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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ROBERT. J. NICHOLSON, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

LOOSE-LEAF BINDER. 

979,087. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 20, 1910. 
Application filed May 14, 1909. Serial No. 495,958. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, ROBERT J. NICHOLSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 

- Illinois, have invented a certain new and 
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useful Improvement in Loose-Leaf Binders, 
of which the following is a full, clear, con 
cise, and exact description, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part of thus specification. 
My invention relates to loose-leaf binders 

of the kind in which two cover portions are 
employed, the cover portions being united 
by binding members that are in threaded 
engagement. 

In the preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion, the threaded binding members which 
are employed are in the form of threaded 
sleeves or posts carried by one of the cover 
portions and screws for engagement with 
the threaded portion of the sleeves or posts 
and carried by the other cover portion. 

It is the object of my invention to guard 
against the separation of those members 
which are adapted for engagement with the 
threaded posts or sleeves from the cover por 
tion carrying the same, whereby when the 
binding members are separated, in order to 
permit of the insertion of leaves within the 
loose-leaf binder, or the removal of such 
leaves, the binding members carried by each 
cover portion are readily adapted to regis 
ter and be engaged with the binding mem 
bers carried by the other cover portion. 

In the preferred embodiment of my in 
vention, employ a holder for the threaded 
posts or sleeves and a holder for the threaded 
elements complemental to Said posts or 
sleeves, these holders being bound within the 
cover portions which are suitably apertured 
to enable the binding members carried by 
the cover portion to reach and have engage 
ment with the binding members carried by 
the other cover portion. The holder for 
the binding members complemental to the 
threaded posts or sleeves are provided with 
means whereby said complemental binding 
members are prevented from being shifted 
materially from their axes of rotation and 
materially from the planes they occupy, so 
that said complemental binding members 
are always in position to be engaged with 
the threaded posts or sleeves and are not 
likely to be lost when the binding members 
are disunited. 
I will explain my invention more fully by 

reference to the accompanying drawing, 
showing the preferred embodiment thereof, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bind 
ing mechanism. Fig. 2 is a view similar to 
Fig. 1, except that the parts are shown in 
Sectional elevation. Fig. 3 is a longitudi 
nal Sectional view through the cover portions 
and a pair of binding members employed to 
unite the cover portions. Fig. 4 is a view 
similar to Fig. 3, except that the cover por 
tions are shown in separated relation. 

Like parts are indicated by similar char 
acters of reference throughout the different figures. 
The cover portions a and b are of any suit 

able formation, and, in the instance illus 
trated in the drawing, are themselves un 
united except through the agency of the 
threaded posts or sleeves a carried by one of 
the covers and the complemental binding 
members d, that are desirably in the form of 
screws that engage the threaded bores of the 
sleeves c. I do not wish to be limited, how 
ever, to a construction in which the cover 
portions a and b depend only upon the mem 
bers a d for uniting the same. In the em 
bodiment of the invention illustrated, the 
cover portion a carries a holding plate or 
holder e upon which the sleeves 6 are mount 
ed, these sleeves being suitably secured in 
any convenient manner, to the holding plate 
e. The cover portion b has a holding plate 
or holder f bound therein, this latter plate 
being apertured to permit the shanks of the 
screws d to pass therethrough, the ends of 
the holding plate f being overturned to over 
lie the slotted heads of the screws (7, suffi 
cient clearance intervening between the over 
lapped ends of the plate f and the balance of 
the plate to prevent the screw heads from 
being bound, the apertures in the plate f 
through which the shanks of the screws of 
pass being also sufficiently large to permit a 
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limited freedom of movement of the shanks 
of the screws g, so that these shanks may be 
brought into register with the threaded bores 
of the sleeves 6. The cloth or other material 
which surrounds the plates or holderse and 
f is suitably apertured to permit the posts or 
sleeves 6 to project through the cover por 
tions, the cover portion b being further aper 
tured to permit of the access of an operating 
tool to the binding members d when it is de 
sired to unite the binding members c and d. 
or to separate the same. When the binding 
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members are separated, the Screws cannot be 
lost, inasmuch as their relationship with the 
cover portion b carrying the same is perma 
nent. 
While I have herein shown and particu 

larly described the preferred embodiment of 
my invention, I do not wish to be limited to 
the precise construction illustrated, as 
changes may readily be made without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent the following:- 

1. A loose leaf binder including cover por 
tions between which loose leaves may be dis 
posed, a post carried by one cover portion, 
acting as a binding member, a complemental 
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binding member carried by the other cover 
portion and adapted to be engaged with and 
separated from the aforesaid binding mem 
ber, and a folded plate for holding the com 
plemental binding member in position with 
respect to the cover portion carrying the 

979,087 

Same, the outermost layer of said folded 
plate being apertured or recessed to permit 
of access therethrough to said complemental 
member. 

2. A loose leaf binder including cover por 
tions between which loose leaves may be dis 
posed, a post carried by one cover portion. 
acting as a binding member, a binding screw 
in threaded engagement with said post and 
carried by the other cover portion, and a 
folded plate for holding the complemental 
binding member in position with respect to 
the cover portion carrying the same, the 
outermost layer of said folded plate being 
apertured or recessed to permit of access 
therethrough to said complemental member. 
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In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe 40 
my name this fifth day of May A. D. 1909. 

ROBERT .J. NICHOILSON. 
Witnesses: 

G. L. CRAGG, 
L. G. STROII. 


