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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR TIMING 
MODELING 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to timing model 
ing, and more particularly to timing modeling for a gasket 
module for coupling a core embedded in a programmable 
logic device. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Programmable logic devices exist as a well-known type of 
integrated circuit that may be programmed by a user to 
perform specified logic functions. There are different types 
of programmable logic devices, such as programmable logic 
arrays (PLAS) and complex programmable logic devices 
CPLDs). One type of programmable logic devices, called a 
field programmable gate array (FPGA), is very popular 
because of a Superior combination of capacity, flexibility, 
time to market and cost. 
An FPGA typically includes an array of configurable logic 

blocks (CLBs) surrounded by a ring of programmable 
input/output blocks (IOBs). The CLBs and IOBs are inter 
connected by a programmable interconnect structure. The 
CLBs, IOBs, and interconnect structure are typically pro 
grammed by loading a stream of configuration data (bit 
stream) into internal configuration memory cells that define 
how the CLBs, IOBs, and interconnect structure are config 
ured. The configuration bitstream may be read from an 
external memory, conventionally an external integrated cir 
cuit memory EEPROM, EPROM, PROM, and the like, 
though other types of memory may be used. The collective 
states of the individual memory cells then determine the 
function of the FPGA. 
The process for producing an integrated circuit comprises 

many steps. Conventionally, a logic design is followed by a 
circuit design, which is followed by a layout design. With 
respect to the circuit design and layout portion, once circuits 
for an integrated circuit have been designed. Such designs 
are converted to a physical representation known as a 
“circuit layout' or “layout.” Layout is exceptionally impor 
tant to developing a working design as it affects many 
aspects, including, but not limited to, signal noise, signal 
time delay, resistance, cell area, and parasitic effect. 
Once a circuit is designed and laid out, it is often 

simulated to ensure performance criteria are met, including, 
but not limited to, signal timing. This type of analysis is 
difficult at the outset, and is made more difficult by an 
embedded design. An embedded design or embedded circuit 
is conventionally designed separately from an integrated 
circuit in which it is embedded. Sometimes this embedded 
circuit is referred to an intellectual property (IP) core or 
embedded core. This is because the information to build and 
test Such an embedded circuit is provided from one company 
to another. 
An IP core may have a certain maximum timing perfor 

mance for input and output. For example, a microprocessor 
will have certain maximum timing performance for input 
and output of data and other information. However, there is 
no de facto standard bus interface for an embedded device. 
Accordingly, glue or gasket logic and interconnects are used 
to couple an embedded device to a host device. Such as a 
programmable logic device. 

For an embedded core in an integrated circuit, such as an 
FPGA with an embedded microprocessor core, a portion of 
the integrated circuit is reserved for the embedded core and 
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2 
gasket/glue logic. In this reserved area, interconnects and 
gasket logic may be used to couple an embedded core to a 
host integrated circuit. Moreover, modules from a host 
integrated circuit may be used for this coupling. However, 
layout for an embedded device and a host device may be for 
different layout databases. Thus, understanding where criti 
cal time paths are becomes problematic. 

Moreover, different layout databases based on different 
dimensions lead to manual evaluation. However, this was 
considerably slow and error prone. Furthermore, re-simula 
tion and re-design was slowed by having to manually make 
changes. 

Accordingly, it would be desirable and useful to provide 
means to automate gathering of gasket timing information 
from dissimilar layout databases for analysis, and more 
particularly to provide a self-contained timing model analy 
sis capable of accommodating different layout databases 
with different process technologies. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An aspect of the present invention is a method of selecting 
a simulation template along with automatic extraction of 
embedded core timing information and gasket wire length 
and updating contents of the simulation template. A wire 
length and an associated signal name is obtained. Whether 
the wire length is for a signal originating from an embedded 
core in response to the associated signal name is determined. 
If the wire is for carrying the signal originating from the 
embedded core, an adjusted wire length is determined. The 
simulation template is selected in response to whether the 
adjusted wire length is less than a predetermined length. If, 
however, the wire is not for carrying the signal originating 
from the embedded core, then a simulation model for the 
driver is selected in response to the driving capability chosen 
by a particular design. Simulation template is selected in 
response to the driver selected. 

