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[ A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
INV. B63B35/42

AL'SEARCH REPORT - f

PCT/US2006/ 061746

According 1 Inlemational Patent Classification (PC) or to both national classification and PG

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum documenialion searched (l:lasaﬁcaﬂon $ystem foliowsd by classification symbols)

B&3B

Documentation saarchad other than minimwm documentation to The exient that such docurnenis are Included in the fieids searched

Elactronic daia base consulted during the International saarch (name of dala base and, where pradiical, search lerms used)

EPO-Internal, WPI Data

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Calegory” | Chativn of document, with inchcation, where appropriaie, of the relevant passages Ralevant to claim No.
E US 2007/151499 A1l (MALONEY KENNETH J [US] 1-44,
ET AL) 5 July 2007 (2007-07-05) ‘ . 46-56
the whole document
A Us 3 403 652 A (JAMES HARDY DEREK}) : 1-7,
1 October 1968 (1968-10-01) . 9-13,16,
18,19,
22,23,
27-30,
32-36,
39-41,56

cofumn 2, line 38 - column 3, line 9;
figures 1-3

_/.__

m Further docurments are listedin the continuation of Box C. Iﬂ See patent family annex.

* Bpedal categornes of cited documents :
o * *T* later document published after the intemnational flling date
or priority date and not in confilct with the application bul

*A* document defining the generat state of the -art which Is not
cansidered to be of parilcular relevance

*E* earller docurnent but published on or allerthe Iniemational
filing date

*L* documant which may throw doubts an priority claim(s) or

which is cled fo eslablsh the publication daie of another
citation or othar special reason {a& speciiied)

*0* document refaring o an oral disclosure, use, exhibifon or
ather means .

*P* documeni published prior to The intemational filing date but

. laterthan the pmmypf(l’;a claimed

citad 10 undersmnd the prlndple or theory mndarlying tha
Invention
e; the claimad invendlon

of
canno! be uonsudeted novel or cannct be considered 1o
nvolve an mvm!we step when the document is talean alone

levanca; the d

o of p
cannot be oonsldated o involve an inventive step when ihe

daocument is combined with one or more other such docu—
Eemnlsa:nh combination being obvious to a person skilled
1]

*8* document member of the same patent family

European Patent Office, P.B, 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2260 HV Rijswik

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 851 epo nl,
Fac (+31-70) 340-3016

Date of the actiral plation of the val search Dale of malling of the Intemational search report
10 April 2008 24/07/2008
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ “ Awthorized officer
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Form PCTASAR10 (sscond sheal} (April 2005)

page. 1 of 2




(20) JP 2009-518236 A 2009.5.7
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Catagory” | Ciiation of docurment, with Incication, where apptapriate, of the relévant passages Ralevant to clalm No.
A US 4 488 503 A (GALATIS TELEMACHUS N [GB]) 1,6,7,9,
18 December 1984 (1984-12-18) 10,12,
: 18,19,
22,23,
35,
39-41,56 -
column 4, 1ine 65 - column 5, 1ine 40;
figures 1-6
A US 5 222 454 A (MEYER JOHN R [US])

29 June 1993 (1993-06-29) :
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.5.

International application No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US2006/061746

BoxNo.ll Observations where certain claims wars found uhsearchable (Cantinuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International search report has not been estabfished In respect of certain claims under Aniicle 17(2)(a) for the following reasans:

Claims Nos.: AL K8 )
because they relate to subjac’( matter not required to be searched by lhis Authcrity, namaly:
There is no meaningfull scope of protection defined by the text of teh claims
45 and 58, since said claims do not contain any feature which allow to define
the scope of protection sought.

2 III Claims Nos.; 45,58
because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the pnascﬂbed requlrernents o such

an extent that no meaningful intemational search can be carried out, spedﬁcally
se¢ FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because Ihey are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and thmd santencas af Auls 6.4{a}.

Box No. Il Observations where unity of nvention Is lacking (Cantinuation of ftem 3 of first shest)

This International Searching Autharity found muHipie inventions in this intamaticnal appiication, as follows:

see additilonai sheet

1. D As all required addllianal search fees wene imely paid by tha applicant, this lntemaﬁonal search report covers alisganchable -
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched withnuieﬂuﬂjusﬁfylng an additional fees, this Authority did not invite paymaent of
additional fees.

3 D As onrv some of the required additional search feas were timely paid hy the applicant, this intemational search reportcovers
only those claims for which faes wére paid, specifically claims Nos.: .

4, m No required additional search fees ware imely pald by the apphcanl. Consequently, this |ntemaﬂonal search report is
restricted to the Invention first mentioned in the claims; It Is covered by claims Nos.:

see annex

Remark on Protest The éddithnal search fass were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protast fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified In the Invitation.

[I™ protast accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTABA210 (continugtion of first sheeat {2)) (April 2005}
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intemational Application No. PCT/US2006 061746

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1
Claims Nos.: 45,58

There is no meaningfull scope of protection defined by the text of teh
claims 45 and 58, since said claims do not contain any feature which
allow to define the scope of protection socught. .

Continuation of Box I[.2

Claims Nos.: 45,58

There are no features whafsoever mentioned 1n the claims 45 and 58, such
that 1t is impossible fo carry out a meaningful search. - :

- The applicant’s attention s drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary -
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 1s advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry ocut a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase

- before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome. -
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210 -

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this International appiication, as follows:

1; claims: 1-44,56

method for transporting or trénsferring a smaller marine
vessel upon a cargo deck of a larger marine vessel

2. claims: 46-55,57

air cushion vehicle with no mention of trim adjustment or of
a cargo deck to be lowered or raised relative to the water
surface .
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