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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE J. SEABURY,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
New York city, in the county and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful improvements in a covering or wrap-
per for medicinal plasters manufactured with
rubber combination or other adhesive base
and either plain-spread or porous or perfo-
rated; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use¢ the same.

Heretofore medicinal plasters of the variety
or class commonly called *porous” plasters
have been made with a linen or cotton cov-
ering consisting of three pieces, one of which
is commonly called the ‘back cloth,” and has
usually been made from a single piece of
linen or cotton, cut in the same shape as the
porous plaster, with the edges left raw and
projecting beyond the plaster from one-quar-
ter to one-half inch, which back cloth has
been applied to the plaster by gumming it to
the back thereof, at the ends or short sides
thereof, thus leaving the whole face or sur-
face of the plaster exposed upon removal of
the face cloth.

The face cloth has heretofore consisted of
two pieces of linen or cotton with rough edges,
each a little larger than half the plaster when
dividedlengthwise. Thesepiecesare applied
to the face of the plaster by laying them
thereon, so as to leave the edges, where the
two pieces meet in the middle of the plaster,

overlapping about one-half inch, the outer

edges of the face cloth being even with the
edges of the plaster. One of these overlap-
ping edges is then folded back on the piece
to which it belongs and the overlapping edge
of the other piece is laid upon it.

Before applying a porous plaster to the
human body, it is necessary to remove the
face cloth, so as to expose the surface of the
plaster. This is done by pulling off one half
of the face cloth by taking hold of the over-
lapping edge with one hand and holding the
plaster with the other, which exposes one
half of the sticky or adhesive surface of the
plaster. The other half of the face cloth is
removed in the same way, but in order tore-

move itit is necessary to grasp the sticky sur-
face of the plaster with one hand, when more
or less of the surface of the plaster adheres
to the hand. ’

When the plaster is applied to the human
body with the whole surface of the plaster
exposed, as it is when the face cloth is re-
moved when made with the present form of
back cloth, the entire surface of the plaster
to the outer edges adheres to the body and
is both difficult and painful to remove.

The objects of my improvement are to make
it easier and more convenient to remove the
face cloth from the plaster, to render it more
convenient and less painful to remove the
plaster from the human body, and to lessen
the cost of production.

My improvement consists of applying the
back cloth tothe plaster by laying the plaster,
face up, on the back cloth, which consists of
a single piece of linen, cotton, or other suit-
able material, cut in the same shape as the
plaster, with one or more sides—say a quarter
of aninch, more or less—larger than the plas-
ter, which edges are then folded over on the
face of the plaster, to which they adhere like
a binding. This may be done on one or more
sides. '

The face cloth I make out of one piece of
linen, cotton, or other suitable material, of
practically the same size as the back cloth.
I apply it to the plaster by laying it on the
face thereof- after the back cloth has been
folded over the one or more edges of the plas-
ter, as above described. The object of fold-
ing the back cloth over one or more sides of
the face of the plaster is to give a firm and
cleanly hold of the plaster when removing the

face cloth and also in removing the plaster

from the body; also, to prevent the plaster,
when heated by the body, from spreading
beyond the edges of the back cloth and soil-
ing the clothing.

In order that my invention may be fully
understood, I have illustrated types thereof
in the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a plan of my improved article,
the view showing one corner of the detach-
able face cloth as stripped from the face of
the plaster and turned back in order to more
clearly show the construction. Fig. 2 shows
an enlarged cross-section taken on a plane
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indicated by line 2 2, Fig. 1. TFig. 8 showsin
plan a portion of one of the articles made in
modified form, as hereinafter described.
Referring to the drawings, in which like
numbers of reference indicate like parts
throughout, 4 is the adhesive layer of medici-
nal material, and 5 the non-adhesive back of a
well-known form of adhesive porous plaster.
Nowin aceordance with myinvention this ad-
hesive plaster is provided with a permanent
back eloth 6, which is cut larger than the plas-
ter in order to project beyond the same at one
or all of its edges, so that it can be folded
around the edge or edges of the plaster, like
a binding, and brought over upon the adhe-
sive face thereof, to which it is caused to ad-
here by being pressed down upon it, as indi-
cated at 7 7 in the drawings. One or more
edges of the back cloth may be thus folded
around the edge of the plaster and fastened
to the adhesive face thereof, though in the
drawings I give preference to the securing of
either two opposite long edges 7 7, as shown
in Fig. 3, or all four edges 7 7, as shown in
Fig. 1. Thisfolding of the edges of the back
cloth around the raw edge of the plaster serves
t) conceal such raw edges.and to prevent the