Another aspect of the present invention is a method for 
modeling timing for an integrated circuit having an embed 
ded core. A wire list is obtained from a place and route tool 
which contains a signal name and associated wire lengths. 
According to a gasket timing path of interest, embedded core 
timing information is accessed in response to a condition 
selected by a user. Signals are classified as one of input 
signals to an embedded core and output signals from the 
embedded core. The signals are classified into an input 
group and an output group. For the output group, output 
signal path timing information from the embedded core 
timing information is searched to obtain clock-to-out timing 
information depending on rising or falling edge of a clock 
applied at an input of the embedded core, and for the input 
group, input signal path timing information from the embed 
ded core timing information is searched for setup-hold 
timing information depending on whether a signal is rising 
or falling with respect to positive edge clock at the embed 
ded core. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

So that the manner in which the above recited features, 
advantages and objects of the present invention are attained 
and can be understood in detail, a more particular descrip 
tion of the invention, briefly summarized above, may be had 
by reference to the embodiments thereof which are illus 
trated in the appended drawings. 

It is to be noted, however, that the appended drawings 
illustrate only typical embodiments of this invention and are 
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therefore not to be considered limiting of its scope, for the 
present invention may admit to other equally effective 
embodiments. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary embodiment of 
an integrated circuit in accordance with one or more aspects 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is schematic/block diagram of an exemplary por 
tion of an embodiment of the integrated circuit of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram of an exemplary embodi 
ment of a timing modeling process in accordance with one 
or more aspects of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a process flow diagram for an exemplary 
embodiment for a wire length extraction and determination 
of simulation template process in accordance with one or 
more aspects of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a process flow diagram for an exemplary 
embodiment for an embedded core delay information extrac 
tion process in accordance with one or more aspects of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a process flow diagram of an exemplary embodi 
ment of a data feedback process in accordance with one or 
more aspects of the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a programmed computer 
system in accordance with one or more aspects of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the following description, numerous specific details are 
set forth to provide a more thorough understanding of the 
present invention. However, it will be apparent to one of 
skill in the art that the present invention may be practiced 
without one or more of these specific details. In other 
instances, well-known features have not been described in 
order to avoid obscuring the present invention. 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a block diagram of an 
exemplary embodiment of an integrated circuit 10 in accor 
dance with one or more aspects of the present invention. 
Integrated circuit 10 comprises a host device 11, a gasket 
module 100 and an embedded device 12. Gasket module 100 
is for coupling embedded device 12 and host device 11. 
Examples of embedded device 12 include, but are not 
limited to, one or more microprocessors, microcontrollers, 
and digital signal processors, and examples of host device 11 
include, but are not limited to, CPLDs, FPGAs and the like. 
Gasket module 100 comprises interconnects, discrete logic 
components—including, but not limited to, standard cells. 
Moreover, gasket module 100 may comprise on-chip 
memory controllers as Sub-modules. 

FIG. 2 is schematic/block diagram of an exemplary por 
tion of an embodiment of the integrated circuit of FIG.1. In 
order to have an accurate timing model, delays for discrete 
logic elements, interconnects and Sub-modules need to be 
considered. To do timing analysis, this timing model needs 
to be able to absorb data timing, including setup times, as 
well as hold times, clock-to-output times and combinatorial 
delays. 

However, acquiring Such timing information for analysis 
is a non-trivial matter, especially when host device 11 and 
embedded core 12 are laid out with different databases. 
Suppose, for example, FPGA 11 has a critical timing signal 
path from output of FPGA 11 to input of delay flip-flop 
(“D-FF) 17. D-FF 17 has a clock signal input for clock 
signal 51, where clock signal 51 is a data clock signal. 
Rather than slowing clock signal 51, it would be desirable to 
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4 
ensure data arrived at a boundary 52 within a setup time and 
with enough margin for a hold time for processing Such data 
With D-FF 17. 

Thus, delays for interconnects 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28 and 29 (“21 through 29”) will need to be determined. 
However, these delays will be subject to physical layout and 
routing. Additionally, delays for discrete logic, such as for 
example multiplexers (“MUXs) and buffers 15A, 16A, 
15B, 16B, 15C and 16C (“15 and 16”) will need to be 
determined. Additionally, clock-to-output delays and input 
setup times for sub-modules 13 and 14 will need to be 
determined. For example, sub-module 13 may be a data-side 
on-chip memory controller (“DSOCM), and sub-module 14 
may be an instruction-side on-chip memory controller 
(“ISOCM). Assuming positive or rising edge clock trigger 
ing, clock-to-rising edge and clock-to-falling edge of output 
may be used as conventions for timing information. Also, it 
will be assumed that the goal is to not have any latency, 
namely, to operated D-FF 17 off of single cycles of clock 
signal 51 for setup and hold times. 
From boundary 52 to embedded core 12, clock-to-output 

delay for D-FF 17 will need to be determined. Additionally, 
delays for interconnects 18, 19 and 30, MUX 15D, and 
buffer 16D will have to be determined. 

