52 on each 
receives a portion of the sliding tray 40 when the sliding tray of the pair of sidewalls 36 , 38 of the housing 34 to permit 
40 is in the open position . In some embodiments , a portion the sliding tray 40 to slide with respect to the housing 34 . 
of the sliding tray 40 is received within the tray receiving In some embodiments , each of the rails 82 of the tray body 
cavity 44a when the sliding tray 40 is in the closed position ; 10 84 may include at a notch 100. The notches 100 extend 

inward into the rail 82 and may be generally rectangular in however , the portion of the sliding tray 40 received within shape . A portion of the rail 82 forms the sides of the notches the tray receiving cavity 44a in the closed position is less 100. A tab 102 projects outwardly from at least one of the than the portion of the sliding tray 40 received within the sides of the notches 100. It should be appreciated that the tab tray receiving cavity 44a in the closed position . 15 102 may be rigid or flexible , and may be made of the same In some embodiments , the forward portion 44 of the material as the tray body 84 or any other suitable material . housing 34 may be configured to be integrated with the The notches 100 and tab 102 are configured to accept a 
instrument panel 20. Specifically , the forward portion 44 spring retainer 104 . 
may be extend forwardly beyond the instrument panel 20 The spring retainer 104 includes a base 106 and a biasing 
such that the forward portion 44 is hidden from view from 20 member 112. The base 106 has a bottom surface 108 and a 
within the passenger compartment 12 of the vehicle 10 . cutout 110. The biasing member 112 is positioned within the 

In some embodiments , the pair of sidewalls 36 , 38 and the cutout 110. The bottom surface 108 has a curvilinear shape . 
pair of end walls 48 , 50 extend in a vehicle vertical direction As shown in FIG . 4 , a portion of the biasing member 112 
from the floor 46 beyond a portion of the sliding tray 40. The extends upwardly beyond the base 106. In some embodi 
pair of sidewalls 36 , 38 and the pair of end walls 48 , 50 may 25 ments , the biasing member 112 is a spring for example a leaf 
be perpendicular to the floor 46 or may , without limitation , spring . The spring retainers 104 engage with the notches 100 
be in a slanting or a sloping direction with respect to the floor to secure the spring retainers 104 to the rails 82 . 
46. It should be appreciated that the storage compartment 32 In some embodiments , the tray body 84 may have a pair 
may have its own sidewalls and floor surface . of spring retainers 104 or two pairs of spring retainers 104 . 

Each of the pair of sidewalls 36 , 38 includes a track 52 30 At least one spring retainer 104 is connected to each of the 
formed in inner surfaces 36a , 38a of the pair of sidewalls 36 , rails 82 of the tray body 84. As will be described in greater 
38. The track 52 includes a generally C - shaped channel 56 . detail below , the spring retainers 104 aid in the sliding 
Each of the channels 56 includes an upper wall portion 58 , movement of the sliding tray 40 with respect to the housing 
a lower wall portion 60 , and a back wall portion 62. The 34 . 
upper wall portion 58 , the lower wall portion 60 , and the 35 A rib 96 extends inwardly from inner surfaces 74b , 76b of 
back wall portion 62 are arranged that the C - shaped chan the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 of the tray body 84. The rib 96 
nels 56 are open toward and in communication with the extends inwardly from the inner surfaces 745 , 76b to form 
storage area 42. The channels 56 define rail receiving a ledge 96a . As will be described in greater detail below , the 
cavities on inner surfaces 36a , 38a of the pair of sidewalls ribs 96 have ledges 96a that are configured to accept the tray 
36 , 38 . 40 cover 86. The ribs 96 may have a curvilinear shape to match 

