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CLIPASSEMBLY FOR WALL STRUCTUREs 
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This invention is directed to a clip designed 
for use in positioning studdings or the like 
which are employed in building construction, 
and particularly in the construction of walls 
employing Wall board sections either alone or 
as a backing for a plaster finish, and in one of 
the preferred forms the clip is employed as a 
rider on an elongated runner secured to a floor 
or ceiling, so that a plurality of the clips 
might be properly spaced to afford sockets for 
the ends of the studdings howsoever the latter 
may be Spaced. The clips, however, are designed 
So that they may be employed individually and 
Secured directly to a Wall or ceiling without the 
interposition of the runner, and various modi 
fications in the form of the clips themselves per 
mit then to be employed under varying con 
ditions and as a means for securing grounds, 
base boards or the like, and under varying con 
ditions as regards the spacing of the wall board 
Sections With respect to the studdings with 
Which they are associated. 

Further objects and details will appear from 
the description of the invention in conjunction 
With the accompanying drawings, wherein, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the clip 
mounted as a rider upon a runner and showing 
pointed upstanding prongs for impaling a 
ground or base board; 

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing pointed prongs 
of a different character adapted to impale the 
Outer face of a ground or base board, but with 
the runner omitted; 

Fig. 3 is a view sectioned through a runner, 
With the clip of Fig. in position, and serving as 
a, Socket for the lower end of a studding; 

Fig. 4 is a top view of the clip of Fig. 1: 
Fig. 5 is an end view of a modified clip pro 

vided with hooked tongues for hooking under 
the edges of a runner secured to a ceiling; - 

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the Same: 
Fig. 7 is a plan view of the same showing 

channel forming tongues on one side only of the 
clip: 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a further modi 
fication showing channel forming tongues on One 
side of the clip to hold the edges of Wall board 
Sections in Spaced relation to the clip; 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a staple used, 
in association with the clip for engaging the stud 
and impaling the upper edge of a ground or the 
like 

- Fig. 10 is a modified form of staple; 
Fig. 11 is a Section of Wall showing the employ 

ment of the clip of Fig. 1 and the staple of Fig. 55 

9 in association with the structural elements 
Composing the Wall; 

Fig. 12 is a side elevation of a similar but 
slightly modified wall construction; 

5. Fig. 13 is a sectional elevation of a wall em 
ploying the clip of Fig. 8 and the modified form 
of staple shown in Fig. 10; 

Fig. 14 is a sectional elevation of a Wall en 
ploying the clip of Fig. 8 without the staple and 

l:0 with a modified arrangement of the structural 
elements composing the wall; 

Fig. 15 is a Sectional elevation of a wallen 
ploying the clip of Fig. 1 in connection with a 
cement base or the like; and 

5. Fig. 16 is a sectional elevation of a wall em 
ploying a clip which is Substantially similar to 
the clips of FigS.2 and 8. 
The clip of the present invention is preferably 

integrally formed of sheet metal, stamped and 
20 bent to proper form to straddle a continuous 

runner 2 which may be secured to the floor 
or ceiling in position to accommodate a group. of 
clips properly spaced and in aligned relation to 
one another. As shown, the runner is in the form 

25, of a strip or section of channel iron presenting 
an angular outer surface afforded by a connect 
ing, croSS Wall 2 having side flanges 22. 
The body of the clip in all of the modifications 

now to be described is of arch shaped formation 
30 comprising spaced parallel lower side walls 23 

of a depth to embrace the sides of the runner 
and extend to the floor or ceiling as the case 
may be, and an upwardly springing longitudi 
nally extending connecting arch 24, which is of 

35 lesser span than the distance between the side 
walls to afford offset longitudinally extending 
shoulders 25 on each side of the clip. The arch 
is provided in its center with a transverse slot 
26 inwardly extending to the shoulders and di 

40 viding the arch into two sections each of which 
is reinforced by a bead or ridge 27 formed at 
a suitable distance from the slot to afford an 
abutment for the edge flanges of a channel stud 
32 which is entered within the slot with its end. 