FIG.3 is a process flow diagram of an exemplary embodi 
ment of a timing modeling process 50 in accordance with 
one or more aspects of the present invention. Timing mod 
eling process 50 comprises Sub-module timing modeling 
Sub-process ('sub-process') 31, gasket logic and intercon 
nect timing modeling Sub-process ('sub-process') 32, inter 
connect timing modeling Sub-process ("sub-process') 33. 
obtain embedded core timing information step 34, and 
assemble and analyze timing information step 45. 

Sub-process 31 is for obtaining timing delays for sub 
modules of gasket module 100. In particular, Some examples 
of sub-modules include DSOCM 13 and ISOCM 14, though 
other sub-modules may be used. At step 35, placement and 
routing of Sub-modules and logic components forming Sub 
modules is done using a place and route tool. From step 35. 
a database is generated with Sub-module information. Con 
tinuing the above example, DSOCM 13 and ISOCM14 may 
be part of an FPGA fabric formed using a lithographic 
dimensional process. Thus, this database will be for such a 
lithographic dimensional process. For example, a litho 
graphic dimensional process may be a Sub-quarter micron 
process. 
A database for host device 11 at one time expressed with 

a circuit simulation language, is conventionally converted to 
a physical layout database. This physical layout database 
may be processed to provide a binary file known as a “GDS” 
file. A parasitic extraction tool may be used to extract 
resistance, capacitance and any associated transistor level 
information (“electrical property information') for sub 
modules at Step 36. Parasitic extraction programs or tools are 
well known, and thus unnecessary detail regarding Such 
tools is not provided herein. 

In response to obtaining electrical property information 
for at least one sub-module at step 36, a network list 
(“netlist’) or more particularly a backannotated SPICE 
netlist, is generated at step 37. A netlist, or more particularly 
a SPICE netlist, is generated in accordance with conventions 
and rules for a tool used to process such a netlist. SPICE 
netlists in particular are well known, and thus unnecessary 
detail regarding such netlists is not provided herein. 
At step 38, timing simulation is done for Sub-modules in 

response to a netlist generated at step 37. In other words, 
Sub-module operation is simulated to obtain Sub-module 
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timing information in response to electrical property infor 
mation obtained for one or more sub-models. This simula 
tion may be done with a device level circuit simulator tool, 
such as PathMill from Synopsis of Mountain View, Calif., or 
other known timing analysis simulator. 

Sub-module timing information output from step 38 is 
provided for assembly with other timing information at step 
45. Such assembly of information may be broken out into 
respective paths, namely, to obtain all delays for a path, as 
described below in more detail for other portions of timing 
modeling process 50. Information processing and analysis at 
step 45 may use a spreadsheet, a database and the like. 

Referring again to FIG. 2, section or path 53 delays would 
not be added to path 20 delay, but rather the longer time of 
the two likely would be used. However, path 54 delay would 
be added to time from the longer delay as between paths 53 
and 20 to determine boundary 52 timing to input of D-FF 17. 
Thus, core/host-to-signal timing boundary time may be 
determined, and thus compared with a single clock cycle 
time of clock signal 51 to see if setup and hold timing is met. 
For example, if such timing is not met, then one or more of 
signal paths 20, 53 and 54 may be identified for delay 
reduction modification. 

Again, referring to FIG. 3, sub-process 32 is for obtaining 
timing delays for at least a portion of gasket logic intercon 
nects of gasket module 100. At step 39, connectivity rela 
tionship information between logic elements is obtained. For 
example, connectivity information for MUXs 15 and buffers 
16, or other portion of gasket module 100 may be obtained. 
Notably, many other well-known types of logic elements 
may be used. So, for example, with respect to an FPGA, a 
device control register (DCR) interface and a processor local 
bus (PLB) interface may be expressed as schematics of 
gasket logic. In other words, a schematic of DCM function 
is created for example, from which a netlist may be gener 
ated with a captured wire report according to Such a sche 
matic. 