The pair of sidewalls 36 , 38 may also include side a generally curvilinear shape of the tray cover 86 . 
garnishes 150 , 152. The side garnishes 150 , 152 include Still referring to FIGS . 3 , 4 , and 5 , the tray cover 86 
inner walls 150a , 152a that extend in a vehicle vertical includes an upper storage surface 70. The tray cover 86 is 
direction downwardly towards the floor 46 of the storage disposed above the bottom wall 72 of the tray body 84. The 
area 42. The inner walls 150a , 152a , include lower edges 45 tray cover 86 includes a first end 78 , an opposite second end 
150b , 152b and inner surfaces 150c , 152c . The lower edges 80 , and a pair of opposing side edges 88 , 90. The pair of 
150b , 152b may be positioned inwardly with respect to the opposing side edges 88 , 90 extend from the first end 78 to 
pair of sidewalls 36 , 38. The lower edges 150b , 152b may the second end 80 . 
extend downwardly towards the floor 46 beyond a portion of In some embodiments , the upper storage surface 70 of the 
the track 52. In some embodiments , the lower edges 150b , 50 tray cover 86 is formed having a generally arcuate or 
152b may extend downwardly below the upper wall portions curvilinear shape . In some other embodiments , the tray 
58 of the channels 56. The inner surfaces 150c , 152c face cover 86 is formed having a generally arcuate or curvilinear 
inwardly in the vehicle lateral direction , specifically , the shape . It should be appreciated that while the tray cover 86 
inner surfaces 150c , 152c face the storage area 42 . is generally depicted as having an arcuate shape , other 

Referring to FIGS . 3 , 4 , and 5 , the sliding tray 40 includes 55 shapes of the top surface are conceivable . 
a tray cover 86 and a tray body 84. The tray body 84 includes In some embodiments , the tray cover 86 is formed as a 
a bottom wall 72 , a front wall 92 , an opposite rear wall 94 separate structure from the tray body 84. The tray cover 86 
and a pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 that extend between the front is inserted into the tray body 84 such that the side edges 88 , 
wall 92 and the rear wall 94. Specifically , the bottom wall 72 90 of the tray cover 86 are positioned between the inner 
includes side edges 71 , 73 and the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 60 surfaces 745 , 76b of the sidewalls 74 , 76 of the tray body 84 . 
extend upwardly from the side edges 71 , 73 of the bottom As shown in FIG . 5 , the side edges 88 , 90 of the tray cover 
wall 72 . 86 are positioned inwardly of the inner surfaces 746 , 76b of 

Each of the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 includes a rail 82 that the sidewalls 74 , 76 of the tray body 84. In some embodi 
extends outwardly from a distal end 74a , 76a of the pair of ments , the side edges 88 , 90 of the tray cover 86 abut the 
sidewalls 74 , 76. The rails 82 may extend generally perpen- 65 inner surfaces 745 , 76b of the sidewalls 74 , 76 of the tray 
dicular to the each of the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76. As will be body 84. In some other embodiments , the side edges 88 , 90 
described in greater detail below , a portion of the sidewalls of the tray cover 86 are affixed to the inner surfaces 746 , 76b 
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of the sidewalls 74 , 76 of the tray body 84. For example , an within the channels 56 of the track 52 allow the sliding tray 
adhesive or ultrasonic welding may be used to affix the side 40 to slide with respect to the housing 34 . 
edges 88 , 90 of the tray cover 86 to the inner surfaces 74b , In some embodiments , the spring retainers 104 may be 
76b of the sidewalls 74 , 76 of the tray body 84 . positioned within the channels 56 of the track 52. Specifi 

In some embodiments , a lower surface 66 of the tray 5 cally , the bottom surfaces 108 of the spring retainers 104 
cover 86 adjacent the side edges 88 , 90 contacts the ledges slides with respect to the lower wall portion 60 of the 
96a of the ribs 96 to position the tray cover 86 with respect channels 56. The biasing member 112 , which extends 
to the tray body 84. The lower surface 66 of the tray cover upwardly beyond the base 106 as shown in FIG . 4 , contacts 
86 may be affixed to the ledges 96a of the ribs 96 to secure the upper wall portion 58 of the channels 56 . 
the tray cover 86 to the tray body 84. For example , an The spring retainers 104 are configured to provide a 

spring tension between the channel 56 of the track 52 and the adhesive or ultrasonic welding may be used to affix the tray body 84. The spring tension assists in removing friction lower surface 66 of the tray cover 86 to the ledges 96a of the between the rails 82 of the tray body 84 and the channel 56 . ribs 96 of the tray body 84 . Further , the spring tension assists in reducing noise and / or 
As shown in FIG . 4 , a lowermost portion 70a of the upper 15 rattling of the sliding tray 40 within the housing 34 when the storage surface 70 is positioned below a portion of the tray is in a static position . 

