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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Micearn WALTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Tylersburg, in the county of Clarion and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new
and useful Tmprovements in Folding Coops,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to coops or crates
such as are utilized for the purpose of ship-
ping poultry; and it has particular refer-
ence to that class of coops or crates which

may be folded or collapsed into compact

shape for return shipment, thus effecting an
important saving in shipping charges as
well as in storage room.

One object of the present invention is to
provide a collapsible coop which may readily
be completely unfolded to enable it to be
thoroughly cleansed when necessary.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a folding or collapsible coop which
may be completely inverted so as to present
the clean surfaces of the wall members in-
ward when desired.

Still further objects of the invention are
to simplify and improve the general con-
struction and operation of this class of de-
vices.

With these and other objects in view
which will readily appear as the nature of
the invention is better understood, the same
consists in the improved construction and
novel arrangement and combination of
parts which will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings has been
illustrated a simple and preferred form of
the invention; it being however, understood
that no limitation is necessarily made to the
precise structural details therein exhibited,
but that changes, alterations and modifica-
tions within the scope of the invention may
be resorted to when desired.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing a coop constructed in accord-
ance with the invention set up ready for use.
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sectional view
of the same.  Fig. 8 is a perspective view
showing the coop or ecrate folded for stor-
age or transportation. Fig. 4 is a vertical
transverse sectional view of the device as
seen in Fig. 8. Fig. 5 is a longitudinal ver-
tical sectional view of the device as seen in
Fig. 8. Fig. 6 is a detail plan view showing
a portion of the bottom member or floor

member of the structure. Fig. 7 is a trans-
verse sectional view showing a coop of some-
what modified construction, folded and in in-
verted position. Fig. 8 is a transverse sec- 60
tional view showing said coop extended or
unfolded. Fig. 9 is a plan view showing the
bottom of said coop detached.
Corresponding parts in the several figures

-are denoted by like characters of reference. 65

The improved crate or coop comprises in
its construction a bottom piece or floor mem- .
ber A, walls or side members B, end mem-
bers C—C and a top which is composed of

two wings or members D—D. The floor or 70

bottom member A may be constructed of

‘planking of any suitable dimensions, but”
“the side walls, the end members and the top
‘members are preferably composed of frames
filled with slats set at- suitable distances 75

apart to afford free ventilation and at the
same time to safely confine the fowls that
are to be shipped in the coop. The slats may
be disposed vertically, in the side walls and
end members, and transversely of the crate, 80

-as shown in the top members, or said slats

may be disposed lengthwise of the structure,
when preferred. It will also be understood
that wires or wire netting may be utilized

in the construction of the side walls as well 85

as of the end and top members, such con-
struction being well known and understood
in the art.

The bottom or floor member A is provided
adjacent to its side and end edges with ver- 99
tically disposed staples 10 consisting of elon-
gated loops that are offset from the side
and end edges of the floor member and which

‘project beyond the faces of said floor mem-

ber. The edges of the floor member may be 95
provided with notches, as clearly shown at
11 for the accommodation of the loops or
staples which latter will thus be in a meas-
ure protected. The side walls B and the end

walls C are hingedly connected with the 108

floor member by means of eyes 12 slidably
engaging the loops or staples, and the side
members B are provided adjacent to their
free edges with similar loops or staples 13

that project beyond the opposite faces of 105

said side members and with which the top
members D are hingedly connected by means
of eyes 14 slidably engaging the loops or
staples 13. ‘

The two faces of the floor member A are 116

provided with supporting members which
are preferably in the nature of wheels or
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casters 15 whereby the said floor member,
no matter which side is uppermost, will be
supported a sufficient distance above the
ground to prevent the ends of the loops or
staples 10 from touching the ground. The
wheels or casters 15 will thus not only sup-
port the floor of the coop from diredt con-
tact with the ground and enable the coop to
be readily shifted from one position to an-
other, but they will also serve to prevent
injury to the loops or staples 10 by contact
with the ground. This is regarded as an
important and advantageous feature in view
of the fact that the coop, when filled with
fowls, will be so heavy that the loops or
staples 10 unless protected, would be in dan-
ger of collapsing.

The end members C of the coop are made
of stch dimensions that when the coop is set
up for uise, the end edges of said end mem-
bers will abut upon the inner faces of the
side walls of the coop which will thus be
securely braced. The top members D are
made of such dimensions that when the coop
Is set up, and said side members are folded
in the direction of each other, their free
edges will abut upon each other as will be
clearly seen in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings.
Fach side face of each end member C is pro-
vided with a suitable handle 16 whereby the
coop may be manipulated when it is set
up for use; said handles being preferably
constructed in such a manner that when not
in actual use it will fold against the faces of
the end metbers. ‘

The side walls or side members B of the
coop are each provided with a sliding door
17 through which access may be had to the
interior of the coop; said doors being pref-
erably arranged adjacent to opposite ends of
the coop in order that, when a partition is
used, the two ends of the coop may be
equally accessible.