Whereas, host Sub-modules are conventionally accessed 
from a binary file, namely, a physical layout GDS file, as 
host device 11 has previously been manufactured without 
embedded device 12, logic elements and interconnects of a 
gasket module may not be available as a binary file. In other 
words, logic and interconnect timing information needs to 
be generated to determine if an embedded device may be 
embedded within a desired clock cycle time, and thus 
integrated circuit 10 is presumed to be in a pre-tapeout stage. 
Moreover, gasket logic elements, including interconnects 
and discrete circuit elements, may be for a same or a 
different lithography than that used for host device 11, even 
though both may be sub-quarter micron processes. Accord 
ingly, prior to step 39, gasket logic may be captured from a 
schematic or “database' expressed by a circuit simulation 
language, such as VHDL, Verilog and the like from which 
a network list (“netlist') comprising connectivity informa 
tion for Such gasket logic is obtained. 
A parasitic extraction tool may be used to extract resis 

tance, capacitance and any associated transistor level infor 
mation (“electrical property information') for at least a 
portion of gasket logic and interconnects at step 39. Parasitic 
extraction programs or tools are well known, and thus 
unnecessary detail regarding such tools is not provided 
herein. A wire-line model may be used to model intercon 
nects to obtain resistance and capacitance values. Moreover, 
a same or different parasitic extraction tool for steps 36 and 
39 may be used. 
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6 
In response to obtaining electrical property information 

for at least a portion of gasket logic and interconnects at step 
39, a netlist for Such gasket logic and interconnects is 
generated at step 40. A netlist is generated in accordance 
with conventions and rules for a tool used to process Such a 
netlist. Owing to data size, single portions of gasket logic 
and interconnects may be processed at a time. 

Sub-process 33 is for obtaining interconnect lengths for 
gasket module 100. At step 43, gasket module 100 infor 
mation, including associated information for core device 12 
and host device 11, is provided to a place and route (P&R) 
program or tool. P&R programs or tools are well known, and 
thus unnecessary detail regarding such tools is not provided 
herein. A P&R tool is used to place core integrated circuit 
12, Sub-modules—such as DSOCM 13 and ISOCM 14, and 
gasket logic elements—such as D-FF 17, MUXs 15 and 
buffers 16 in order to route interconnects, such as 18, 19, 20, 
21, etc., to and from Such placements. 
At step 44, an interconnect report is generated in response 

to output interconnect routing of a P&R tool at step 43. Such 
an interconnect report comprises lengths for interconnects 
routed. Moreover, if placement and routing is done with a 
first lithography; however, actual placement and routing will 
be done with a second lithography, which is smaller than the 
first lithography, then a path delay reduction factor may be 
used. Path delay reduction may be determined in a conven 
tional manner dependent on geometries for the two different 
lithographies used. Thus, each path length may be effec 
tively reduced using a shrink factor or path length reduction 
factor. 
At step 41, a netlist obtained from step 40 is populated or 

modified with interconnect information, such as wire 
lengths, from an interconnect report generated at Step 44 in 
response to interconnects routed at step 43. Continuing the 
above example of a DCR interface, a netlist is populated 
with appropriated DCR wire lengths from step 44. These 
wire lengths are used in combination with electrical property 
information, capacitance and resistance—including parasit 
ics, from a wire-line model. Wire-line models are well 
known, and thus are not described herein in unnecessary 
detail. Such a wire-line model may be part of or separate 
from a parasitic extraction tool. 
At step 42, timing simulation is done for Sub-modules in 

response to a netlist generated at step 40 and modified at Step 
41. In other words, gasket logic operation and interconnect 
time delay is simulated to obtain gasket logic and intercon 
nect timing information in response to electrical property 
information obtained for Such gasket logic elements and 
interconnects. This simulation may be done with a device 
level circuit simulator tool, such as HSpice or other known 
device or transistor level simulator. 

Gasket logic and interconnect timing delay information 
output from step 42 is provided for assembly with other 
timing information at step 45. Such assembly of information 
may be broken out into respective paths, as described above. 
Notably, the ability to assemble timing information for an 
interface, such as PLB, DCR, DSOCM, and ISOCM, among 
other known interfaces, enables determination of clock-to 
output, setup/hold or operating frequency limits for that 
interface. In this manner, creation of a timing model for an 
embedded core, such as a processor block, among other 
forms of possible embedded cores, at a gasket boundary, 
such as an interface to “FPGA fabric.” among other types of 
circuitry, is facilitated. Additionally, determination of oper 
ating frequency capability of a gasket module in connection 
with operation of an embedded core, for example limitations 
of processor block to OCM interfaces, is facilitated. 



US 7,379,855 B1 
7 

Conventionally, embedded core 12 is provided from one 
entity to another with performance data, including, but not 
limited to, setup and hold times and clock-to-output times. 
This performance information may be provided in a known 
file format, such as Standard Delay Format (SDF) file(s). 
According, one or more SDF files for embedded core 12 are 
obtained at step 34, and timing performance data is extracted 
from such SDF file(s). Embedded core 12 timing informa 
tion output from step 34 is provided for assembly with other 
timing information at step 45. As mentioned above, Such 
assembly of information may be broken out into respective 
paths, as described above. 
Once all delay timing information has been collected for 

a path, a total delay for Such a path may be determined by 
Summing Such delays. A total path delay may be added to 
another total path delay in order to determine a delay from 
core/host to a signal clock-time boundary. This information 
may be analyzed to determine whether interconnects should 
be shortened, or may be lengthened, to meet a desired 
frequency of operation. 