material of the plaster from exuding from such |

edges and thereby coming in contact with the
clothing of the wearer; but a most important
funection is found in thus binding the edges of
the plaster, in that it affords a ready means
of gefiting hold of the edges thereof with the
fingers when itis to be removed from the per-
son, since the edges thus bound will not ad-
here to the person when applied, but, on the
contrary, will always remain free, so that it
can be easily grasped and pulled off. It will
be observed, also, that the back cloth 6 is per-
manently attached to the plasteratsuch parts
of the cloth as to come in contact with the ad-
hesive surface of the plaster and this avoids
the necessity of in any way gumming or. se-
curing this cloth tothe back of the plaster, as
is necessarily the case in some forms of por-
ous plasterheretoforein use. In other words,
the folding over of the edges of the back cloth
upon the adhesive face of the plaster not only
provides a clean free edge on the face of the
plaster, but at the same time serves asa means
for attaching the back cloth to the plaster.
Totheadhesive face 4 of the plasterisaffixed
aface cloth 8, which is cut enough larger than
the plaster to cause it to project beyond the
edges of the same at all four sides, as will be
clearly understood from the drawings. This
face cloth is removably attached to the face
of the plaster by being pressed against it, so
as to temporarily adhere thereto over the en-
tire adhesive surface which may be left ex-
posed after the edges 7 7 of the back cloth are
folded down inplace. This completes the ar-

ticle for use in the trade, it being understood
that when the plaster is to be applied the user
strips oft and discards the face cloth 8 previ-

ously to applying the adhesive face 4 to the
body. It will be noted that an important ad-
vantage arising from the provision of a clean
and non-adhesive margin 7 7 along the adhe-
sive face of the plaster is that the user may
readily strip off the face cloth by taking an
edge of the same between the fingers of one
hand, while with the fingers of the other hand
he seizes the non-adhesive margin 7 and is en-
abled to easily strip off the face cloth without
having his fingers brought in contact with
any of the adhesive substance on the face of
the plaster.
the invention and I lay special claim to it.
A furtheradvantage resulting from this pecu-
liar construction is found in the fact that the
back cloth when secured by all four edges to
the face of the plaster presents no free raw
edges, so that there is no possibility of this
cloth raveling, and since it is a permanent
part of the plaster the importance of this is
obvious. This form of back cloth enables me
to make the face cloth in one piece and to
affix the same to the plasterin one operation
instead of in two operations, as is necessary
in the present method of making such plas-
ters.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
end, is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, an ad-
hesive plaster provided with a back-cloth hav-
ing one ormore of its edges folded like abind-
ing around the edge or edges of the plaster
and over upon the adhesive face thereof and
adhering thereto upon such adhesive face,
whereby its removal after use is facilitated,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. As a new article of manufacture, an ad-
hesive plaster provided with a back-clothhav-
ing one or more of its edgesfolded like a bind-
ing around the edge or edges of the plaster
and over upon the adhesive face thereof and
adhering thereto npon such adhesive face,
and a removable face-cloth affixed to the ad-
hesive surface of the plaster by means of the
adhesive substance thereof and covering the
same, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

3. As a new article of manufacture, an ad-
hesive plaster provided with a baclk-cloth hav-
ing one or more of its edges folded like a bind-
ing around the edge or edges of the plaster
and over upon the adhesive face thereof and
adhering thereto upon such adhesive face,
and a removable face-cloth larger than the
plaster so as to project free beyond the edges
of the same, said face-cloth being affixed to
the adhesive surface, substantially as and for
the purpose setforth.

GEORGE J. SEABURY.
Witnesses:
WM. J. SAWYER,
Lours WILLIAM DE ZELLER.
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