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T0 (tll ?Joh0m, it madg/ c0??ce????: 
Be it knoWn that I, THOMIAS C. IUCE, . of 

DaltOn, Berkshire county, in the Common 
Wealth of Massachusetts, have imwented a 
neW and useful Improwement in Game Ap 
paratus, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 

· My invention relates to game apparatus, 
adapted for a class of games where a disk 
or other mowable article representing a ball 
is mowed ower a board by Smapping it With 
the finger, and by folloWing the rules here 
imafter set forth, all the plays of a base ball 
game aS it is carried Out in the regular game, 
may be carried out on a Smaller Scale, and 
So that it may be used for purposes of 
amusement by people unskilled in the regu 
lar game of base ball. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this. Specifi 
cation, in which similar reference charac 
ters indicate corresponding partS in all the 
wieWS. ~ 

Figure 1 is a plan WieW Of a game boar 
constructed in the preferred way, embody 
ing my invention in its most complete_form, 
and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal Sectional wieW 
through the Same, Fig.8 is a plan wieW 
of one of the playing diskS, and b'ig. 4 is a, 
central Sectional wiew thereof. 

I prefer to make the board in the form of 
a, receptacle which may be folded and the 
parts contained therein. For this purpose 
and also for the purpose of retaining a disk 
on the board When projected during the play, 
I have prowided a base 2, Which is hinged_at 
14, and surrounding the board on all sides 
is a flange 1 suitable for retaining the disk 
upon the board. By prOwiding the_hinge aS 
here shown, the board may be folded upon 
itself and ser we as a receptacle for the disk 
and such other loose articles as may be used 
in the game. 
The markingS and apparatuS upon the 

board for carrying out the purpose of my in 
wention are as folloWS. A marking 10 upOn 
the board in the form of a diamond to cOr 
respond with the diamond in a regular baSe 
ball game, and this marking may be of a 
Solid color differing from other parts of the 
board, or mere outlines may be used, the 
exact character of the marking being imma 
terial. At or mear the points of the diamond 
I have provided a home base, which I have 
numbered 18, a first base Which is repre 

Sented by a pin 6 projecting from the face 
Of the board and against Which the disks are 
adapted to Strike, as Will appear hereafter, 
a Second base represented by a similar pin 'f. 
and likewise the third base represented by a 
pin_8. The bases and home plate correspond 
tOthe bases and home_plate of a regular base 
ball diamond. On each side of the home plate 
I have prowided pins Õ which project from 
the face of the board in like manner to the 
pinS representing the bases, these pins 5 be 
ing $paced apart Sufficiently to alloW a play 
ing disk to be shot between them and ower the 
home plate. To the rear of the home plate 
and preferably extending out Some distance 
On either Side, I have marked off a space 4 
Which I will call the strike field, and imme 
diately tO the rear of this space I have des 
ignated another Space 8 Which extends to the 
flange 1 at that end of the board, and Which 
I have termed the striking-out field. The 
Space to the rear of bases 1 and 8 and Out 
Side of the diamond and the strike field and 
Striking-Out field, I term the foul field. 
Within the diamond I have marked off at 
1f a Space representing the pitcher's box, 
Similar tO a, base ball field. Beyond the dia 
mOnd I hawe draWn lines 21 Which are 
Spaced from the diamond 10, to provide a 
Space therebetWeen, the purpose of Which 
will fully appear in the rules of the game. 
Beyond this last designated Space, and pref 
erably at the corners of the board, I have 
marked. Off by the quarter circles 15, spaces 
16 Which count for a home run when one of 
the diskS is shot upon either of these spaces. 
I have also designated by coloring or the 
like, the spaces. 11. Which are disposed at diff 
ferent points along the line 21 for the pur pOSe Of representing the positions of the 
right, left, and center fielders of the game. 
I have also designated by a line 19 a space 
around the peg 6 and a Similar marking 20 
around a pin 'f, the spaces within the circles 
19 and 20 representing the first baseman and 
Second baseman respectively. Intermediate 
the first base and Second base, and in aline 
ment, therewith, I have provided pins 9 for 
a purpose Which Will appear hereinafter, and 
I have similarly provided, other pins 9 be 
tWeen the Second and third bases, Which are 
also on the base line. 
While I hawe designated positions for the 

players by circles, it is clear that any other 
figure may be used tO represent the Same, 
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' the field or return it, to the 

9 

and that they may be designated by any 
kind of marking upon the board. 
The rules by which the game may be 

played so that all the points of interest of 
the usual game of base ball may be reatlized: 
are as folloWS. The game is played by tWO 
Opposing ** SideS?. . Each side may have one 
Or more persons. The Side that secureS the 
most runs in nine innings, Wins. When each 5dc;" has been'** at baf* once it is colunted 
one inning. When three men are out the 
Side is out. ~ 