Wireload and Driver Modeling 
Referring to FIG. 4, there is shown a process flow diagram 

for an exemplary embodiment for a wire length extraction 
process 200 in accordance with one or more aspects of the 
present invention. At step 201, wire length and input/output 
(I/O) names for gasket logic and connections to and from an 
embedded core are obtained or otherwise provided to pro 
ceSS 200. 

At step 202, it is determined for each wire whether it is a 
signal from an embedded core. Stated another way, for each 
wire it is determined whether it is to carry communication 
either from or to an embedded core. Step 202 is to determine 
which signals from an embedded core need to have a 
wireload compensation. 

If a signal is not from an embedded core, such a signal is 
provided to an embedded core or gasket logic. Information 
going to an embedded core may pass through a controller, 
Such as a data or instruction controller, prior to reaching an 
embedded core. 
At step 204, a wire line model is selected for each of such 

lines for respective wire length. Notably, one model may be 
used for all conductive lines, or multiple models may be 
used, as such models may incorporate different physical 
characteristics, dimensions, material properties and the like, 
for selected lines corresponding to associated metal layers. 

At step 205, a driver is selected according to signal name. 
A driver may be input by a user, obtained from a lookup 
table, or otherwise provided. 

At step 206, a simulation template netlist (“template') is 
selected in response to a buffer or driver selected at step 205. 
Accordingly, it should be appreciated that controllers. Such 
as data and instruction controllers, comprise a plurality of 
buffers of different sizes. Thus, a simulation template is 
selected corresponding to a selected buffer. This simulation 
template may be an HSpice template or other device level 
simulation tool template. Accordingly, signals originating 
from other than an embedded core are modeled according to 
selected driver models. 

For signals from an embedded core, at step 203, effective 
wire length, L, is determined by Subtracting from wire 
length, wil, an amount of wire length, wil", due to capacitive 
load of a signal from an embedded core. In other words, 
output pins of an embedded core have an associated capaci 
tance that may be specified. For example, if an output pin of 
an embedded core is specified as having a 0.25 pico-farad 
load, this may be converted into an equivalent wire line 
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8 
length dependent on lithographic process. So continuing the 
example, an equivalent wire line length for a 0.25 pico-farad 
load may be approximately a 1000 micron wire length for a 
0.13 micron (130 nanometers) process. If a gasket module is 
laid out using a larger lithography, for example a 0.18 
micron process interconnect, equivalent wire length is 
adjusted upwardly, for example to approximately 1500 
microns. Actual interconnect delays depend on metal layer 
dimensions, line spacing and materials, among other well 
known factors. 
At step 207, a check is made to determine if effective wire 

length, L, is less than a predetermined number. A clock 
period associated with signal propagation time is converted 
to such a predetermine number, namely a wire length. This 
wire length will then be a maximum wire length allowed for 
propagation of a signal without slowing clock frequency. For 
example, if a clock period corresponds to a wire length of 
3000 microns, then continuing the above example a check at 
step 207 would be to determine if L is less than 1500 
microns, namely, a maximum wire length minus capacitive 
load due to an embedded core output pin. 

If L is not less than a predetermined number at step 207, 
in the example L would thus be equal to or greater than 1500 
microns, then at step 208 a simulation template is selected 
in response to L being equal to or greater than Such a 
predetermined number. This simulation template may be an 
HSpice template or other device level simulation tool tem 
plate. Notably, conventionally templates are metal layer or 
conductive level dependent, where different delays may be 
associated with different metal layers and different lines 
thereof. Continuing the above example for a 0.25 pf load, if 
L is greater than or equal to 1500 microns, interconnect 
delay is too great for a single clock cycle and a more 
aggressive template may be selected to reduce Such a delay 
for L. 

If L is less than a predetermined number at step 207, in the 
example L would be less than 1500 microns, then at step 209 
L is set equal to such a predetermined number. 
At step 210, a simulation template is selected in response 

to L being less than Such a predetermined number. Again, 
this simulation template may be an HSpice template or other 
device level simulation tool template comprising a wireload 
model. If L is less than such a predetermined number, then 
interconnect length is within an acceptable threshold. 
Accordingly, L. may be relaxed by setting it to Such a 
predetermined number, and a template may be selected that 
is less aggressive with respect to meeting Such a delay for L. 
Output from steps 206, 208 and 210 may be used for a 
simulation, such as an HSpice simulation at step 42 of FIG. 
3 to obtain timing information. 

