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1 Claim. (C. 311-40) 

The present invention relates a single pedestal invalid 
table, and particularly relates to a table of the type which 
may be readily employed either in connection with invalid 
beds or invalid chairs. 

In many types of invalid tables which are positioned 
alongside or above an invalid's bed or an invalid's chair, 
considerable difficulty is encountered in placing the struc 
ture so that it will be most convenient to the invalid, 
whether in prone, reclining or sitting positions, without 
requiring such invalid to necessarily stretch or move his 
or her arms in order to reach or handle objects or food 
stuffs which are placed upon the table. 

It is among the objects of the present invention to pro 
vide a novel invalid table which may be utilized either 
over the bed or over the chair, and which may most read 
ily be moved into position with maximum convenience to 
the user, either for writing, eating or ablutions. 
Another object is to provide a novel invalid table of 

the character described which may be conveniently uti 
lized in connection with wheelchairs, beds, cribs, chairs 
and the like, and which may readily be moved into posi 
tion without conflict, without the supporting structure of 
the invalid table and the chair, bed or crib under-structure, 
and with the further assurance that the table will always 
be in the most convenient position for use by the invalid 
in reading, writing or cosmetic operations. 

Still further objects and advantages will appear in the 
more detailed description set forth below, it being under 
stood, however, that this more detailed description is 
given by way of illustration and explanation only, and not 
by way of limitation, since various changes therein may 
be made by those skilled in the art without departing from 
the scope and spirit of the present invention. 

In accomplishing the above objects, it has been found 
most satisfactory, according to one embodiment of the 
present invention, to provide a new base frame for the 
invalid or beside table structure, the legs of which will 
be sufficiently spaced apart to permit ready placement 
around the wheels of a wheelchair or other invalid Sup 
port structure and which at the same time will also permit 
close movement of the table up to and under the arms and 
head of the invalid so that it may be readily used. 

In the preferred form it has been found that these ob 
jects may be accomplished by providing a new frame which 
will act as the base structure and which will embrace 
and extend around the outside of the wheels or other 
supports of an invalid chair and which will at the same 
time support the table off-center and, desirably, on one 
of the side legs of the base U-frame. 

Normally, the preferred construction contemplates plac 
ing the support midway of one of the legs and having the 
far edge of the table substantially above and parallel to 
the base of the U-structure, although the vertical Support 
for the Superimposed table is preferably on one of the 
legs of the U, it may also be set outside of one of the 
legs of the U by an extension structure. 

0 

5 

20 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

70 

The base U-frame may be made of a single channel 

2 
member with the U opening downwardly, or it may be 
made of a tubular member or it may be made of a double 
channel. 
The U-frame may vary in depth from 14 to 24 inches 

and the vertical pedestal may be placed on either the 
rght or left side of the U-frame to accommodate right 
handed or lefthanded patients. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists of the novel construction, combination 
and arrangement of parts as hereinafter more specifically 
described, and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein is shown an embodiment of the invention, but it 
is to be understood that changes, variations and modifica 
tions can be resorted to which fall within the scope of 
the claim hereunto appended. 

In the drawings, wherein like reference characters de 
note corresponding parts throughout the several views: 

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view showing the U-frame 
table of the present invention used in conjunction with a 
wheelchair and with the table positioned directly under 
the arms and chin of the invalid. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the superimposed table 
partly broken away to show part of the U-frame base 
Structure. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view upon the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2 and upon an enlarged scale as com 
pared to Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a side perspective view upon a reduced scale as 
compared to Figs. 2 and 3 and upon a somewhat increased 
scale as compared to Fig. 1 of an alternative form. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary transverse sectional view upon 
the line 5-5 of Fig. 4, on a reduced scale as compared 
to Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary transverse sectional view simi 
lar to Fig. 5, upon a smaller scale than Figs. 4 and 5 
and showing the pedestal positioned on the opposite side 
so that a righthand table is provided as contrasted to the 
lefthand type of Figs. 1 to 5. 

Fig. 7 is a detail side perspective view showing the man 
ner in which the base frame structure may be assembled 
to the pedestal. 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary transverse sectional view show 
ing an alternative mounting of a pedestal upon a table 
channel construction base frame, being upon an enlarged 
scale compared to Figs. 1 to 7. 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 5, the invalid table of the pres 
ent invention has the base U-frame A, the single pedestal 
B, and the table structure C. In Fig. 1, the base A is 
shown in position embracing the wheels D of a wheel 
chair E. 

It will be noted that the tray of food, as indicated at 
F, is directly below and in convenient position in respect 
to the fore-arms G of the invalid or patient H. 
The pedestal B may be adjusted so as to move the 

table upwardly and downwardly by the adjusting mech 
anism J in Fig. 3. A different form of this adjusting 
mechanism is shown at K in Figs. 4 and 5. 