P?fi¢h??¢, b?at%??¢7, a?ad ?*?¢??¢ Ž/té ba8é8.-- 
To play the game, One perSOn On the Side 
that is out places a disk__So that it tOucheS 
the line marked pitcher’s box. He then 
snaps it, (if the finger is placed against the 
disk it Will not hurt) aiming to paSS it be 
tWeen the tWO |posts, constituting the home 
plate before the strike field, and having it 

| come to rest on the striking out field. If the 
disk reaches the strike field and fails tO 
paSS between the tWO postS Or to come to 
rest wholly within the lines bounding it, it 
counts one ball and the disk is returned tO 
the pitcher. If the disk_paSSes_between the 
posts and rests within the strike field, not 
touching the line betWeen the strike field 
and striking out field, it countS One strike 
and the OppOSing player may then Smap it tO 

pitcher as he 
may elect, but One strike is counted. If he 
Snaps it and it comes to rest Whollywithin 
the one base hit field, or touches the line 
bordering the two base hit field, it becomes 
a - one base hit and the striker is entitled to 
place his man (one of the disks) on first 
base and each man already on a, base is ad 
wanced to the next. In like manner the two 
base hit field adwances tWo bases. If the 
projected disk touches the home run line it 
counts a three base hit. If wholly. Within 
the quarter circle it counts a home rum, each 
man paSSing all the bases and returning to 
the home plate. 

07atch??¢ 0?¢¢ Žh¢ ba#Sm?¢??.-When the 
batter Snaps the disk and it comes to rest 
Within or touches any line bordering the 
infield, or any of the fielders' circles, the 
Striker is Out. If it comes to rest on the 
Strike field or foul field, it counts a strike, 

in case it is the third strike the man is 
0U[], 

AS¢??hz??¢7 0?¢é |¢hé b¢és???¢m?).--When the 
pitcher SnapS the disk SO that it paSSes home 
plate and touches the striking outfield, it 
is counted a strike and the bartSman cannot 
Strike it. In case it is the third strike so 
placed, the batSman is out. 

'ABa8¢ ?0?? 6aAs defadé 6at//%8.—When the 
pitcher paSSes four balls before the striker 
is out Or WinS a baSe, he becomes entitled to 
first base, and all mem on bases are advanced 
aS fair_as_neceSSary to give each man . a 
base. If the pitcher Snaps the disk and it 

Ond. 

948,983 

fails to go as far as home plate, it is a balk; 
and the batSman and all on bases are entitled 
to adWance One baSe. 

S¢¢¢¢??¢7 ba&¢&.–A man. On first Wishing 
to steal Second base, places the disk repre 
Senting the mam at first_On the next post', 
toward second. The pitcher may then, be 
fore pitching to home plate, Snap the disk 
representing the ball toward first base. If 
it comes to rest Within Or toucheS any part 
of the circle around first; baSe, the man is 
out. In case the disk does not touch the 
circle, the man takes Second base. In the Same ? 
Way a man on Second may attempt to Steal 
third. . The pitcher must not mowe his Seat 
in attempting to catch a mam Stealing baSeS. 
The man cannot steal Second While a mam is 
there or attempting to steal third from Sec 

the pitcher has once paSSed the ball to the 
batSman. No runner can Steal more than 
one base While the Same man iS at the bat. 

Z90?¢b¢é ?la?/.--When the batSman SnapS a, 
disk and it comeS to rest. Within the Space 
of the circle about Second base , or toucheS 
any of the lines bordering the Space lying 
Within the infield, the batSman is out and a 
man Occupying first base is also. Out. When 
the batSman Smaps a disk and in paSSing to 
any but foul ground it touches a man on 
any base, a mam SO touched is Out. 

/Ba¢¢??¢ ?z??d ??¢¢h?magy. ?0?'d¢?'.–When there 
are more than one on a. Side, there Should 
be the regular rotation in batting, also in 
pitching, though each man should pitch an " 
entire inning in his turn. ^ 
Any mowable member , which can be 

Snapped readily can be uSed instead of the 
disk shoWn. Attention is also called to the 
fact that the mowable memberS can be giWen 
any necessary color, but the One used for 
the ball or Snapping piece Should be of a 
different color than the others. 
Hawing thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as neW and desire to Secure by Iget 
ters Patent,:— ~ 

1. A game apparatuS comprising a board" 
Or baSe, Said baSe hawing a home plate and 
bases thereOn corresponding in position to. 
the home plate and bases of a, base ball field, 
and hawing a strike field to the rear of the 
home plate, and ; pinS projecting from the 
Said board or base . One on each side : of the 
home plate, and Spaced apart for the paS 
Sage betWeen them of a disk. 

2. A game apparatuS comprising , a board 
Or baSe, Said baSe ha.wing a home plate and 
baSes thereOn corresponding in position to 
the home plate and bases of a, base ball 
field, and hawing a strike field to the rear 
of the home plate, and, to the rear of the 
Said strike field a striking_out field, and pins 
projecting from the Said board or base one 
On each side of the home plate, and spaced 

If a mam on Second attemptS to " Steal 
third, a man on first cannot steal Second till 
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???????' for the paSSage between them of a 
disk. 

8. A game apparatus comprising a board 
hawing_a, home plate and bases thereOn cor 
responding in position to the home plate 
and bases of a base ball field, a strike field { WitneSSes: 
to the rear of the home plate, pinS project- OSCAR M. ScHILLINGBR, 
ing from the Said board or baSe and spaced JoHN B. WoODBURN. 

apart at the home plate for the paSSage of 
a disk betWeen them, projecting pinS at the 10 
Several bases, and Spaces located around the 
bases and at warious points in the out-field. 

| THOMAS C. LUCE. 