Referring to FIG. 5, there is shown a process flow diagram 
for an exemplary embodiment for a delay information 
extraction process 300 in accordance with one or more 
aspects of the present invention. Conventionally, an embed 
ded core is provided from a third party with timing infor 
mation. This timing information may be provided as a 
plurality of SDF files, where each file represents different 
operating and transistor conditions. At step 301, a least one 
wire list is obtained and read. A wire list in this context is a 
list of input and output signals of an embedded core. 
At step 302, it is determined whether timing information 

associated with each of Such signals is for a “less desirable 
case” condition. For example, it should be understood that 
different operating conditions may provide different sets of 
timing information for a same embedded core. Thus, differ 
ent operating ranges may be classified into one of two 
groups, namely, “less desirable case' and “more desirable 
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case.” Accordingly, different SDF files may represent dif 
ferent operating conditions. Furthermore, more than two 
groups may be used. For example, groups may be "best 
case,” “typical case' and “worst case.” However, for pur 
poses of clarity, a two group embodiment is described from 
which extending to more or less than two groups will be 
apparent. 

If at step 302 information is from a “less desirable' 
condition, then at step 303 "less desirable timing informa 
tion is read an from SDF file. However, if at step 302, 
information is not from a “less desirable' condition, then at 
step 304 “more desirable' or typical timing information is 
read from an SDF file. 
At step 305, it is determined for each signal or each signal 

is classified as to whether it is an input signal to an 
embedded core or an output signal from an embedded core. 

At step 306, associations as to input and output are 
determined. This may be done by checking for one signal 
type. For example, a check may be made to determine if a 
signal is an input signal at step 306. 

Continuing the above example of checking for input 
signals at step 306, at step 307 a search is made for an output 
path signal timing, and at step 308 a search is made for a 
setup/hold signal timing. Output signals are all associated 
with clock-to-output timing information, and input signals 
are all associated with setup, or more particularly setup and 
hold, timing information. So at step 307, timing information 
from gasket routing for a signal is obtained for each embed 
ded core output signal, and at step 308, timing information 
from gasket routing for a signal is obtained for each embed 
ded core input signal. 

Particular to SDF files, clock-to-output timing informa 
tion is stored in separate fields, so step 309 is to obtain rising 
edge input signal timing information, and step 310 is to 
obtain falling edge signal input timing information. So, 
assuming triggering on one side of a clock only, for example 
from a positive of foremost edge, time to a information 
having a rising edge and a falling edge may be determined. 
Though, this description is in terms of single edge triggering 
for purposes of clarity, double data rate may be used as well. 

For embedded core input signals, a check is made at Step 
311 as to which edge is used for triggering. Again, one type 
of edge trigger, for example rising or leading edge trigger 
ing, may be used to determine which signals are falling edge 
triggered and which are rising edge triggered. Continuing 
the above example of checking for rising edge triggered 
signals at Step 311, in response to an input signal being a 
rising edge triggered signal, at step 312 a check is made to 
determine what edge of a clock Such a signal is used for 
clocking. Again, one type of edge, for example positive or 
leading edge, may be used to sort signals into positive and 
negative, or trailing, edge clocked signals. Continuing the 
above example of checking for positive edge clocked signals 
at step 312, at step 313 setup and hold timing information for 
rising signal edge and rising clock edge input signals are 
selected from an SDF file, and at step 314 setup and hold 
timing information for rising signal edge and falling clock 
edge input signals are selected from an SDF file. 

Continuing the above example of checking for rising edge 
triggered signals at step 311, in response to an input signal 
being a falling edge triggered signal, at step 315 a check is 
made to determine what edge of a clock Such a signal is used 
for clocking. Again, one type of edge, for example positive 
edge, may be used to sort signals into positive and negative 
clocked signals. Continuing the above example of checking 
for positive edge clocked signals at step 315, at step 316 
setup and hold timing information for falling signal edge and 
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10 
rising clock edge input signals are selected from an SDF file, 
and at step 317 setup and hold timing information for falling 
signal edge and falling clock edge input signals are selected 
from an SDF file. 

Accordingly, it should be appreciated that timing infor 
mation, clock-to-out times, and setup and hold times, reflect 
transistor conditions and operating conditions, including, 
but not limited to, voltage and temperature. So though all the 
signals may look the same, they have different numbers 
associated with them. Moreover, clock-to-output rise and 
fall times for output signals are parsed from input signals, 
and input signals are parsed into four groups. 