Referring specifically to the embodiment of Figs. 1 to 
3, the U-frame A has a base portion 10 with the side 
legs 11 and 2. This base structure A is, desirably, 
covered by the castors 13, 14, 15 and 16, which enable 
the frame. A to be rolled over the floor. As shown in 
Fig. 3, each castor has a wheel 17 pivotally mounted at 
18 upon the U-frame structure 19. - 
This structure has an upwardly extending stud pivot: 

mount 20 which is mounted on the plate 21. The stud 
20 extends into and turns within the cup 22 on the 
interior of the frame structure A. 
The frame structure A is, desirably, of U-shaped cross 

section or channel cross-section opening downwardly. 
The important feature of the present invention is the 
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spacing of the legs 11 and 12 so that they will embrace 
the widest spacing of the wheels or legs of an invalid 
chair in conjunction with the positioning of the pedestal 
on; one of the legs. 11, as shown in Figs. 1... to 5... . . . 
Whereas the maximum spacing between the wheels or 

legs laterally of a chair will not exceed 26 to 27 inches, 
the interior spacing indicated by the dimension line 30 
will be at least 28 inches or 30 inches. At the same 
time, the depth of the U-structure, as indicated by the 
dimension line 31, will be sufficient so that the table may 
be moved directly under the arms. G of the user without 
the base bar 10 striking the feet or legs of the user. 
The dimension for line 31, for example, may vary from 
14 to 24, inches. - 

In the structure shown in Figs. 1 to 3, the pedestal B 
extends beyond the outer face 32 of the leg 11. The 
inside face 33 of the pedestal B is flush, as indicated at 
34, with the inside face of the leg 11. 

Desirably, the lower edges 35 of the pedestal B are 
welded, as indicated at 36 in Fig. 3, to the top and outside 
face of the channel leg. 11. 

It will be noted in Fig. 3 that the lower end 37 of the 
pedestal B has quite a long overhang outside of the 
channel 22 and, if desired, a side structure may be pro 
vided to carry the base of the pedestal even beyond the 
leg structure 1. 

However, in the structure shown best in Fig. 3 the 
pedestal B consists of an inside sleeve 45 which is welded 
at its lower end to the channel 11 and in which it tele 
scopes upwardly within the outer rectangular sleeve 46. 
These sleeves 45 and 46 slide in respect to one another 
to adjust the vertical position of the table C. The in 
terior sleeve 45 has a cross-bar 47 with a capped or 
threaded central bore 48 through which extends the 
threaded adjustment element 49. 
The element 49 extends upwardly through the collar 

56 and the bail bearing 51 and through the bearing struc 
ture 52 in the bar or U-member 53. 
The bar or U-member 53 has the upturned ends 54 

which are suspended by means of the bolts or studs 55 
from the bearing collars 57 and 58. 

These bearing collars are mounted on the sides 59 and 
60 of the upper portion of the outer sleeve 46. The 
adjusting handle 59a is mounted on the lower end of the 
arm 60 and it is connected to the rod 6. The rod. 61 
extends through the opening 62 in the wall 59 of the 
sleeve 46, and it also has bearings in the bearing collars 
57 and 58. Mounted upon the shaft 6 is the bevel 
gear 63 held in position thereon by the pin 64. 
The upper end of the threaded rod 49 above the 

member 53 also receives the bevel gear 65, which is held 
in position by the pin. 66. By turning the handle 59 
it is possible to elevate or lower the rod 49 and thus 
elevate or lower the table C. 

Table C may be a dressing table and have suitable 
compartments for holding cosmetic articles or writing 
materials, or it may merely be an elevated board or plastic 
plaque to support a dining tray F, as shown in Fig. 1. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the table top C is supported by the 

angle brackets 67 which are mounted in position by the 
element 68. If desired, there may be a lower supporting 
structure, as indicated at 69 and 70, for the table top C 
adjacent the pedestal B. 
By placing the pedestal B to one side and beyond the 

leg 11, then by spacing the legs 11 and 12 so as to em 
brace the wheels D of the chair E, assurance is had that 
the table top may be moved into position directly under 
the arms of the patient H without the need of the patient 
to stretch or extend her arms. 
The invalid table of Figs. to 3, although particularly 

designed for chairs, may also be used for tables, beds and 
cribs without interference with the supporting or base 
structure. With chairs particularly the cross-bar 10 and 
the side legs 11 and 12 will not strike or be stopped 

5 

4. 
against the wheels or other supporting structure of the 
chair. 