45 resting upon the shoulders and its flanges em 
bracing the side walls of the arch on one side 
of the slot so that the end of the stud will be 
firmly and rigidly socketed within the clip. The 
body of the clip, constructed in the above man 

50 ner, is common to all of the forms of construc 
tion presently to be described, but modifications 
in detail of certain portions of the clip. extend 
ing from the body may be made to meet Special 
requirements. 
In the form shown in Fig. 1, the side walls at 

  



2 
their bases terminate in outwardly projecting 
fins 28 which are provided along their edges with 
spaced upstanding tongues which as shown 
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an arrangement at the right hand Side, While 

may be pointed to constitute impaling prongS 29. 
stiffened at their bases by indentations 29. An 
intervening outwardly projecting attaching 
tongue 30 may be provided on each side if de 
sired, or omitted on one side as illustrated in 
Fig. 3, or omitted altogether. Each attaching 
tongue, or tongues as the case may be, is pro 
vided with nailing apertures 3. 
The body of the clip as above described is 

adapted to closely embrace the runner with the 
body walls of the clip frictionally engaging the 
sides of the runner and the shoulders 25 Over 
lapping the corners of the runner. It is pre 
ferred to so configure the clip that it will be 
sprung slightly as it is positioned upon the run 
ner, which gives a frictional grip Sufficient to 
hold it in the desired position. 

Fig. 5 shows a companion ceiling clip adapted 
to cooperate with the floor clip of Fig. 1 in en 
gaging the opposite ends of the channel Stud 32. 
The upper clip of Fig. 5 is similar in form to 

that of Fig. 1, except that in lieu of the impal 
ing prongs 29, the upper clip is provided With 
channel forming tongues 34 which project at 
right angles to the fins 28 and provide channels 
for the reception of the edges of Wall board Sec 
tions. 
In order to allow for variations in the fitting 

of the channel studs and the wall board Sections, 
it is preferred to make the arch portion of the 
upper clip and the channel forming tongues of 
greater depth than the prongS 29 and the arch 
portion of the lower clip, although for many pur 
poses a clip of the form shown in Fig. 1 will serve 
equally well for securing the upper end of a 
channel stud. 

However, in order to more firmly Secure the 
special form of clip shown in Fig. 5 to an in 
verted runner, and prevent the clips from fall 
ing therefrom before the studs are fitted in posi 
tion, the clip is provided with hooked tongues 
35 which are cut free from the ends of the Side 
walls of the clip and are initially distended or 
bent outwardly, as shown at the left of Fig. 5, 
so that when the clip is slipped into position on 
the upper runner the hooked tongues may be 
bent inwardly, as shown at the right of Fig. 5, 
to bring their hooked ends between the flanged 
edges of the runner and the ceiling to positively 
secure the clip in Suspended position. 
In lieu of pointed prongs 29 which are adapted 

to impale the lower edge of a ground or base 
board in a manner presently to be described, in 
paling prongs 36 of the character shown in Fig. 
2 may be employed, which are in the form of 
tongues secured to the fin 28, and provided with 
inwardly turned impaling points 3 adapted to 
be driven into the outer side face of a ground 
or base board. In Fig. 2 the attaching tongue 
30 is omitted, and it will be understood that the 
use of such a tongue is optional in any of the 
various forms of construction. m 
Where it is desired to provide for the engage 
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ment of Wall board Sections at a distance from 
one or both of the side walls of the clip, the form 
of construction shown in Fig. 8 may be en 
ployed. In this instance, the channel is pro 
vided by one or more inner tongues 38 which are 
struck upwardly from the body of an extended 
fin 39 in conjunction with one or more edge 
tongues 40 properly positioned to provide a 
channel of the desired Width. Fig. 8 ShOWS Such 

at the left hand side the inner tongues. 38 are 
omitted and the edge tongues 40 are properly 
spaced to cooperate with the contiguous side 
body wall of the clip in providing a channel. 

