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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown thatI, BEnjaAMIN F. THOMAS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cam-
den, in the county of Carroll and State of In-

s diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fence-Posts; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the artto whichit

1o appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to improvements in

fence posts and the object of the invention,

is to prevent any lateral movement of the post
in the ground.

With this end in view my invention con-
sists in the combination with a post, of a plat
having its ends bent to extend at right angles
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to the body thereof and provided with aligned-

apertures through which the post extends.
My invention further counsists in the pecu-
liar construction and arrangement of parts, as
will be hereinafter more fully pointed out and
claimed.
In the accompanying drawings—Figure1is
25 a front elevation of afence post provided with
my improvements. Fig. 2 isa side elevation
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of the same. Fig. 8 is a detail perspective.

view of the retaining plate. '
Tike letters of reference denote correspond-
30 ing parts in the several figures of the draw-
ings, referring to which—

A designates any desired form or style of
post. To the post A is attached a retaining
plate B which extends for a portion of its

35 length below the surface of the ground and
serves to prevent the post from moving later-
ally. The retaining plate B is preferably
made in the form shown in Fig. 3 and is pro-
vided at its ends with parallel laterally ex-

4c tending flanges C, ¢’. Aligned apertures ¢,
¢’, are formed in the flanges C, C’, through
which apertures the post A extends. Theap-
ertures in the flanges C, ¢/, which flanges are
preferably formed by bending the plate, con-

45 form to the cross sectional shape of the post
so that the post fits snugly therein; and the
retaining plate is further attached to the post
by means of fastening wires, D, which extend
around the post and through aperture d

so formed in the body of the plate. The two
lowerinost line wires of the fence may be

passed through the apertures din theplateB.
The apertures ¢, ¢’, are formed at the inner
edge of the flanges C, C’, so that the main
body of the plate B lies close against the front
face of the post. The lower flange C’ of the
retaining plate is of such length that it can
he bent upwardly to extend along the.rear
face of the post A parallel to the main body
of the plate B on the opposite side of the post.
The upper end of the upturned portion of the
lower flange, terminates flush with the surface
of the ground.

My improved retaining plate canbe placed
on the post prior to driving or setting the
same, or the post may be first driven into the
ground the desired distance and the plate B
then slipped on over the upper end thereof,
and, after being forced down the desired dis-
tance, firmly secured in position by bending
the lower flange up against the rear face of
the post and by the wires D.

An anchor or retaining plate constructed
and attached to & post in the manner herein-
before described prevents any lateral move-
ment of the post and materially strengthens
it at and above the surface of the ground at
the point where the greateststrain oceurs and
where it is most likely to be broken.

My improved retaining plateis very simple
and cheap of manufacture; can be readily ap-
plied to a post and operates to maintain the
post firmly in position.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with a fence post, of a
retaining plate provided atopposite ends with
parallel laterally extending flanges having
aligned apertures formed therein to receive
the post, substantially as described.

2. The ecombination with a fence post, of a
retaining plate arranged to extend alongone
face of the post bothabove and below the sur-
face of the ground and provided at its ends
with integral parallel flanges having aper-
tures formed therein to receive the post, sub-
stantially as described. o

3. The combination with a fenée post, of a
retaining plate which extends partially below
the surface of the ground and is provided at
its ends with parallel flanges having formed
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therein aligned apertures through which the
post extends, the lower flange being bent up
against the rearface of the post, substantially
as described. _ ‘

4. The combination with a fence post, of a
retaining plate which extends partially below
the surface of the ground and is provided at
its’ ends with parallel flanges in which are
formed aligned apertures to receive the post,

1o and wires D extending around the post, be-

501,747

tween the flanges on the retaining plate, and
passing through aperturesin the body of said
plate, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN F. THOMAS.

Witnesses:
E. C. RICE,
CHAS. E. BAKRER.




