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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

HENRY C. PATTERSON, JR., OF YOUNGSVILLE, NEW YORX.

DISPLAY-BOX.

1,056,826.

Specification of Letters Patent. v

Patented Mar.25,1913.

Application filed June 30, 1910. Serial No. 569,804, :

To all whom it may concern: ' B

Be it known that I, Hexry C. PaTTERSON,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing
at Youngsville, in the county of Sullivan
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Dis-
play-Boxes, of which the following is a
specification,

This invention relates to display cases or
boxes, designed especially for displaying
seeds, bulbs, etc., either in packages or in
bulk; and it consists of a suitable case in
which are arranged a plurality of rows of
compartments, so connected that said rows
may be readily and quickly arranged in

stepped position for displaying the articles

contained in said compartments.
The invention futher consists in certain

novel means by which the several rows of -

compartments are held in their stepped posi-
tion, as will be hereinafter fully described
in this specification and briefly stated in the
claims. '

The chief objects of the invention are to
simplify and cheapen the cost of construc-
tion of the class of devices, and to so arrange
and connect the several rows of compart-
ments, that they may be closely folded with-
in the case, while containing the articles
or goods to be displayed, and shipped from
place to place, without the contents becom-
Ing displaced.

Other objects of the invention will become
apparent upon a complete disclosure thereof.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the case in closed position;
Fig. 2 is a similar view, showing the lid or
cover in raised position and the rows of
compartments in folded position; Fig. 3
is a perspective view of the case opened to

display goods; Fig. 4 is a detail, showing

the means for supporting the front edge of
the rows of compartments, in stepped or dis-
play position; and Fig. 5 is a detall sectional
view of the locking device.

Referring to the several views, the nu-
meral 1 indicates a suitable case, rectangu-
lar in shape, having its front side open. A
lid or cover 2 is hinged to the back of the
case by suitable hinges 8, and hinged to
the front edge of the cover, by hinges 4, is
a drop-leaf 5 which, when the cover is
closed, forms the front wall of the case. The
cover or lid is supported in its raised or
open position, at each end thereof by jointed
links 6, 6, the end of one link being pivoted

to the end of the case and the end of the
other link to the edge of the cover.
Arranged within the case are a plurality
of rows of compartments 7 connected to each
other, at each end thereof, by a series of
jointed links 8, 8, the outer end-links being

‘pivoted to the front and rear rows of com-

partments respectively, as shown in Figs.
2 and 3, and the adjacent ends of the inter-

‘mediate, jointed-links of the series being

pivoted to the intermediafe rows of com-
partments, as shown at 9, 10, and 11, re-
spectively, as shown in Fig. 8. The front
of each compartment is open, but the pack-
ages of articles or goods to be displayed
therein are prevented from falling out by
guards 12, preferably strands of wire, which
are secured to the front edges of the parti-
tions 13 forming the compartments. When
seeds, bulbs, or other articles in bulk are
to be displayed, glass strips may be sub-
stituted for the wire-strands. The back of
each row of compartments, except the rear
row, is provided, near its upper edge, with
a strip 14, which forms a seat or rest for
the bottom front edge of each adjacent row
of compartments when the same are in ele-
vated or stepped position for displaying the
goods.

The inner face of the cover or 1id is pro-
vided with plates 15 having key-hole-shaped
apertures 16, in which headed studs 17, se-
cured to the back of the rear row of com-
partments are adapted to engage to hold the
several rows of compartments in the ele-
vated or display position. :

It will be noted that, as thus constructed,
there are no loose .or unattached parts of
the device to be separately handled or ad-
justed, or become misplaced, and that when
the lid is raised, but one motion is required
to raise the several rows of compartments to
display position.

Any suitable well-know fastening device
may be employed to fasten the drop-leaf or
front to the bottom of the case.

In elevating the several rows of compart-
ments, the lid is raised to the position shown
in Fig. 2 in which position it is held by the
jointed links 6, and the rear row of com-
partments raised until the several rows as-
sume the position shown in Fig. 8; the studs
17 are then inserted into the keyhole-shaped
apertures 16, locking the rear or top row
firmly to the lid, the intermediate rows be-
ing supported by the strips 14, upon which
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their front edges rest, as shown in Fig. 4,
and by the series of jointed links 8, as
shown in Fig. 8. To lower the rows of com-
partments, the rear or upper row is lifted
out of locked engagement with the lid or
cover, and the several rows lowered, by
slightly elevating the jointed ends of the
links 8, into the compact form shown in
Fig. 2.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:

1. A display-case comprising a suitable
casing having a hinged lid or cover, a re-
movable front hinged to said lid, means for
supporting the lid and hinged front in up-
right position, a number of rows of com-
partments connected together at their re-
spective ends by a series of links having
their adjacent ends pivoted together, the
free end of each end link of each series being
pivoted centrally to the front and rear rows
respectively and every other adjacently piv-
oted ends of the intermediate links pivoted
centrally to the intermediate rows of com-
partments, whereby all of the rows, except
the front row, may be raised to a stepped
position, means carried by each row of com-
partments for sustaining the front of each
row in sald position, and means for detach-
ably locking the upper or rear row to the
lid, so as to maintain said rows in their
raised position.

2. A display case, comprising a suitable
casing having a hinged lid or cover provided
with a hinged drop-leaf, said drop-leaf
adapted to serve as a front to the casing
when the 1id is closed, means for supporting
the lid in upright position, a number of
rows of compartments connected together at
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their respective ends by a series of links hav-

40

ing their ends pivoted together, the free .

end of each end link of each series being piv-
oted to the end of the front and rear rows
respectively and each intermediate link of
each series centrally pivoted to an interme-
diate row of compartments, whereby all of
the rows, except the front row, may be

‘raised to a stepped position, and means for

maintaining said rows in said position.

3. A display case, comprising a suitable
casing having a hinged lid or cover pro-
vided with a hinged drop-leaf, said drop-
leaf adapted to serve as a front to the cas-
ing when the lid is closed, means for sup-
porting the lid in a vertical position, a num-
ber of rows of compartments connected to-
gether at their respective ends by a series
of links having their ends pivoted together,
the free end of each end link of each series
being pivoted to end of the front and rear
rows respectively and each intermediate
link of each series centrally pivoted to an
intermediate row of compartments, whereby
all of the rows, except the front row, may
be raised to a stepped position, rests at-
tached to the backs of the rows of compart-
ments for supporting the adjacent rows,
and detachable locking-means carried by
the lid and rear or upper row of compart-
ments for maintaining the rows in stepped
position. ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY C. PATTERSON, Jz.

Witnesses:
Groree BriuixNg,
THOMAS J. SMITH, .

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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