In the alternate embodiment of Figs. 4 and 5 the U-base 
structure M has the base leg 80 and the side legs 81 and 
82. In this case, the pedestal N extends longitudinally 
on the leg 81 and is welded at 84 to the top face 83 
of the channel leg 81. 
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The table top P is slotted, as indicated at 85, so that 
the extension 86 of the handle 87 may be swung in either 
direction, as indicated by the double arrow 88. The 
shank 89 of the handle 86 has a pivot connection at 90 
to the upstanding portion 91. 
The pedestal N has the outer sleeve 92 and the inside 

sleeve 93. The bar 94, extending across the sides of the 
inside sleeve 93, has a threaded passage 95 for the thread 
ed elevating rod 96. This rod 96 has an unthreaded 
portion 97 which is held in position by the collars 98 and 
99 on opposite sides of the block 100. This block 100 is 
held in position by the set screws 101. 

In this arrangement, to elevate or lower the table P, 
the handle is swung upwardly in the direction 88 into 
the position of Fig. 5, and then by turning the handle 
87 the table top P may be readily elevated and lowered. 

In Fig. 6 the pedestal is shown mounted upon the right 
hand leg 82 instead of the lefthand leg 83, as indicated in 
Fig. 4. 
Those parts in Fig. 6 which correspond to parts in Figs. 

4 and 5 are designated by the same numerals but which 
are primed. 

It will be noted that the pedestal N' is positioned on 
the righthand side of the U-frame M and this is partic 
ularly suitable where a patient is righthanded and would 
use a lever or handle 87 on the righthand side to adjust 
the height of the pedestal N' instead of a lefthand pedestal 
N to adjust the height on the left side. 

In Figs. 1 to 3 the U-frame A is formed of channel 
members opening downwardly whereas in Figs. 4 to 6 
the base frame M or M' is formed of a tubular ele 
Inent. 

It will be noted by reference to Fig. 5 that the inside 
telescoping element 93 extends directly through the tu 
bular leg. 81 and is welded in position to the top and 
bottom of the leg 81 at 84. 
On the other hand, with the structure of Fig. 7 the 

U-element 11 extends through a recess in the corner of 
the lower end 37 of the pedestal B and it is welded in 
position as indicated at 36 with the leg 11 extending 
through both side walls of the inside sleeve 45. 

In the alternative embodiment of Fig. 8, the base U 
frame is formed of two channel members 151 and 152 
positioned inside of each other and welded together as 
indicated at 155. 
The vertical inside telescoping pedestal member 150 is 

Welded in position at 153 to the top 156 of the channel 
i51. It is also welded at 154 to the top 157 of the 
channel 152. This will also give a strong, rigid con 
struction which will give adequate support to a telescop 
ing vertical pedestal such as shown at B in Fig. 1 or N in 
Figs. 4 and 5. 
Although the length of the legs of the U as indicated 

by the designation 31 in Fig. 2 may widely vary, this . 
dimension may vary from 14 to 24 inches. 

In either construction of Figs. 1 to 3 or Figs. 4 and 5, 
the invalid table may be conveniently moved under the 
elbows of the user without striking the legs of the chair 
or the legs of the user. 
The U-frame shown is much superior to H-frames, and 

by its off-center location of the pedestal, it gives added 
Support and adjustment. 
As many changes could be made in the above single 

pedestal invalid table, and many widely different embodi 
ments of this invention could be made without departing 
from the Scope of the claim, it is intended that all matter 
contained in the above, description shall be interpreted 
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
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Having now particularly described and ascertained 
the nature of the invention, and in what manner the same 
is to be performed, what is claimed is: 
A single pedestal invalid table at which the invalid 

is to sit at one side thereof having a low base formed 
of a U-shaped tubular frame having two short legs and 
a long cross base connection between the ends of the 
legs and positioned in a horizontal plane, a high hori 
zontal elongated rectangular table having short edges 
and long edges adjustable in height in respect to the low 
base, the legs of the U-shape being directly under and 
extending parallel to the short edges of the table and be 
ing longer than the short edge of the table and extend 
ing beyond the table toward the position of the invalid, 
said U-frame having floor contacting rollers under the 
ends of the legs both remote from the cross connection 
and at the junction of the legs and the cross connection, 
and a vertical post with telescoping tubular shells to 
Support the table from the base, said post being connected 
at its lower end to the top of one of the legs midway 
of its ends and at its upper end to the bottom of the 
table at and midway of one of its short edges, the legs 
of said U-frame being sufficiently widely spaced to per 
mit ready placement of the table around and outside of 

6 
the wheels of a wheel chair and said U-base-frame con 
sisting solely of two side legs and a base leg connecting 
the ends of said side legs and perpendicular thereto, and 
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there being no other legs associated with said U-base 
frame. 
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