Furthermore, output from steps 313, 314, 316 and 317 
may be provided for assembly of timing information at Step 
45 of FIG. 3. Accordingly, a spread sheet or database may 
be used for processing Such information. 

Referring to FIG. 6, there is shown a process flow diagram 
of an exemplary embodiment of a data feedback process 400 
in accordance with one or more aspects of the present 
invention. An initial collection of data is done in accordance 
with arriving at step 45 of FIG. 3, after which a top or first 
level timing analysis is done at step 45. This analysis will 
indicate whether signal propagation for a path is longer or 
shorter or equal to a defined period of time. This defined 
period of time may be a single cycle of a clock for an 
operating frequency. Such an operating frequency may be a 
highest specified operating frequency for an embedded core. 
At step 318, it is determined whether any wire lengths 

need to be adjusted for a path. In other words, do wires need 
to be lengthened or shortened to at least meet timing 
requirements. If no wire lengths need to be adjusted, at Step 
319, placement, routing and timing information may be 
outputted. If, however, one or more wire lengths need to be 
shortened or lengthened or otherwise adjusted. Such as by 
selection of metal layer, then at step 320 such wires are 
lengthened or shorted to increase or decrease propagation 
delay, respectively, in response to timing analysis informa 
tion generated. At step 321, a portion of process 50 may be 
recalled to repeat steps 42, 44, 41, 42 and 45 to generate 
revised or re-design data. Moreover, process 200 may be 
repeated to provide new templates for step 42. In other 
words, wires are lengthened or shortened resulting in new 
place and route data output from step 43, which in turn may 
cause selection of different templates by process 200. 
Accordingly, new timing information may be output from 
step 45 for checking for wire length adjustment at step 318 
again. This feedback process may continue until timing 
information is output at step 319 or for a set number of 
iterations. 

Referring to FIG. 7, there is shown a block diagram of a 
programmed computer system 130 in accordance with one 
or more aspects of the present invention. Processor 131 is 
coupled to memory 132, and I/O interface 133. I/O interface 
133 may be coupled to memory 132 as is known for direct 
memory addressing. Memory 132 may comprise all or a 
portion of one or more of processes 50, 200, 300 or 400, and 
one or more associated programs, from time to time. 

Embodiments of the present invention may be imple 
mented as program products for use with a computer system 
130. The program(s) of the program product defines func 
tions of the embodiments and can be contained on a variety 
of signal/bearing media, which include, but are not limited 
to: (i) information permanently stored on non-Writable Stor 
age media (e.g., read-only memory devices within a com 
puter such as CD-ROM disks readable by a CD-ROM 
drive); (ii) alterable information stored on writable storage 
media (e.g., floppy disks within a diskette drive or hard-disk 
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drive); or (iii) information conveyed to a computer by a 
communications medium, Such as through a computer or 
telephone network, including wireless communications. The 
latter embodiment specifically includes information down 
loaded from the Internet and other networks. Such signal 
bearing media, when carrying computer-readable instruc 
tions that direct the functions of the present invention, 
represent embodiments of the present invention. 

Although various embodiments which incorporate the 
teachings of the present invention have been shown and 
described in detail herein, those skilled in the art can readily 
devise many other varied embodiments that still incorporate 
these teachings. Claims listing steps do not imply any order 
of the steps unless Such order is expressly indicated. All 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A method for selection of a simulation template, 

comprising: 
obtaining a wire length and an associated signal name: 
determining whether the wire length is for a signal 

originating from an embedded core in response to the 
associated signal name, the embedded core being a 
microprocessor, the embedded core having been 
designed separately from a host integrated circuit in 
which the embedded core is embedded; 

if the wire length is not for carrying the signal originating 
from the embedded core, 
Selecting a wire line model for at least one conductive 

line associated with the wire length; 
selecting a driver in at least partial response to the 

associated signal name, the associated signal name 
having signal source information specifying driver 
type used; 

Selecting the simulation template in response to the 
driver selected, the simulation template being one of 
a plurality of simulation templates, the simulation 
template being at the resistor-transistor level; 

iteratively repeating the selecting of the wire line 
model, the driver, and the simulation template for 
each of a plurality of drivers in a circuit; and 

simulating operation of the circuit using each said simu 
lation template selected to generate timing information, 
wherein the circuit is gasket logic for coupling the 
embedded core to circuitry of the host integrated cir 
cuit. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the simu 
lation template is a network list. 

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the network 
list is for an HSpice simulation. 

