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This invention has reference to improvements con-
nected with ironing boards of the kind wherein the board,
which is of an elongated character, is supported on for-
ward and rearward legs which can be collapsed into
adjacency with the underside of the board when the device
is not in use and wherein the forward leg is connected
by pivotal links to the rearward legs; the upper end of
the said forward leg when in use being adapted to engage
with a catch.

The object of the present invention is to provide a
simplified form of catch for engagement with the upper
extremity of the forward leg when the ironing board is
in use and also to so construct the forward leg that greater
rigidity is imparted to the board when in use.

The invention consists of an ironing board of the kind
referred to characterised in that the catch takes the form
of a spring loaded plate having an aperture into which
the upper extremity of the forward leg is adapted to enter
and is furnished with a flange, which serves to lead the
upper end of the leg into the aperture during the engage-
ment of the leg with the catch.

A convenient embodiment of the present invention will
now be described with particular reference to the accom-
panying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a general perspective view from below of an
ironing board in accordance with the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a plan from below of the catch seen in Fig. 1
and

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

The ironing board 4, which is made of perforated metal,
is of the usual elongated shape and has pivotally con-
nected to a cross member 5 at 6, on its underside situated
adjacent its rearward end, a pair of tubular legs 7 which
are slightly splayed in an outward direction. Pivotally
connected to each of these legs 7 intermediate its ends at
8 is the one end of a link 9, the other end of which is
pivoted to a depending plate 10 at the mid-point of the
said cross member 5. Also pivotally connected at 8 to
each of these legs 7 is the one end of a link 11, the other
end of which is pivotally connected at 12, adjacent the
upper end of the forward leg 13 of the ironing board.
The forward leg of the ironing board is of inverted Y
form and is formed of tubular members, the stem of
the Y projecting downwardly a short distance between
the limbs of the Y and having a transverse pin 14 which
enters the pair of links 15 which are pivotally connected
at their other and upper end to the point of interconnection
of the rearward legs 7 with the cross member 5 at 6.
The forward leg 13 is also pivotally connected at a point
16 above the junction of its limbs to a pair of links 17
which are splayed outwardly and pivotally connected at
18 to a forward cross member 19 on the underside of the
ironing board 4.

To the rearward side of the forward cross member 19
is disposed a sheet metal box 20 in the underside of which
are formed a pair of slots in which are accommodated
a pair of cranked tongues 21 integral with a catch 22 and
forming the hinge point therefor. This catch is formed
as a sheet metal plate and is of substantially triangulated
shape in plan having a circular aperture 23 adjacent the
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apex, which is opposite the hinge line, to receive the upper
end of the forward leg 13 of the ironing board. The catch
has a downwardly directed flange 24, which due to the
triangulated shape of the catch serves as a lead for the
upper end of the forward leg towards the aperture 23 whilst

. the leg is being engaged with the catch. This flange 24

10

15

20

25

30

36

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

is extended forwardly beyond the hinge line on both sides
and is turned over at 25 to provide stops which abut
against the underside of the forward cross member 19
under the action of a spring 26 mounted within the box
20 and engaging an upwardly directed integral tongue
27 on the catch plate 22. The underside of the catch plate
between the hinge line and the aperture is formed with
ribs 28 which assist in the sliding of the upper end of the
forward leg 13 over the catch plate 22, it being appreciated
that during this operation the catch plate is rocked against
the action of the spring 26 until the upper end of the leg
13 registers with the aperture 23 and allows the catch 22
to descend to embrace the leg and firmly hold it in posi-
tion, The flanges 24 of the catch are desirably fur-
nished with outwardly directed wings 24® which assist the
manual rocking of the catch against its spring loading 26
to release the leg 13 therefrom.

I claim:

1. In an ironing board of the type having an elongated
board member with a pair of legs pivoted to said board
member adjacent one end thereof and a third leg con-
nected by linkage to said pair of legs and to said board
member, the combination of the upper end of said third
leg and a latch member, said latch member consisting
of a plate hingedly connected at one end to the underside
of said board member and having a circular aperture
adjacent its other end, said plate having a depending
flange looping around said aperture and extending tan-
gentially and divergently therefrom to guide the upper end
of said third leg into said aperture and to act as an abut-
ment to prevent the upper end of said third leg from mov-
ing beyond said aperture, there being a flat area extending
from said flange to strengthen it as an abutment and to
constitute a finger piece which may be pressed upwardly
to release the upper end of said third leg.

2. In an ironing board of the type having an elongated
board member with a pair of legs pivoted to said board
member adjacent one end thereof and a third leg con-
nected by linkage to said pair of legs and to said board
member, the combination of the upper end of said third
leg and a latch member, said latch member consisting of
a plate hingedly connected at one end to the underside
of said board member and having a circular aperture
adjacent its other end, said plate having a depending flange
looping around said aperture and extending tangentially
and divergently therefrom to guide the upper end of said
third leg into said aperture and to act as an abutment
to prevent the upper end of said third leg from moving
beyond said aperture, there being a flat area extending
from said flange to strengthen it as an abutment and
to constitute a finger piece which may be pressed upwardly
to release the upper end of said third leg, said third leg
having a forked lower portion with laterally spaced feet,
said forked lower portion being pivoted to said linkage
at laterally spaced points to prevent twisting of said third
leg in the aperture of said latch member.
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