sidewalls 74 , 76. Specifically , the lowermost portion 70a of As shown in FIG . 5 , a portion of the upper storage surface 
the upper storage surface 70 is positioned below the rails 82 70 is positioned below the rails 82 and the distal ends 74a , 
and the distal ends 74a . 76a of the sidewalls 74 , 76. Stated 76a of the sidewalls 74 , 76. Stated differently , the pair of 
differently , the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 extend upwardly 20 sidewalls 74 , 76 extend upwardly from the side edges 71 , 73 
from the side edges 71 , 73 of the bottom wall 72 upwardly of the bottom wall 72 and upwardly beyond a portion of the 
beyond a portion of the upper storage surface 70. As such , upper storage surface 70. As such , objects placed on the 
objects placed on the upper storage surface 70 are prevented upper storage surface 70 are constrained between the side 
from falling off the side edges 88 , 90 of the upper storage edges 71 , 73 in the vehicle lateral direction , which can 
surface 70 due to the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 extending 25 inhibit objects from falling off the side edges 88 , 90 of the 
above a portion of the upper storage surface 70. Specifically , upper storage surface 70 due to the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76 
objects on the upper storage surface 70 would contact the extending above a portion of the upper storage surface 70 . 
inner surfaces 745 , 76b of the sidewalls 74 , 76 and be Specifically , objects on the upper storage surface 70 would 
prevented from falling off the side edges 88 , 90 of the tray contact the inner surfaces 74b , 76b of the sidewalls 74 , 76 
cover 86 . 30 and be prevented from falling off the side edges 88 , 90 of the 

In some embodiments , the first end 78 and the second end tray cover 86 into a space between the sliding tray 40 and the 
80 of the tray cover 86 may be positioned above the tray sidewalls 36 , 38 . 
body 84. Specifically , the first end 78 and the second end 80 As ch , objects provided on the upper storage surface 70 
of the tray cover 86 are positioned above the sidewalls 74 , are prevented from entering a space between the sliding tray 
76 of the tray body 84. By providing the upper storage 35 40 and the sidewalls 36 , 38 of the housing 34. Therefore , 
surface 70 with the lowermost portion 70a positioned below objects can be prevented from becoming lodged between the 
the rails 82 and the distal ends 74a , 76a and the first end 78 sliding tray 40 and the sidewalls 36 , 38 of the housing 34 
and the second end 80 of the tray cover 86 positioned above which would prevent the sliding movement of the sliding 
the rails 82 and the distal ends 74a , 76a , small objects are 
retained in an area proximate the lowermost portion 70a of 40 Still referring to FIG . 5 , the inner walls 150a , 152a of the 
the upper storage surface 70 between the inner surfaces 74b , side garnishes 150 , 152 extend downwardly towards the pair 
76b of the sidewalls 74 , 76 . of sidewalls 74 , 76. Specifically , the lower edges 150b , 152b 

A handle 130 is formed in the sliding tray 40. In some are positioned above the distal ends 74a , 76a of the pair of 
embodiments , the handle 130 is a two piece assembly that is sidewalls 74 , 76. In some embodiments , a slight gap is 
formed from an upper member 132 and a lower member 45 formed between the lower edges 150b , 152b and the distal 
134. The upper member 132 is a portion of the tray cover 86 ends 74a , 76a of the pair of sidewalls 74 , 76. In other 
extending rearwardly beyond the second end 80. The lower embodiments , the distal ends 74a , 76a of the pair of side 
member 134 is a portion of the tray body 84 extending walls 74 , 76 are in sliding contact with the lower edges 1506 , 
rearwardly beyond the rear wall 94 of the tray body 84. In 152b such that the distal ends 74a . 76a of the pair of 
some other embodiments , the handle 130 is formed only of 50 sidewalls 74 , 76 slide with respect to the lower edges 150b , 
the upper member 132 or the lower member 134 . 152b . The inner walls 150a . 152a may be positioned so as 

