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OWERSHOE HAVING, HEEL-ABUTTING 
ELEMENT 

Chester A. Riley, Melrose, Mass, assignor to The 
B. F. Goodrich Company, New York, N. Y., a 
corporation of New York 

Application October 11, 1947, Serial No. 79,230 
(CI 36-7.3) 8 Claims. 

This invention is concerned with an article of 
footwear adapted to be worn over open-heeled 
Shoes and a method of maintaining Such an ar 
ticle in position and is particularly concerned with 
an article of footwear having means for main 
taining said article in position when worn over 
Open-heeled ShoeS. 
Rubber overshoes, galoshes and similar articles 

of footwear normally worn over shoes are usually 
maintained in position during use by means of 
a heel bulge which fits closely about the stiffened 
counter portion of a shoe worn therein. In the 
case of an open-heeled shoe, however, the counter 
portion of the shoe is omitted and the shoe is 
maintained on the wearer's foot by a strap en 
circling the wearer's foot or heel above the heel 
bulge. It is, therefore, necessary to provide aux 
iliary anchoring means to maintain an overshoe 
type article in position without interfering with 
the comfort of the wearer. This is especially true 
in the case of the So-called toe rubbers worn 
Over high-heeled Shoes in which only the forward 
portion of the shoe is encased and the rear portion 
of the rubber consists only of a heel-encircling 
Strap. In the case of conventional shoes having 
a stiffened counter, the heel-encircling strap is 
normally positioned around the counter on the 
upper side of the heel bulge under Substantial 
tension. In the case of open-heeled shoes, tension 
of the heel-encircling strap of the rubber causes 
discomfort if the strap is worn around the un 
protected heel of the wearer. If worn down 
around the heel proper of the shoe, the strap is 
not readily maintained in position but tends to 
Work its way down the heel. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an 
article of footwear which is adapted to be worn 
Over an open-heeled shoe and which is readily 
maintained in position over the shoe without ex 
erting undue pressure on the unshod heel of the 
wearer or chafing the heel in use. Further objects 
Of the invention are to provide an article of foot 
Wear having means for insuring concurrent move 
ment of the heel of the article and the heel of 
the open-heeled shoe positioned therein, and gen 
erally to provide an article fulfilling these objec 
tives without sacrificing appearance and sim 
plicity of design. Other objects will be apparent 
from the description which follows. 
The foregoing objects are attained by an article 

of footwear with a heel-encircling portion having 
a shelf-like member projecting inwardly there 
from adapted to overlie a zone of the upper heel 
face of an open-heeled shoe positioned in the 
article. In the preferred embodiment of the in 
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2 
vention the shelf-like member is supplemented 
by a reinforcing member which is secured to a 
local arcuate rear zone of the inner face of the 
heel-encircling portion so that the two members 
form a cupping means for the heel of the shoe. 
Further, a Supporting member may be used ex 
tending upwardly from the shelf-like member 
adapted to cup the unshod heel of the wearer. 
The invention may be embodied in any article 

of footwear which may be worn over open-heeled 
Shoes but is best understood by reference to a 
preferred embodiment as shown in the accom 
panying drawings. 
Of the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a pian view of the top of a toe rubber 

including a shelf-like member in accordance with 
the invention; 

Fig.2 is a view in elevation partly broken away 
and in section of the toe rubber shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a detailed section on line 3-3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the heel-cupping 

means including the shelf-like member and the 
reinforcing member; 

Fig. 5 is a view in elevation of a toe rubber 
embodying the invention in place over an open 
heeled shoe; 

Fig. 6 is a view in elevation partially broken 
a Way and in Section of an overshoe embodying 
a modification of the invention in position over 
an open-heeled Shoe; 

Fig. 7 is a perSpective view of the cupping means 
preferably used in combination with an overshoe 
in accordance with the invention; and 

