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To all whom it may concern : When the hames are to be fastened the arm 
Beit known that I, AMBROSE A PHILLIPs, E is passed through the slot downwardly un 

of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
have invented a new and Improved Hames 
Fastening; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is an elevation, showing the fasten 
ing in connection with the hames and collar. 
Fig. 2 is a plan showing the fastening only. 
Figs. 3 and 4 are details. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

strong and economical fastening; and it con 
sists of a slotted loop of metal, in combination 
with an interlocking ratchet-arm, as herein 
after more specifically described and claimed, 

In order that those skilled in the art may 
make and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe the manner in which I have carried it 
Out. 
In the said drawings, B is a horse-collar, and 

CC' the hames. Linked to the side C is a 
slotted plate or loop, E, having the elongated 
opening e. 
arm, D, provided with teeth d d, and of such 
a size as to easily pass through the opening e. 
The general outline of the arm or bar E is 
curvilinear, and toward the end it is beveled, 
so as to avoid any abrupt projections when 
the hames are fastened, and coincide as near 
as practicable with the contour of the collar. 

To the side C is linked a ratchet 

til any one of the teeth d d catches over the 
outer edge of the slot eat i, where the link.is 
slightly bent, in order to prevent its extreme 
end O from interfering to prevent the inter 
locking of the tooth and edge of the slot, and 
the tension on the hames keeps the hook over 
the edge of the slot, the extreme point of the 
barresting against the link on its under side, 
and securely fastening the sides C. O'. 

If the ends of bars C C are forced together 
by any accident, gravity retains the hook d in 
its proper place until the strain is again brought 
on the bars. The bearing on the plate at the 
point of the hook is on one side, and the bear 
ing at the opposite end or extreme point is on 
the opposite side, of the plate. This braces 
the fastening, and makes it quite secure. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I clain as new, and desire to secure by Let. 
ters Patent, is- W 
The improved hane-fastener composed of 

the slotted link E, provided with the sharp 
ened catch i within or at the end of the slot, 
and the ratchet-arm D, all arranged and oper 
ating substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 
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