Referring to FIG . 5 , the engagement of the sliding tray 40 to extend generally flush with the inner surfaces 746 , 76b of 
with the housing 34 will be discussed in detail . The sliding the sidewalls 74 , 76. The lower edges 150b , 152b are 
tray 40 is provided within the housing 34 such that a portion provided to extend downwardly beyond a portion of the 
of the sliding tray 40 is positioned between the inner 55 track 52 . 
surfaces 36a , 38a of the sidewalls 36 , 38 of the housing 34 . As such , objects provided on the upper storage surface 70 
The sliding tray 40 is positioned within the housing 34 such are prevented from entering a space between the sliding tray 
that a portion of the bottom wall 72 is provided above the 40 and track 52 of the housing 34. Therefore , objects can be 
floor 46 of the housing 34 . prevented from becoming lodged between the sliding tray 40 

In order for the sliding tray 40 to slide with respect to the 60 and the track 52 which would prevent the sliding movement 
housing 34 , a portion of the rails 82 are slidingly received of the sliding tray 40 . 
within the track 52 to allow the sliding tray 40 to slide with In some embodiments , the sliding tray 40 may be inte 
respect to the housing 34. The rails 82 of the tray body 84 grally formed as a one piece monolithic structure . Specifi 
extend outwardly into the track 52. Specifically , a portion of cally , the tray body 84 and the tray cover 86 are formed as 
the rails 82 are positioned so as to extend into the channel 65 a one piece monolithic structure . In some embodiments , the 
56 between the upper wall portion 58 and the lower wall sliding tray 40 may be formed as an integrally molded one 
portion 60 of the channel 56. The position of the rails 82 piece as a one piece monolithic structure . Specifically , the 

tray 40 . 
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tray body 84 and the tray cover 86 may be formed as an pair of side edges of the tray cover abut interior surfaces of 
integrally molded one piece as a one piece monolithic the sidewalls of the tray body . 
structure . 9. The storage compartment of claim 8 , wherein each of 

The above described console assemblies provide storage the sidewalls of the tray body includes a rib that extends 
compartments that provide a sliding tray that slides with 5 inwardly from the interior surfaces of the sidewalls of the respect to a housing . The sliding tray is configured to prevent tray body , the tray cover contacts the ribs . objects on an upper storage surface of the sliding tray from 10. The storage compartment of claim 9 , wherein the tray being lodged between the sliding tray and sidewalls of the cover has a generally curvilinear shape , the ribs of the tray housing . The sliding tray includes sidewalls that extend body have a generally curvilinear shape that corresponds to 
upwardly from side edges of a bottom wall of the sliding tray 10 the generally curvilinear shape of the tray cover , and beyond at least a portion of the upper storage surface . As wherein a lower surface of the tray cover abuts the ribs of such , objects placed on the upper storage surface contact the the tray body . sidewalls that extend upwardly beyond at least a portion of 
the upper storage surface . Accordingly , the objects are 11. A vehicle comprising : 
prevented from entering a space between the sidewalls of the 15 a passenger compartment ; 
housing and the sliding tray by the sidewalls that extend a console assembly having a storage compartment within 
upwardly beyond at least a portion of the upper storage the passenger compartment ; 
surface the storage compartment comprising : 