It will, of course, be understood that the chan 
nel forming construction illustrated at the right 
of Fig. 8 may be duplicated on the left hand 
side, or that the channel forming construction 
shown at the left may be duplicated on the right 
hand side, depending upon the service for which 
the clip is intended. Furthermore, the attach 
ing tongues may be omitted on one or both edges 
of the clip. 

Figs. 9 and 10 illustrate staples which are em 
ployed in conjunction with the clips for engag 
ing the upper edges of grounds, base boards Or 
the like, in a manner presently to be described. 
The staple of Fig. 9 consists of a flat plate pro 
vided with Spaced legs 4 connected at one end 
by a bridge connection 42, the legs at their free 
ends being provided with downwardly pointed 
impaling prongs 43 which coact with a similar 
impaling prong 44 downturned from the edge 
of the bridge portion of the staple. In the staple 
of Fig. 10, the bridge portion 45 is provided with 
an upwardly turned channel forming tongue 46 
and an Outwardly extending impaling tongue 47 
having a downwardly turned prong 48. In lieu 
of the pointed prongs, the ends of the legs and 
the bridge portion can be provided with aper 
tures 488 to permit nails to be driven there 
through, and either or both means of attachment 
may be employed. 
As illustrating the manner in Which the clips 

heretofore described may be employed in Vari 
Olus forms of Wall construction, reference is had 
to Figs. 11 to 15 inclusive, it being understood, 
however, that the use of the clip is not restrict 
ed to the particular forms here shown by way 
of exemplification. Fig. 11 illustrates the use of 
a clip Of the type ShoW in Fig. 1 in conjunction 
with the staple of Fig. 9. 
The channel stud is inserted in position, and 

a ground strip 49 has its lower edge impaled 
upon the prongs 29 with its upper edge engaged 
by the prongs 43 of the staple which straddles 
the stud. As shown, a thicker ground 50 is em 
ployed at the left hand side of the wall, which 
ground is impaled along its lower edge by prongs 
29 and is rabbeted along its upper inner edge 
5f to afford a channel for the reception of a wall 
board Section 52 which may be provided with 
perforations 53 for the keying of a plaster or ce 
ment Wall filling 54. 
The prong 44 of the staple impales the shoul 

der of the rabbeted edge So that With the grounds 
thus positioned on opposite sides of the stud and 
abutting against the side walls of the stud and 
clip, and impaled along their lower and upper 
edges, in the manner described, the stud and 
grounds Will be firmly held and anchored in po 
sition, While the upper end of the stud will be 
similarly anchored in position in proximity to 
the ceiling by clips of the character shown in 
Fig. 5. The wall will be finished by carrying the 
plaster or cement filling through to the right 
hand surface in flush relation with the right 
hand ground 49, and completed by the employ. 
ment of base boards 55 which overlap the plastic 
filling. 
As shown to the left in Fig. 11, an attaching 

tongue 30 is nailed to the fioor, but the use of 
Such a tongue is optional in the wall construction 
illustrated, 
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Fig. 12 shows a face view of the left hand. Wall 

surface of Fig. 11, with the constituents partly 
broken away to show the overlapping of the 
parts. 

Fig. 13 illustrates a Wall in which the Wall 
board sections 56 and 57 are in Spaced relation 
to one another to afford - a hollow wall struc 
ture and in which the clip of Fig. 8 and the 
staple of Fig. 11 are employed. In this instance 
the channel forming tongues 38 serve to hold the 
right hand ground 58 in spaced relation away 
from the stud, while the tongues 0 are entered 
Within a groove 59 in the rabbeted lower edge 
60 of the ground. Similarly, On the left hand 
side, the tongues 4 are entered within a sini 
lar groove 6 in the rabbeted lower edge 52 of 
the ground 63, the tongues. On this side, however, 
being properly Spaced to bring the inner face of 
the ground into contact With the side edge of 
the stud, and the tongues 38 being omitted. 
The upper edges 64 and 65 of the respective 