Fig. 8 is a section on line 8-8 of Fig. 7. 
The toe rubber which constitutes a preferred 

embodiment of the invention, as shown in Figs. 1. 
and 2, consists of a toe-encasing portion to com 
prising joined vamp and sole portions, a raised 
Shank if and strap-like quarters which form a 
heel-encircling portion 2 adapted to encircle the 
upper marginal Zone of the heel of an open-heeled 
Shoe. 
A heel-cupping means as shown in Fig. 4 is 

joined to the inner face of the arcuate rear zone 
of portion 2 and consists of a shelf-like member 
4 projecting forwardly from upper margin 3 
of portion 2 toward shank in a plane generally 
parallel to the plana of the sole but traversing 
only a part of the distance to the shank, and a 
reinforcing member 5 overlying a local Zone of 
the heel-encircling portion 2 downWardly from 
the rear edge of member 4. The shelf-like mem 
ber preferably is a relatively thin sheet of ma 
terial extending forwardly 'A'-1A' from the 
rear edge of the article at substantially the height 
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of the uppermost portion of the raised Shank. 
Both the Shelf-like member and the reinforcing 
member preferably comprise rubber with a fabric 
insert, the fabric being used to impart stiffneSS 
to the members. 
When worn over an open-heeled shoe (Fig. 5), 

the heel-encircling portion 2 extends around the 
shoe heel proper at the upper margin thereof 
with the shelf-like member 4 overlying a rear 
Zone of the upper heel face of the shoe between 
the heel of the wearer and the top heel face of 
the shoe. The heel-encircling portion 2 is of 
elastic material So that the portion may be 
Stretched and pulled up around the shoe heel in 
donning. The portion 2 is preferably of Such 
size that it is maintained under slight tension 
even with the shelf-like member 4 in position 
over the heel face. Reinforcing member 5 pref 
erably Slants downwardly and forwardly to con 
form to the slope of the heel on a high-heeled 
Shoe So that Strap portion 2 tends to creep only 
downwardly along the heel, the downward creep 
being prevented by Shelf-like member 4. 
In the preferred embodiment, the shelf-like 

member 4 is beveled slightly so as to form a 
feather edge along the forward edge thereof, 
thus preventing chafing of the wearer's heel. 
The reinforcing membel f S serves to maintain 
the assembly in cupping relation around the 
heel. 
The invention may be embodied in any article 

of footwear which may be worn over open-heeled 
shoes. Thus, the heel-cupping means may be 
used in combination with a full rubber or a galosh 
or any similar article, provided the shelf-like 
member is positioned so that it contiguously 
Overlies the upper heel face of an open-heeled 
shoe positioned therein. The heel-cupping 
means serve to maintain the correct relative posi 
tioning of the article and shoe therein without 
detracting from wearing comfort or appearance. 
In the case of an overshoe, full rubber, galosh 

or similar article adapted to encase the entire 
shoe, the cupping means for the heel of the shoe 
is preferably employed in combination with a 
cupping means for the unshod heel of the wearer 
to prevent chafing of the unshod heel by the rear 
face of the heel-encircling portion. 
An OverShoe embodying this modification of 

the invention (Fig. 6) comprises a sole 20, vamp 
2 and quarters 22, 22 joined in a shoe-encasing 
aSSembly extending up around the ankle of the 
Wearer and defining a heel pocket 24 of Sufficient 
depth to accommodate the heel of a shoe worn 
therein and a heel bulge 23 above pocket 24. 
A cupping member 26 (Fig. 7) adapted to cup 

both the unshod heel of the wearer and the heel 
of the Shoe is disposed inside heel bulge 23 and 
Secured thereto. Member 26 preferably com 
prises a relatively stiff but flexible generally con 
cavo-convex element of rubbery material or the 
like having the convex rear face 27 adapted to 
conform to the contour of heel bulges 23 and hav 
ing the upper portion of the forward face 28 
thereof dished so as to cup the unshod heel of the 
Weael. 
Member 26 is of greater cross-sectional thick 