While particular embodiments have been illustrated and a housing having a storage area defined by a floor , a pair 
described herein , it should be understood that various other 20 of sidewalls , and a pair of end walls , the housing having 
changes and modifications may be made without departing an opening permitting access to the storage area , each 
from the spirit and scope of the claimed subject matter . of the pair of sidewalls includes a receiving cavity ; and 
Moreover , although various aspects of the claimed subject a sliding tray having an upper storage surface , a bottom 
matter have been described herein , such aspects need not be wall , and a pair of sidewalls that extend upwardly from 
utilized in combination . It is therefore intended that the 25 side edges of the bottom wall beyond at least portion of 
appended claims cover all such changes and modifications the upper storage surface , each of the pair of sidewalls 
that are within the scope of the claimed subject matter . includes an outwardly extending rail that is received What is claimed is : within the receiving cavity on each of the pair of 1. A storage compartment of a console assembly for a sidewalls of the housing to permit the sliding tray to vehicle , the storage compartment comprising : slide with respect to the housing , at least a portion of a housing having a storage area defined by a floor , a pair 

of sidewalls , and a pair of end walls , the housing having the upper storage surface extends above the receiving 
cavities and the outwardly extending rails . an opening permitting access to the storage area , each 12. The vehicle of claim 11 , wherein the upper storage of the pair of sidewalls includes a receiving cavity ; and 

a sliding tray having an upper storage surface , a bottom 35 surface has a generally curvilinear shape . 
wall , and a pair of sidewalls that extend upwardly from 13. The vehicle of claim 12 , wherein the sidewalls extend 
side edges of the bottom wall beyond at least a portion upwardly above a lowermost portion of the upper storage 

surface . of the upper storage surface , each of the pair of 
sidewalls includes an outwardly extending rail that is 14. The vehicle of claim 13 , wherein the rails of the pair 
received within the receiving cavity on each of the pair 40 of sidewalls are positioned above at least a portion of the 
of sidewalls of the housing to permit the sliding tray to upper storage surface . 
slide with respect to the housing , at least a portion of 15. The vehicle of claim 14 , wherein the upper storage 
the upper storage surface extends above the receiving surface includes a first end and an opposite second end , and 
cavities and the outwardly extending rails . wherein the portion of the upper storage surface that is 

2. The storage compartment of claim 1 , wherein the upper 45 below the rails of the pair of sidewalls is positioned between 
storage surface has a generally curvilinear shape . the first end and the second end . 

3. The storage compartment of claim 2 , wherein the 16. The vehicle of claim 15 , wherein the first end and the 
sidewalls extend upwardly above a lowermost portion of the second end of the upper storage surface are positioned above 
upper storage surface . the rails of the sidewalls . 

4. The storage compartment of claim 3 , wherein the rails 50 17. The vehicle of claim 12 , wherein the sliding tray of the pair of sidewalls are positioned above at least a includes a tray cover and a tray body , the tray cover includes portion of the upper storage surface . the upper storage surface and the tray body includes the 5. The storage compartment of claim 4 , wherein the upper 
storage surface includes a first end and an opposite second bottom wall , the pair of sidewalls , and the rails . 
end , and wherein the portion of the upper storage surface 55 18. The vehicle of claim 17 , wherein the tray cover 
that is below the rails of the pair of sidewalls is positioned includes a pair of side edges , the tray cover is positioned on 
between the first end and the second end . the tray body such that at least a portion of the pair of side 

6. The storage compartment of claim 5 , wherein the first edges of the tray cover abut interior surfaces of the sidewalls 
end and the second end of the upper storage surface are of the tray body . 
positioned above the rails of the sidewalls . 19. The vehicle of claim 18 , wherein each of the sidewalls 

7. The storage compartment of claim 2 , wherein the of the tray body includes a rib that extends inwardly from the 
sliding tray includes a tray cover and a tray body , the tray interior surfaces of the sidewalls of the tray body , the tray 
cover includes the upper storage surface and the tray body cover contacts the ribs . 
includes the bottom wall , the pair of sidewalls , and the rails . 20. The vehicle of claim 19 , wherein the tray cover has a 

8. The storage compartment of claim 7 , wherein the tray 65 generally curvilinear shape , the ribs of the tray body have a 
cover includes a pair of side edges , the tray cover is generally curvilinear shape that corresponds to the generally 
positioned on the tray body such that at least a portion of the curvilinear shape of the tray cover , and 
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wherein a lower surface of the tray cover abuts the ribs of 
the tray body . 
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