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To all whom. it meay concern:

Be it known that 1, Aponra
eitizen of the United States, residing at
Fronwont, in h* corniy of Sandusky “and
<iate ol Ohto, bave m\onml certain new
and nee (.u .tv'pwwx ents i Can-Openers,
of which the foliowing is o specifieation.

The generai prrpose an & objeet of my in-
vention is fo provide a suitable ean opener

which i aihepied to the opening of certain . o
C ks mande o project shightly bevond the inuer

as have their covers serew \hnnlm-n theretut ! side of the cover rim, and iz minde 1o engage

self-senling fruil jars; and partienlarly snch

Specification of Letters Patent.

Ly,

i

ttentvd vov. 16, 1909,

Serial No. 498,703

formed, that the knife portion 2 is spring
held against said finger. It being now uu-
derstood that in the operation of my deviee
sald finger is made to follow -aid counter-

pavt, it 38 manifest that as said finger fol

i Imn said counterpart. its inner or fixed end.

following the lead of the thread, becomnes

“difted or is eavried away from the lower or

“onter edge of the cover rim.

and of which the familiav Mason ja» i< an |

iltustration.

"Referring fo the Jdraw mvr—‘. Figure {yep-
resents » plin view of oy deviee, together
with wsectton of a caty eover shown in phw-
i, 2 u-pnwn‘s a section of T 1 oon the
live A A the balanee of the cover, which is
remaved in g (G being shown, T
yosepils o eress sectien of G

irthe

drawing being vnlavged. Fig
acmmodifiention

Ceminge now (o a mave delatded doeserip-
tion ol oy devien, .mft

drawings  {uenished herewith: preferably

Pawd o travel

Chetween the wsnal vabber

L8 rep s
- knife portion

ieferrine to the !

miy deviee consists of u =suitable pn o of wire

2 at the gther: and which is seitally formed,

'roﬂ which is provided with a spring operat-
ing Anger 1 at one end, nnd a kuife portion

i

; bui this is from

as and for the pmyru. hereinafter ex-
plained.  In Tlig. 1 the noral position of ;
zaid  finger i hm\ noin dotfed ontlines,

£ull

ix

while in s His <hown ax embracing
a sectioned portion of 4 cin enver . 3
vod heing formed with s spring finge al

one end, as staied, qnp«mh-h. soidd rod. s

id

As shown in
the drawings, Fig. 1. the point of said knife

its Tower edge when in operative position,
Lagennder as said de
point heing inserted
ot other gasker,
aned ~aid w!::«-‘ and thus av the fixed end of

sabd finger s omnde 1o oriee by following
crid eonnte rpraarts sasd pod bl dng of suitable
minterial, o cortain amovni of friction is pro
duced, xnﬂu'ml < nml prosentive amnd uen-
ally with « fraefion m A tuen, the jav being
e ‘lu. the cover s to s,

n the aperation «n v deviee 1t is found
el practien] Lo in-ort. the point of the
kntfe at o peint nearly opposive the heein
ning of the threod < the finger will then read
ity engige said connterpart, when sprange
mln place. Tt mayv he nn!nwl in the drow-

s that saad finger 15 wmade (o embraee mope
ln.m bl of the civenmilvrenes of suid cover:
convenienes only and not
I'mm nevessityv, us will |n-~vullv appear.
Tt is now anderstood that ~aid deviee -
made to operate wncinereasing aesst of
friction is prodused tpon siaid eover, zud in

T i‘}“

view iy operate:d.

is raned

eonsegnense there s a0 strong tender e
S the et of said finger {o ~l|p sl threnad,

suitably bent oozl tuund for lhv qlnul;lvf

singr a handls 4, and to
tion 2 into ulwl‘lflh‘ jro-

i the koite

Ao 1o well knewn, i is ustinl foir enn enve
ei5 of the sort deseribed (o be made of lieht
.ndh';l«\l, and iy consequence the exterior of
the cover is forwed wiib a serew theead 3
counter-pari of ilie cerew ihread 6 withio;
amd it s intended Ut vhen snd finger is i
operative pmm«m it sl be e (o follow
aild ¢ ~';w( fn the construction
ey a((" fee 1 Lidn b«' aistecstocd that the o aul