grounds are rabbeted to afford shoulders for the 
reception of the impaling prongs of staples of 
the character shown in Fig. 10, which at the 
right hand side of Fig. 13 are provided with chan 
nel forming tongues 48 which in conjunction 
with the rabbeted inner face of the right hand 
ground afford a channel for the reception of the 
right hand Wall board Section 5. At the left 
hand side of the wall there is no need for the 
provision of a tongue 46 since the Wall board 
section abuts directly against the stud. The Wall 
board sections are finished by plastic surface 
coatings 66 which finish flush with the side faces 
of the grounds, and the Wall construction is fin- ; 
ished on the right hand side by a base shoe 67 
and a molding 68, while on the left hand side 
the wall is finished by a base board 69 and a 
base shoe 70. 
Although in the Wall of Fig. 13 the tongues 

4 are shown as entered within grooves 59 and 
6 respectively, it is obvious that these tongues 
might be pointed to afford impaling prongs and 
impaled directly into the lower edges of the 
grounds in the manner referred to in the de 
scription of the Wall of Fig. 1. 
In the wall of Fig. 14 the staples are omitted, 

and Wall board Sections and 2 are carried 
directly down to the level of the floor and are 
there entered into the channels provided by the 
clip of Fig. 8, the channel at the right being 
Spaced sufficiently away from the body of the 
clip to afford the desired Spacing between the 
wall sections. In this instance, grounds 3 and 
4 are employed which overlap the Wall board 

sections, and plastic coatings 5 and 6 are ap 
plied in flush relation with the respective grounds. 
The Wall is finished by base boards or like finish 
ing strips 77, 78 and 79. If desired, spacer blocks 
9a may be inserted between...the Wall board sec 

tions resting upon the runner in the Spaces be 
tween the clips to reinforce the Wall from the 
interior, and into which the grounds 3 and 4 
are nailed. 

Fig. 15 shows a wall in which a clip of the 
character shown in Fig. 1 is employed in COn 
junction with bases formed of cement or simi 
lar plastic material which is applied to metal lath 
80 secured by tie wires or the like to the stud. 
In this instance the plastic filling 8 embeds the 
stud, the metal lath, and the clips, the tongues 
29 being anchored within the plastic material. 

Fig. 16 shows a wall in which a clip of the gen 
eral character shown in Figs. 2 and 8 is employed 
in conjunction with wood grounds or the like, 

O 

5 

30 

40 

60 

70 

75 

3. 
and in Which the channels for the reception of 
the lower edges of the grounds... are made. Suf 
ficiently. Wide for that purpose. At the left of 
the figure is shown a tongue 40 without the im 
palling features, while at the right of the figure 
is shown a tongue 36 having the impaling point 
37, as illustrated in Fig. 2. The prong is shown 
impaled in full lines, and in its retracted position 
in dotted lines. 
Although various modifications in the struc 

ture of the clips, and the structure of the walls 
have been described, it will be understood that 
the details of the clips as shown may be modi 
fied in various Ways Without departing from the 
Spirit of the invention. Thus, in cases where it 
is desired to employ tongues for impaling pur 
pOSes, the same should, of course, be pointed so 
that they may be driven into the edges of the 
grounds, but where the same tongues are emi 
ployed merely for the purpose of affording the 
constituents of a channel for the edge of a wall 
board or base ground section, they need not be 
pointed, although the pointing of the tongue will 
not impair their function as channel forming 
Constituents. 