The floor or bottom member A of the cOop
is provided with a longitudinal slot or aper-
ture 18 provided adjacent to its ends with
bearings 19 wherein the pintles 20 at the
ends of a cylindrical trough 21 are mounted
for rotation; said cylindrical trough being
provided with a slot 22 and with a partition
23 forming compartments for the reception
of feed and water respectively. The cylin-
drical trough 21 has a cylindrical cover 24
which is provided with a slot or aperture
25; the cylinder 24, when rotated upon its
axis, will obviously obstruct the slot or aper-
ture 22 in the cylindrical trough. The
trough 21 is provided adjacent to one end
with a ratchet wheel 26 engaged by a spring
pawl 27 which is pivotally connécted with
one end of a lever 28 which is fulcrumed in
a conveniently accessible position; it will be
seen that by manipulating the lever 28 the
trough 21 may be gradually rotated within
the closure 24 until the slot 22 is obstructed.

1,006,901

The cylindrical closure 24 is provided adja-
cent to one end with a bevel gear 29 mesh-
ing with a pinion 30 upon a shaft 81 having
a conveniently accessible crank 32 whereby
it may be rotated, thus rotating the cylin-
drical closure upon its axis to obstruct the
slot 22 or to bring the latter into registry
with the slot 25 of the closure, as may be
required.

It will be readily seen from the foregoing
description taken in connection with the
drawings hereto annexed, that the floor or
bottom member A may be placed upon the
ground either side uppermost, and that in
either position of the floor member, the side
and end memibers may be folded upward to
constitute the side and end walls of the crate
or coop after which the top members may be
folded down to rest upon the upper edges
of thé end members. When thus arranged,
the top members may be secured by means of
rods 33 extending transversely therethrough
and having terminal hooks 34 which may be
turned upward to abut upon the outer edges
of the top members. It is also preferred to
provide the edges of the end members with
prongs or spurs as will be best seen at 35 in
Fig. 1 of the drawings to engage recesses or
sockets 36 formed in the proximate members
for the purpose of securing the device
against accidental collapsing. It will thus
appear that the improved coop or crate is
not merely collapsible but that it is reversi-
ble as well, the two surfaces of the com-
ponent parts being capable of being alter-
nately exposed outwardly. It will also ap-
pear that when the coop or crate is inverted
the feed tray or trough may be likewise in-
verted so as to present the slot or feed aper-
ture in an upward direction, and that such
reversal may be effected without waste of
any of the contents by moving the cylin-
drical cover to a closed position prior to in-
verting or rotating the feed trough upon its
axis. Many other uses and advantages will
readily suggest themselves to those familiar
with the use of this class of devices.

When it is desired to fold or collapse the
coop for storage or shipping purposes, the
end walls or end members C—C are folded
upon the floor member, after first raising
the top members D—D; the latter are fold-
ed down upon the outer surfices of the side
members, and the latter are then folded
down upon the end members, being thereby
elevated to a position where the feed
trough will not obstruct. The supporting
members consisting of the wheels or casters
will be placed in such a position as to fit
between the slats of the side and top mem-
bers which latter may also be provided with
notches or slots for the accommodation of
the wheels or casters. :

In Figs. 7, 8 and 9 there has been illus-
trated a somewhat modified construction of
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the improved coop whereby the same may
be manufactured at less expense, and will
be serviceable for short shipments. Under
this modified form the bottom of the coop,
here designated K is composed of a rec-
tangular frame 61 with which the side and
end members of the walls, here designated
L—L and M—M are connected substan-
tially in the manner herein described by
means of staples 62 which however, extend
in an upward direction only from the bot-
tom frame 61. The latter carries a re-
versible platform 63 which is mounted piv-
otally upon the pinions or pivots 64 at the
inner end, said platform being normally
held in alinement with the frame by means
of spring actuated pins 65 extending
through the sides of the frame and adapted
to engage notches or recesses in the side
edges of the platform. One side of the lat-
ter is provided with wheels or casters 66
which, when the coop is extended for use,
serve to support the entire weight of the
coop and contents; when the coop is folded
for shipment, the bottom is first reversed
by rotating it upon its axis, thus bringing
the supporting wheels or casters within the
coop structure where they will be protected
by the wall members when the latter are
folded. This form of coop being particu-
larly intended for short shipments thus not
required to be equipped with a feed and
water trough, and none has been shown in
the figures of the drawings relating to this
form of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed is—

1. In a folding coop, a floor member,
elongated loops secured adjacent to and off-

set from the edges of the floor member and
projecting beyond the two faces of the lat-
ter, side and end members having eyes
hingedly and slidably engaging said loops,
and top members hingedly connected with
the side members adjacent to the free edges
of the latter.

2. In a collapsible coop, a floor member
having elongated loops secured adjacent to
and offset from the edges and projecting
beyond the two faces of said floor member,
side and end wall members having eyes
hingedly and slidably engaging said loops,
and supporting members secured upon the
two faces of the floor member and consist-
ing of wheels or casters whereby said floor
member may be supported, either side up-
permost, at a height above the ground ex-
ceeding the length of the projecting por-
tions of the loops.

3. A collapsible and reversible coop com-
prising a reversible floor member, support-
ing members upon the two faces of said
floor member, loops offset from the edges of
the floor member and projecting beyond the
two faces of the latter, side and end wall
members having eyes slidably engaging the
loops, elongated loops upon the edges of
the side wall members which are remote
from the side edges of the bottom membesr,
and top members hingedly and slidably con-
ﬁected with the loops of the side wall mem-

ers.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

MICHAEL WALTER.

Witnesses:

J: K. Avr,
C. B. Kine.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the *“Commissioner of Patents,
' Washington, D, ¢.”
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