4. A method for selection of a simulation template, 
comprising: 

obtaining a wire length and an associated signal name: 
determining whether the wire length is for a signal 

originating from an embedded core in response to the 
associated signal name, the embedded core being a 
microprocessor, the embedded core having been 
designed separately from a host integrated circuit in 
which the embedded core is embedded; 

if the wire length is for carrying the signal originating 
from the embedded core, 
determining an adjusted wire length from the wire 

length; 
determining if the adjusted wire length is less than a 

predetermined length; 
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12 
Selecting the simulation template in response to 
whether the adjusted wire length is less than the 
predetermined length, the simulation template being 
at the resistor-transistor level; and 

simulating operation of a circuit using the simulation 
template to generate timing information, the circuit 
being gasket logic for coupling the embedded core to 
circuitry of the host integrated circuit. 

5. The method according to claim 4, further comprising 
setting the adjusted wire length less than the predetermined 
length to the predetermined length. 

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein the step of 
determining the adjusted wire length comprises Subtracting 
a load wire length from the wire length. 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of 
Subtracting comprises converting a capacitive output load of 
the embedded core into the load wire length. 

8. The method according to claim 4, wherein the prede 
termined length is determined from a clock period. 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the clock 
period is converted into the predetermined length in part by 
determining signal propagation delay through at least one 
conductive line. 

10. A method for selection of simulation templates, com 
prising: 

obtaining wire lengths and associated signal names; 
determining whether the wire lengths are for signals 

originating from an embedded core in response to the 
associated signal names, the embedded core being a 
microprocessor, the embedded core having been 
designed separately from a host integrated circuit in 
which the embedded core is embedded; 

for the wire lengths not for carrying the signals originat 
ing from the embedded core which are for carrying 
signaling to the embedded core, 
Selecting wire line models for conductive lines associ 

ated with the wire lengths; 
Selecting from a first group of simulation templates; 

for the wire lengths for carrying the signals originating 
from the embedded core, 
determining adjusted wire lengths from the wire 

lengths; 
determining if the adjusted wire lengths are less than a 

predetermined length; 
Selecting from a second group of simulation templates 

in response to a first portion of the adjusted wire 
lengths being less than the predetermined length; 

Selecting from a third group of simulation templates in 
response to a second portion of the adjusted wire 
lengths not being less than the predetermined length; 
and 

simulating operation of a circuit using the simulation 
templates selected from the first group of simulation 
templates, the second group of simulation templates, 
and the third group of simulation templates to generate 
timing information, the circuit being gasket logic for 
coupling the embedded core to circuitry of the host 
integrated circuit, and the simulation templates selected 
being at the resistor-transistor level. 

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the first 
group of simulation templates, the second group of simula 
tion templates and the third group of simulation templates 
each comprise at least one network list. 

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the at least 
one network list is for HSpice simulation. 
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13. A tangible computer-readable storage medium having 
stored thereon computer-executable instructions for per 
forming a method of selecting simulation templates, the 
method comprising steps of: 

accessing a wire length and an associated signal name: 5 
determining whether the wire length is for a signal 

originating from an embedded core in response to the 
associated signal name, the embedded core being a 
microprocessor, the embedded core having been 
designed separately from a host integrated circuit in 10 
which the embedded core is embedded; 

if the wire length is not for carrying the signal originating 
from the embedded core, 

a. Selecting a wire line model for at least one conductive 
line associated with the wire length; 15 

b. Selecting a driver in at least partial response to the 
associated signal name, the associated signal name 
having signal source information specifying driver type 
used; 

c. Selecting a first simulation template in response to the 20 

14 
f. Selecting a second simulation template in response to 

whether the adjusted wire length is less than the pre 
determined length; 

simulating operation of a circuit using the first simulation 
template selected and the second simulation template 
Selected to generate timing information; 

iteratively repeating steps a, b, and c for selection of a 
plurality of first simulation templates responsive to a 
plurality of drivers in the circuit, the plurality of drivers 
including the driver, 

iteratively repeating steps d, e, and f for selection of a 
plurality of second simulation templates responsive to 
a plurality of wire lengths in the circuit, the plurality of 
wire lengths including the wire length; and 

the simulated operation of the circuit being responsive to 
the plurality of first simulation templates selected and 
the plurality of second simulation templates selected, 
the circuit being gasket logic for coupling the embed 

driver selected; if the wire length is for carrying the 
signal originating from the embedded core, 

d. determining an adjusted wire length from the wire 
length; 

e. determining if the adjusted wire length is less than a 
predetermined length; 

25 

ded core to circuitry of the host integrated circuit, and 
the first plurality of simulation templates and the sec 
ond plurality of simulation templates selected being at 
the resistor-transistor level. 


