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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN MURRAY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at St. Louis,
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Barrel-Covers,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in barrel - covers for

goods in the process of marketing,

The object of my improvements is to pro-
vide a depressing cover that will fit wholly
inside the barrel and keep the main body of
the goods under pressure, or below the sur-
face of the brine or liquid, while allowing ac-

- cess thereto without lifting the cover itself,
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and furthermore, one that can be expanded so
as to cover the varying area due to the dif-
ference of head and bung diameter as the
goods are taken from below the cover.

To this end my improvements have refer-
encetoa head havinga fixed diameterslightly
less than the diameter of the cask at the
chine, to readily enter the same and rest upon
the contained goods with more or less press-
ure, but chiefly to an expansibleattachment
to said head, whereby its diameterisincreased
as the cask increases in diameter toward the
bilge or bung and engages with the cask to
maintain it in place.

In the accompanying drawings, on which
like veference-letters indicate corresponding
parts, Figure 1 represents a plan perspective
of the head or body; Fig. 1%, a 1id adapted to
fit therein; Fig. 2, a plan view of the head
with expansion-segments; Fig. 3, a section on
the line y v, Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a section on the
line z , Fig. 2; and Fig. 5.a dovetail sliding
connection. )

In the sale of goods that are more or less
injured by exposure to theair,it is often dif-
ficult to prevent such deterioration, while at

- the same time allowing ready access. for mar-
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keting.

pecially suffer in quality, and my invention
is particularly applicable to. barrels contain-
ing such. = -

Referring to Fig. 1, the letter A designates
a head of considerable thickness and weight,
depending on the material of which itis made
and the goodsit is applied to. If madeof the

Such goods as pickles and kraut es--

(No model.)

preferred material, pottery or artificial stone,
it may be one and one-half inches in thick-
nesss to compress the kraut. It is provided
with a hole B, preferably with inclined sides,
in which fits a 1id C. The weight of the head
will give sufficient pressure upon the kraut
and descend with it into the barrel as the
krant is taken out through the hole B. For
pickles, however, it is preferred to use an ex-
pansion attachment to thesaid head, consist-
ing of sliding segments D D, Fig. 2, having
slots d and . pins E, which allow of substan-
tially radial travel of the segments. The
dotted lines in Fig. 2 indicate the increased
diameter obtainable by foreing outward the
said segments.. Thisexpansion isdoneinthe
preferred form by means of a wedge-frame T,
fitting around the hole B and having a slid-
ing connection with the segments D to cause
them to travel away from the center as the
frame slides across the head on .suitable
guides G. '

Fig.4 shows theslotin theside of the frame,
and Fig. 3 the pin connection with the seg-
ments. The edges of the latter have sharp
pointed projections, such as dowels or serra-
tions, which are thus engaged with the sides
of the cask and support the cover at the sar-
face of theliquid.
below it and. out of contact with the air. The
frame I is shown with a hinged lid as the pre-
ferred form. The opening B is substantially
in the center of the head, and the frame Fis
long enough to give access to the hole in any
point of itstravel. Itsextreme positions will

.be when the segments are drawn in on enter-

ing the barrel, as shown by the full lines,
Fig. 2,and when it has expanded the cover to
the bilge diameter by its travel forward across
the head.

As the cover will be exposed to more or less

.dampness on its under side and to the air

above, it will have a tendency to warp unless

-made of some unshrinkable material, such as

pottery, artificial stone, or glass. The two last
named are especially suitable for its construe-
tion on account of their cleanliness and
weight, which admirably serve the object of
the invention. I regard this unshrinkable
feature as one of the features of myinvention.
I do not limit myself to the exact construc-
tion herein shown. : .

The pickles are depressed’
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Referring to Fig. 5, another form of sliding
connection between the wedge-frame and the
expansion-segments is shown. It consists of
a dovetail tongue and groove, which connects
each segment with the wedge-frame, so as to
draw them in or push them out asthe frame
is moved in one direction or the other across
the head or body piece A. 'This form dis-
penses with the guides G in the center of the
head, if it be desired. Any suitable sliding
connection, however, may be employed.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A barrel cover, comprising a body hav-
ing an interioropening for passage of the bar-
rel contents, and horizontal guides on its up-

per surface, a secondary cover for said open-

ing, and a transversely sliding attachment
adapted to be mounted on said guides, or dis-
pensed with according to requirements.

2. A brine barrel cover comprising a trans-
versely sliding wedge-frame surrounding, but

. not obstructing, a hole through the cover giv-

ing access to the contents of the barrel and
adjunective devices operating therewith.

3. A brine barrel cover comprising & main-

cover having an access hole to thesubagueous
contents, an open frame slidingly mounted
around said hole without elosing it in normal
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adjustments, and expanding pieces operated
by said frame to engage anywhere with the
sides of the barrel.

4. A barrel cover comprising a main cover
having an access hole to withdraw the con-
tents from below, & transversely sliding frame
surrounding said access hole without obstruet-
ing it, and expanding segments on opposite
sides of said frame and slidingly connected
therewith.

5. An interiorly adjustable cover for brine
barrels, comprising a wedge-frame, open for
access below, and movablesegments embrac-
ing said wedge-frame, having a slidingly op-
erated connection of dovetail tongues and
grooves on said members to push outand pull
in the segments by the sliding of said wedge-
frame. »

6. A barrel cover comprising a main cover
with a hole for passage of the contents, ad-
justable segments slidingly connected to said
main cover aboutsaid hole,aud means to hold
said segments in adjusted position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOON MURRAY.
- Witnesses: S
M. JACOBY,
H. M. PLAISTED.

35

40

435

5o