neSS at the lower edge of the generally concave 
forward face 28 and preferably has a feather edge 
forming the upper margin 30 of the member with 
the member gradually increasing in thickness 
downwardly and inwardly from margin 30. The 
forward face is sharply undercut in the lower 
marginal region of the member across the lateral 
extent thereof forming a rabbeted marginal 
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4. 
region with a lower portion 3 of reduced thick 
ness extending downwardly from the Overhanging 
member proper. The overhang of the rabbeted 
edge acts as the shelf-like member of the toe 
rubber to overlie a reaf zone of the upper heel 
face of an open-heeled shoe and thus hold the 
heel between the overhang and the bottom of 
the heel pocket, effectively preventing vertical 
movement of the heel relative to the heel pocket. 
The lower portion 3 serves to reinforce and stiff 
en a local rear Zone of the heel bulge and to 
gether with the Overhang forms a cupping means 
for the shoe heel. 
The member 26 is positioned so that the over 

hang is slightly above the height of the shank of 
the article with the lower portion 31 extending 
into the heel pocket 24. In this way the dished 
face cups the wearer's heel and prevents vertical 
movement of the unshod heel relative to the over 
shoe thus eliminating chafing of the heel. With 
the wearer's heel thus cupped and the shoe heel 
firmly anchored beneath the undercut face, the 
shoe, Overshoe and foot of the Wearer all move 
together in walking and correct positioning is 
maintained at all times. 
The overshoe is made of such size that the rear 

edge of the shoe heel can be slipped under the 
Overhang of the counter when the overshoe is 
opened down the front for donning. When the 
Overshoe is closed by means of a slide fastener 
c the like the overshoe fits closely enough about 
the shoe to prevent the shoe heel from slipping 
out from under the overhang. The heel pocket 
of the overshoe is preferably made of elastic ma 
terial such as rubber or the like. This allows the 
pocket to be stretched vertically to fit over the 
shoe heel under slight vertical tension. So that the 
shoe heel is firmly held between the overhang and 
the bottom of the heel pocket. The elastic heel 
pocket is also able to accommodate heels having 
height variations of as much as 'A', thus obviat 
ing the possibility of the heel pocket being too 
deep. for the shoe heel which would result in a 
vertical “pumping' action in use. 
The member 26 may comprise a single element 

Separate from but secured to the overshoe proper 
Substantially as described or may comprise an in 
tegral part of the overshoe as in the case of a 
molded overshoe. The overhanging portion of 
member 26 may be used alone but preferably is 
used in conjunction with a reinforcing member 
which may comprise a separate piece but desir 
ably forms the lower margin of the counter as 
in the preferred embodiment. 
The invention has been described in consid 

erable detail with reference to a toe rubber which 
constitutes a preferred embodiment and an over 
shoe Constituting a modification of the inven 
tion but it will be understood that further varia 
tions and modifications may be effected in an 
article embodying the invention within the spirit 
and scope of the invention as defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
I claim: 
1. Alrticle of footweal' adapted to be worn over 

Open-heeled shoes, said article comprising a shoe 
encasing raember including a heel-encircling por 
tion defining a heel pocket, said heel-encircling 
portion having associated therewith in a rear 
Zone thereof a relatively. Stiff generaliy concave 
cupping member of gradually increasing cross 
Sectional thickness. downwardly from the upper 
edge of said member, the lower portion of the 
forward face of said member being 1'albeted 
across substantially, the extent thereof forming a 
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lower portion of reduced thickness, the rabbeted 
lower portion being adapted to cup the upper 
rear portion of the heel of an open-heeled shoe 
positioned in said article. 

2. Article of footwear, adapted to be worn 
OVer an open-heeled shoe wherein the upper rear 
heel face of Said shoe is exposed, Said article 
comprising an upper including a rearwardly ex 
tending heel portion for embracing the heel of 
said shoe, said heel portion having a relatively 
Stiff shell-like member with a generally flat bot 
tom face extending forwardly from a rear Zone 
of Said heel portion tapering in thickness to a 
forward feather edge in a position to rest upon 
the rear marginal portion of the upper heel face 
of an open-heeled shoe positioned in said article. 