;o= oat
of

Cas belter

ot waidd roed having the Latfe ;wnmn shall be

socreturned dn foveng sod haodie that it
neede 1o v
e endder the finger
wf waid g s osuchy and that

i }’ZL’-‘\. 5]

ard end is s0

o the Landle portion, !
H ' ; H i
yand that e piaterial !

eansing the knife to be foreed from umler
said edee, thus preventing the opersition of
satid deviee s and ordinareily this vesid would
be o produced. without the wee of tovery
strong and punecessavily hemvy  gripping
!'um-r made o enthenee wore than balf of
the, ciremnference of said cover.  To avoid
the use of suel o finger, so far as its exeess-
ive weighl and strength are. concerned, 1
take the end of watd knife saitably curved
7. D ois conmonly knovn that said
covers are uevde with g fhvine edee S0 so
to perinil of Huu Iwum serewed
ot and caid eirvture s naade te sobsian
tiatly conform thereto, The Prps ot siid
curvatuare it ey now be said s privacdy
twe fold, viz: first, it prevent: the Fateral
withdrasal of (he knite, or i alher words,
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its being forced out from under the edge of

the ¢over rim, by ithe tendency of said finger
to slip said thread; and second, it prevenis
culting of the gasket when removing the
cover. Incidentally said curvature serves
to restore the rim to its eriginal form, where
by accident ov otherwise it may have been
bent out of shape; snd this is accomplished
in a measure, coincidently with the removal
of said cover; but more fully and completely
by a suitable holding of saia cover, while my
device is applied in the usual manner re-
quired for-t*m removal of said cover and
made to rotate about said rim. It has been
stated that as the fixed end of said finger is

- made to rise, a certain amount of friction is

" produced, sufficient so that usually with a
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fraction of a turn, the cover is made o start;

but notwithstanding this, in practice it is,
found that the admission of air to the sealed

jar renders the opening thereof, or the re-
moval of its cover, less difficult; and the in-
sertion and refation of the knife separating
the gasket from the ecover, work to that end.
While other material may ultimately be
found equally desirable, at present I pefer,

-and ‘recommend, the use of a suitably tem-

pered wire ‘of spring steel, from which to

“eoustruel my device.

While I have shown and described my dz-
viee in its preferred form as constructed of

"a single piece of wire, the knife and finger';

portion  both integral  therewith,

being
nevertheless, it mey %e uncerstood that said
knife may be made separstely and secaved | {he
" der said edge while said device is being’op-

to- the end of said rod by suitable means 9,

as shown in Fig. 4, without departing from |

the spirit of my inventicn; but manifesily
witlt more labor and less convenience, hence
I broadly claim mieans.

Alaving now fully described my invention
what I claim as new is: '

1. A device of the charscter described
wade with all its several parts integral, and
comprising; a spring - influenced finger,
adapted to embrace a cylindrical cap or
cover, and made to follow the lead of a

i

940,358

screw thread thereon; a knife portion, nor-
mally spring held against said finger, but
when said device is operated, made to travel
under the edge of suid cover while the plane
of travel of said finger increases in distance
therefrom; and a handie portion far the op-
ration of suid device; substantially as de-
scribed. '

2, A device of the character described,
comprising: # spring intluenced finger;
adapted tc embrace a cylindrical cap or
cover. and to follow the lead of a serew
thread thereor; a knife portion, normalily
spring held against said finger, meeans
for causing the same to travel under the
edge of said cover while the plane of travel
of said fiuger increases in distance there-
from ; together with spring operating mesans

and
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for holding said knife against said finger, .

and a haudle portion for the operation of
said device: all in combination end substan-
tially as described. - '

5. A can opening device of the claracter
deseribed which is provided with a spring
inflrenced mipning finger, adapted to em-
brace a eylindrical cap or cover, aad to fol-
low the lead of & screw thread thereon; a
hundle portion for the operation of said de-

! vice and a knife carried thereby, for inser-
“iion. between the Jower edge of said cover

} tha wsuad gasket; said knife heing nor-

wlly sneing held agzainst said finger, but
‘sdanted {o travel under said edge with the
tion of vaid device; and means integral
Jwith for causing the same to travel un-

{hey

eraved and the plane of travel of said finger
inereases in distance theretrom; all in com-
bination together with spring. operatin
rmeuns for helding said kaife against ‘sai
finger, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses,
. ADOLPH C. LEMM.
Wiinesses:
Fraxx J. Turree,
Wi A. Kowarg.
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