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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JACOB W. REGER, 

CHARLES. W. DENISON, and GEORGED. DEN 
ISON, citizens of the United States, and resi 
dents of Judson, Sullivan county, Missouri, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Mole-Traps, of which the fol 
lowing specification contains a full, clear, and 
exact description, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, forming part there 
of, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective of our trap as it 
appears when set; and Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view, but with the trap sprung. 
The invention relates to that class of mole 

traps which have a spring-pressed follower 
provided with sharp prongs, which are driven 
through the animal. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

trap of this class which will be cheap and du 
rable in its construction and in which the 
trigger may be set so as to be released by the 
slightest pressure. 
The invention consists in the construction 

hereinafter described and claimed. 
A is the frame, formed of a strip of bar-iron 

bent into an inverted-U shape, with its ver 
tical sides twisted so as to lie flatwise in the 
same plane. The lower ends of these verti 
cal sides are connected above their pointed 
extremities a by a cross-piece A", provided 
with an aperture a' in its middle, and having . 
its ends twisted, so as to lie flat against the 
frame to which they are riveted. 
The top cross-bar A* of the frame is pro 

vided at opposite sides of its middle with two 
apertures aa, through which slide freely the 
vertical rods B B, to the lower ends of which 
is secured the follower C, having the long 
prongs or teeth Cat both ends, and provided 
on its lower side with a cross-piece C°, having 
slotted or forked ends c, which receive the 
edges of the vertical members of the frame, 
so as to guide the followerin its up-and-down 
travel. SpiralspringsB'B' encircle the guide 
rods BB, bear at their upper ends against 
cross-bar A, and at their lower ends engage 
the upper side of the follower C. 
The trigger mechanism consists in the trig 

ger proper, D, formed of an angular or L 
shaped piece of wire, having a coil d at its 

angle, through which passes the cross-bare 
at the lower end of the U-shaped hanger E, 
depending from the top cross-bar A* of the 
frame. This hanger E is formed of a piece 
of wire having its upper ends passed through 
two apertures in cross-bar A* and bent to form 
securing-eyes e', said hanger being also bent 
upon itself, as shown ate, to hold the hanger 
rigidly in position beneath the cross-bar. 
D' is the trigger-rod, having an eyed at its 

lower end pivoting on the upper end of the 
vertically-adjustable bolt D, the threaded 
ends of which pass through the follower and 
are provided with adjusting-nuts. The trig 
ger-rod D' has an eye d on its upper end, 
which is passed over the short horizontal 
arm d of the trigger after the follower has 
been raised against the action of the springs 
B' B'. The upper extremity of the long arm 
d of the trigger has a flattened or broad 
point, which engages a notch fin the lower 
side of a lateral arm F", projecting through 
the hanger E from the upper portion of the 
vertically - sliding trip-rod F, which slides 
freely through the apertures in the top and 
bottom cross-bars of the frame and an ap 
erture in the center of the follower. The 
lower end of the trip-rod F is provided with 
an operating head or button F. The lateral 
arm Fisformed by bending the trip-rod upon 
itself, as clearly shown in the drawings. 
When the springs B'B' are new and pos 

sess their full power, they do not require to 
be fully compressed in order to drive the 
prongs Ortines into the earth and through the 
animal, but as their force decreases they 
must be fully compressed, and this adjust 
ment or action is effected by adjusting the 
trigger-rod D' through the medium of then 
shaped bolt or staple D (or an eyebolt) by 
means of its nuts or by simply bending its 
ends under the follower to a greater or less 
extent. 
By adjusting the eye d of the trigger-rod 

nearer to or farther from the axis of the trig 
ger, the latter will be released more or less readily. 
When set, the trap is placed with its lower 

pointed ends at opposite sides of the run 
way and the trip-head will rest on the earth 
directly over the runway, which has been 
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pressed upon so that the mole in raising the 
pressed earth will press upwardly on the said 
head and cause its arm F to release the trig 
ger, whereupon the springs will throw the 
follower down and cause its prongs or tines 
to pass into the runway and through the 
mole or other animal. 
Having thus described our invention, what 

we claim, and desire to secure by TLetters Pat 
ent, is 

1. A mole-trap comprising the frame having 
vertical sides connected at their upper and 
near their lower ends by apertured cross 
pieces, the follower guided between said 
sides and having vertical rods extending up 
through the top cross-piece, spiral springs 
encircling said rods, a trigger at the upper 
end of the frame between the rods, a trigger 
rod connected at its lower end with the foll 
lower and having an eye at its upper end to 
receive the lower horizontal arm of the trig 
ger, a vertically-sliding trip-rod extending 
through apertures in the cross-bars and foll 
lowers having a lateral arm to engage the 
upper end of the trigger and hold it set and 
at its lower end extending between the lower 
ends of the frame for operation by the ani 
mal in passing thereunder, substantially as 
described. 

2. The combination with the frame and the 
follower guided therein and provided with 
prongs or tines, of an angular trigger pivoted 
in the upper end of frame, a trigger-rod piv 
otally connected at its lower end with the fol 
lower and having an eye at its upper end to 
engage the horizontal arm of the trigger, and 
a vertically-sliding trip-rod having a lateral 
arm near its upper end provided with a notch 
on its lower side to engage the upper extrem 
ity of the trigger, the lower end of the trip 
rod extending down between the lower ends 
of the frame for operation by the animal in 
passing under it, Substantially as shown and 
described. 

3. The combination with the frame and the 
follower guided therein and provided with 
prongs or tines, of an angular triggel' pivoted 
within upper end of frame, a trigger-rod piv 

oted adjustably at itslower end to the follower 
to be lengthened or shortened and having an 
eye at its upper end to receive the lowerhori 
Zontal arm of the trigger and a trip-rod slid 
ing vertically in the frame and having a 
notched arm at its upper end to engage the 
upper end of the trigger and hold it set, the 
lower end of the trip-rod extending down be 
tween the lower ends of the frame for opera 
tion by the animal, substantially as described. 

4. The combination with the frame and the 
pronged or tined follower guided therein, of 
the trigger pivoted in the upper end of the 
frame, a vertically-adjustable staple or bolt 
on the follower, a trigger-rod pivoted thereto 
and having an eye at its upper end to pass 
over the lower horizontal arm of the trigger, 
and a vertically-sliding trip-rod having a 
notched arm at its upper end to engage the 
upper end of the trigger and hold it set, the 
lower end of the trigger-rod extending down 
between the lower ends of the frame for op 
eration by the animal, substantially as de 
scribed. 

5. A mole-trap consisting of the ?-shaped 
frame, the pronged or tined follower guided 
therein and having vertical guide-rods ex 
tending up through the top of the frame and 
encircled by spiral Springs, the U-shaped 
hanger depending from the top of frame be 
tween the guide-rods, the angular trigger piv 
oting on the lower end of trigger, the trigger 
bar pivoted to the follower and having an 
eye at its upper end to receive the lowerhori 
Zontal arm of the trigger, and the vertically 
sliding trip-rod having a notched lateral arm 
at its upper end projecting through the hanger 
to engage the upper end of the trigger and 
hold it set, the lower end of the trigger-arm 
extending down between the lower ends of its 
frame for operation by the animal, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

ACOB W. REGER. 
CHARLES W. DENISON. 
GEORGE D. DENISON. 

Witnesses: 
FREDRIC CALL, 
JOHN W. CLAPP. 
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