3. Article of footwear adapted to be worn 
over an open-heeled shoe, said article comprising 
a heel-encircling portion having associated with 
a rear ZOne thereof a relatively Stiff generally 
concave cupping member which increases grad 
ually in thickness downwardly from the upper 
edge thereof having an angular recess across Sub 
Stantially the entire transverse extent of the 
lower portion of the forward face thereof, said 
recess being adapted to cup the upper rear por 
tion of the heel of an open-heeled shoe positioned 
in Said article. 

4. Article of footwear, adapted to be worn 
over an open-heeled shoe wherein the upper 
face of said shoe is exposed, said article compris 
ing an upper including a rear Wardly extending 
heel portion for embracing the heel of Said shoe, 
said heel portion having a relatively stiff shelf 
like member with a generally flat bottom face 
projecting inwardly from said heel portion along 
a rear zone thereof and terminating in Wardly at 
a feather edge in a position to rest upon a mar 
ginal portion of the upper heel face of an Open 
heeled shoe positioned in said article and to form 
with said heel portion an angular receSS adapted 
to cup the upper rear edge of Said open-heeled 
Shoe positioned in Said article. 

5. Article of footwear, adapted to be Worn 
over an open-heeled shoe wherein the upper rear 
heel face of said shoe is exposed, Said article com 
prising an upper including a rearwardly extend 
ing looped heel band for embracing the heel of 
said shoe, said heel band having a cupping means 
Secured to a rear Zone of the inner face of said 
band, said cupping means comprising a reinforc 
ing member for a localized rear Zone of said heel 
band and a generally flat shelf-like member, rel 
atively thin as compared With the Width of Said 
band, projecting forwardly from the upper edge 
of said reinforcing member and terminating for 
Wardly at a feather edge, said shelf-like member 
being in a position to rest upon a rear marginal 
portion of the upper heel face of an open-heeled 
shoe positioned in said article and said cupping 
means being in a position to cup the rear edge 
of the upper heel face of said open-heeled shoe 
positioned in said article. 
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6. Article of footwear, adapted to be worn over 

an Open-heeled shoe wherein the upper rear heel 
face of said shoe is exposed, said article com 
prising an upper including a rearwardly extend 
ing looped portion for embracing the heel of said 
shoe, said looped portion having a shelf-like 
member with a generally flat bottom face, rela 
tively thin as compared to the width of said 
looped portion, extending forwardly from the up 
per margin of Said looped portion acroSS the ex 
tent of an arcuate rear zone of said looped por 
tion and terminating forwardly at a feather edge 
to form an angular receSS with Said looped por 
tion in a position to cup the upper rear edge of 
the heel of an open-heeled shoe positioned in 
Said article. 

7. An article of footwear, adapted to be worn 
Over an open-heeled shoe wherein the upper rear 
heel face of Said shoe is exposed, said article 
comprising an upper including a rea:Wardly ex 
tending heel portion for embracing the heel of 
said shoe, said heel portion havig Secured to it 
in a rear Zone thereof a relatively stiff member 
extending forwardly from a reali Zoiae thereof 
and terminating for Wardly in a feather edge, Said 
member having a generally fat botton face in 
a position to rest upon the rear marginal portion 
of thie upper heel face of an open-heeled Shoe 
positioned in Said article. 

8. Article of footwear, adapted to be worn 
Over an open-heeled shoe Wherein the upper rea 
heel face of Said siloe is exposed, said article 
Comprising an upper including a real Wardly ex 
tending heel portion for embracing the heel of 
said shoe, said heel portion having a SSociated 
with a rear Zone thereof a relatively stiff gen 
erally concave cupping member which increases 
gradually in thickness downwardly from the 
upper edge thereof and which has an angilar 
recess across substantially the entire transverse 
extent of the lower portion of the forward face 
thereof forming a for Ward feater edge and a 
generally flat bottom face in Said recessed por 
tion, said receSS being in a position to cup the 
upper rear portion of the heel of an open-heeled 
shoe positioned in Said article. 
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