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To all whom, it may 60ncern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs G. CoNN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Elkhart, in the county of Elkhart and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Mouthpieces for 
Cornets, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
While I have selected for the purposes of 

illustrating my invention, the mouthpiece 
of a cornet, it is, of course, obvious that the 
invention may be used as a mouthpiece for 
any of the brass Wind instruments. 
A large proportion of cornetists are pos 

sessed with more or less defective embou 
chures, usually caused by an Overhanging 
upper jaw. This projecting upper jaw and 
the teeth prevent the cornetist from plac 
ing the mouthpiece of his instrument evenly 
on his lips. The upper tip projects out 
farther than the lower lip and the mouth 
piece cannot rest evenly against the lips. 
In order to overcome this physical obstacle, 
the cornetist is obliged to reduce the upper 
lip to the same plane of the lower lip by 
the use of pressure. This pressure natu 
rally prevents a free circulation of the blood 
in the upper lip and causes it to Swell and 
interfere with the use of the muscles in con 
tracting the lips and increasing the vibra 
tions. The uneven pressure also prevents 
a proper use of the cheek muscles in creat 
ing the necessary vibrations which start in 
motion the various sound waves necessary 
to produce the scale of the instrument. 
To afford a free use of the upper lip in 

its functions as a tone producer, I have in 
vented a mouthpiece with a face cut out 
and shaped so that when placed against the 
lips, the pressure against the lips is even, 
and will not cause either lip to swell and 
lose its controlling value. 
Another object of this construction is 

that the lower lip is given greater pinching 
power than it would have with the old 
level faced mouthpiece, and in this Way 
adds much to the ability of the cornetist in 
making the upper notes through the crea 
tion of quicker vibrations. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation 
of a mouthpiece embodying my invention, 
and Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the same. 

The reference numeral I designates a 
mouthpiece, having a rim, one half of 
Which is in a different plane from the other 
half but parallel thereto. The lower half 
Of the rim 2 is parallel to the upper half 3 
of the rim, but the vertical plane of the 
upper half is back of the vertical plane of 
the lower half, the two planes being par 
allel. At the juncture of the upper and 
lower halves of the rim, I form an inclined 
shoulder 4 so that the edge of the rim pre 
Sents an unbroken surface. 
By placing the upper half of the rim 

back from the lower half, I form a recess 
adapted to receive the upper lip of the 
player SO that both the upper and lower 
lips may have a firm close bearing on the 
rim throughout its area without unneces 
Salily pressing either lip, thus the mouth 
piece distributes the pressure evenly on the 
lips, thereby obviating the swollen lip and 
impairing the lip and cheek muscles, so 
that the lin and cheek muscles are free to 
do the necessary Work of reaching the high 
notes without excessive pressure on the lips. 

I claim:- 
1. A cornet mouthpiece having a rim 

formed in different but parallel vertical 
planes, and a short portion nearly at right 
angles to and connecting said portions and 
forming shoulders On each side of the rin. 

2. A cornet mouthpiece having lip bear 
ing surfaces in different but parallel planes 
and a short portion nearly at right angles 
to and connecting the two planes and con 
stituting a lip-bearing on each side of the 

. 

3. A cornet mouthpiece having the upper 
half of its lip-bearing rim terminating in a 
short portion extending forwardly there 
from and nearly at right angles thereto, 
the lower half of said rim extending down 
Wardly from said short portion in a plane 
parallel to the upper half of the rim. 
The foregoing specification signed at Elk 

hart, Indiana, this 19th day of March, 1912. 

CHARLES G. CONN. 
In presence of - 

HAZEL WoLIFE, 
E. M. BUTLER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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