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To wll whom 6 may concermn:

Beitknown that I, RANDALL T. VAN VAL-
KENBURG, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Laporte, in the county of Laporte
and State of Indiana, have invented a new
anduseful Improvement in Fence-Posts; and
I do hiereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof.

My invention relates to new and usefulim-
provements in corner or anchor posts for
wire fences, and is an improvement on my
application bearing Serial No. 75,829; and its
objects are to dispense with the wire-winding
reels in the diagonal braces and clamp the
fence-wires between the diagonal brace-bars,
which constraction is more applicable to
woven-wire fences having a number of hori-
zontal stringers; also, to provide an addi-
tional base portion with its inclined clamp-
ing-bars at right angles to the post, to enable
the two ends of a wire fence to be supported
at a corner by the same post.

The invention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, wherein— '

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a fence and
applied to my improved corner-post. Fig. 2
is an end elevation of Fig. 1 looking in the
direction of the arrow. Fig. 3is a perspec-
tive view of the-post and its base portions.
Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the inclined brace-
clamps. Fig.5isa perspective view of a modi-
fied form of the post and its base portion.

Referring tothe drawings, A designates the
fence-post, formed of an L.-shaped rod Dro-
vided with a horizontal base portion B, also
L-shaped in cross-section, the said base por-

tion being adapted to rest upon the surface

ol the ground or to be secured to any suit-
able foundation.

Cdesignatesinclined braces which are bolt-
ed at one end to the top of the post A and at
the other end to the horizontal base portion
B, and these bracing portions also serve as
clamps for the wire fence, being more éspe-
cially adapted for clamping woven - wire
fences in which there are a great number of
horizontalstringers. Toinsurea firm clamp-

ingaction, one of theinclined brace-timbers is
provided with a longitudinal 1ib ¢, and the

other brace-timber is provided on its contigu-
ousface withalongitudinal groove ¢’. Therib
and groove are in alinement and serve to
clamp the wires of the fence when the two
brace-beams are screwed together, and thus
the wire-winding reels usually employed are
dispensed with. - )
Near the center of theinclined brace-beams
is secured a horizontal brace-rod D, whichen-
gages at its other end with the upright post
A and serves to relieve the upright post of
the strain caused by the pulling of the wires
upon the diagonal brace-beams C, but dis-

Its end is secured to the diagonal brace-beam
by means of a bolt B, which also serves as a
means for clamping the-two braces C ¢ upon
the wire fence.

In the angle formed by the intersection of
the horizontal brace-rod and the upright post
is fitted a block d, which serves as a bearing
for the nut or head d’ of an anchoring-rod F,
the said anchoring-rod extending downwardly
and having an anchor-plate 7 embedded in
the earth. The ends of the inclined brace-
rods and the horizontal portion ave anchored
to the earth by means of the anchor-rods G,
also having an anchor-plate ¢ embedded in
the earth, having nuts ¢’ at the top. The
nuts d' for the anchoring-rod F and thenuts
g' for the anchoring-rod g provide means for
adjusting the tension on the said rods.

The corner-post may be provided with an
additional horizontal base portion B’, extend-
ed at right angles to the upright and at right
angles to the other base portion, the whole
being made of one piece, as shown in Fig. 3,
which illustrates a perspective view of the
post and its base portions. When so em-
ployed, the end of the next section of wire
fencing will be engaged by similar inelined
brace-beams connecting the top of the post
and the end of the horizontal base portion,
and it is desirable in this construction to
have the anchoring-rod F more perpendicu-
lar, so as to receive the strain from both por-
tions of the fence. It will also be obvious
that my device may be employed for joining
two intersecting wires, in which case the post
will not be a corner-post, but the horizontal
base portions will extend on each side of the

tributes the strain upon the entire structure. 6
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upright post in longitudinal alinement with
the wire fence.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure hy Letters Pat-
ent, is— :

1. In an anchoring device for wire fences,
comprising an upright post, the horizontal
base portions at right angles to the upright
portion, inclined brace-beams connecting the
corner-post and the base portions, said in-
clined beams having contiguous clamping-
faces for the wire fence, and anchoring de-
vices, substantially as described.

2. In an anchoring device for wire fences
the combination with an upright post and the
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horizontal base portions formed of a single
piece of metal, inelined brace-beams connect-
ing the. post and the base portion, a longi-
tudinal rib formed on the face of one of said
inclined braeces, and an alining longitudinal
groove formed on the contiguous face of the
other to clamp the wire fence between the
two inclined braces, and anchoring devices,
substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
' RANDALL T. VAN VALKENBURG.
Witnesses:
GEORGE OLTSCH,
MAGGIE OLTSCH.
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