Furthermore, although the clips on their op 
posite edges may be uniform in character to pro 
Wide channel forming and/or impaling tongues, 
it may not be essential in all cases to provide 
Such features on both sides of the clip, so that if 
desired one side of the clip may be plain and the 
Wing and tongue features applied to the other 
Side Only. Also, in cases where the clips are in 
tended merely to anchor the ends of the studs, 
the Wings and tongues or prongs may be entirely 
Omitted from the body of the clip. 
Although for most purposes it may be desir 

able to form the clips and staples from sheet 
metal, it is not the intention to limit the claims 
in that regard, since other metals or materials 
may be employed. Likewise the term arch is in 
tended to cover and include any arch like con 
nection, whether round, square or angular, which 
affords an upstanding slotted connection for the 
Side walls of the clip, adapted to receive the end 
of a Stud in Substantially the manner described; 
and under the term clip I mean to include a de 
Vice of the character described regardless of its 
length, which may if desired assume the form of 
a continuous runner. 
I claim: 
1. A clip for the anchoring of a stud or the 

like formed from sheet material configured to 
afford Spaced substantially parallel side walls 
adapted to Straddle a runner and provided with 
means for attachment to a floor or the like, and 
an upWardly Springing connecting arch bridging 
the Space between the side walls and provided 
With a slot cut through the crest and the sides 
of the arch and adapting the clip to receive and 
Socket the end of a stud or the like. 

2. A clip for the anchoring of a stud or the 
like formed from sheet material configured to 
afford Spaced Substantially parallel side walls 
adapted to straddle a runner, and an upwardly 
Springing connecting arch inwardly offset with 
relation to the side walls to afford connecting 
shoulders at the base of the arch and provided 
With a slot inwardly extending through the crest 
of the arch and down to the shoulders to afford 
a Socket for the reception of the end of a stud 
Or the like, the side walls being provided with 
laterally extending means adapted to afford at 
tachment to a floor or the like. 

3. A clip for the anchoring of a stud or the 



4. 
like formed from sheet material configured to 
afford Spaced Substantially parallel side Walls 
adapted to straddle a runner and provided with 
means adapting the clip to be held against dis 
placement thereon, and an upwardly Springing 
connecting arch inwardly offset with relation to 
the Side Walls to afford connecting shoulders at 
the base of the arch and provided with a slot cut 
through the crest and sides of the arch and down 
to the shoulders to afford a Socket for the recep 
tion of the end of a stud or the like. 

4. In Wall Construction, the combination of a 
clip for the anchoring of a stud or the like having 
Spaced lower Side walls and a connecting up 
Wardly Springing arch inwardly offset with rela 
tion to the side walls to afford on each side a 
connecting shoulder at the base of the arch, the 
arch being provided with a slot inwardly extend 
ing through the crest of the arch and down to the 
shoulders to afford a socket for the reception of 
the end of a stud or the like, the wall of the arch 
On One Side and at a distance from the slot being 
provided with an outwardly projecting reinforc 
ing bead, and a channel stud socketed within 
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5. In Wall construction, the combination of a 

clip for the anchoring of a stud or the like having 

5 
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the slot and with its end in abutment against 25 
the shoulders and its flanges embracing the wall 
of the arch adjacent the slot and with the edges 
of the channel Stud standing in abutment with 
the reinforcing bead. 

Spaced lower side Walls and a connecting up 
Wardly springing arch inwardly offset with rela 
tion to the Side Walls to afford on each side a 
connecting shoulder at the base of the arch, the 
arch being provided with a slot inwardly ex 
tending through the crest of the arch and down 
to the shoulders to afford a socket for the recep 
tion of the end of a stud or the like, the wall of 
the arch on one side of the slot and at a distance 
from the slot being provided with a reinforcing 
bead, a channel Stud Socketed within the slot 
With its end in abutment against the shoulders 
and With its flanges embracing the Wall of the 
arch adjacent the slot and with the edges of the 
channel Stud standing in abutment with the re 
inforcing bead, at least one of the side Walls of . 
the clip being provided with a laterally extend 
ing projection adapted to be secured to a floor 
or the like, and a runner straddled by the clip 
with the shoulders of the clip abutting the top 
Corners of the runner and with the side walls of 
the clip closely embracing the side faces of the 

e. 
HARRY H. BURSON. 


