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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josgra J. GRUENDER,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of St. Louis, Missouri, have.invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Table-Leg
Fastenings, of which the following is a speci-
fication containing a full, clear, and exact de-
seription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention relates to table-leg fastenings
for knockdown tables; and it consists in the
novel construction hereinafter described and
claimed.

The object of my invention is to provide an
improved fastener for the legs of knockdown
tables and which shall be very simple and
effective without the usual - necessity for
screwed fastenings, or, in other words, fas-
tening devices which secure the leg in posi-
tion by means of screws which must be with-
drawn in order to detach the leg.

The usual way of setting up knockdown
tables is by inserting one or more screws into
the cross-pieces fastened to the legs, and

‘thereby securing said cross-pieces to the un-

der side of the table-top. With my im-
proved table-leg fastening I do away with all
of such work, and an unskilled workman can
set up a table without the use of any tools,
and this can be done in a few seconds and
gives the shipper the advantage of a more se-
cure, bétter, and cheaper method of crating
knockdown tables. It also obviates damage
in transportation. :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of a table and exhibiting
the under side thereof and having a leg se-
cured in position by means of my improved
fastening. Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view,
the section being taken longitudinally of the
dovetail bar which is carried by the upper
end of the leg.
ing at the end of the dovetail bar and its
guides. TFig. 4 is a perspective view of the
upper end of a table-leg having the dovetail
bar applied thereto. :

1 indicates the table-top, and 2 the table-leg.

- Fixed upon the upper end of the table-leg 2
isadovetail bar 8, which tapers from end toend

© 50 and is beveled on its opposite edges at about

Fig. 8 isa similar view look-

forty-five dégrees, and the beveled edges ex-

tend inwardly from the outer surface of the -

said bar. The outer face of the said bar 3 is
provided with two transverse parallel grooves
4, in which are located short bars of iron 5;
and screws 6 pass through said bars of iron
and through the interposed bar 3 into the leg
2 and securely fasten said parts to the table-
leg. The iron bars 5 also act as reinforce-
ments for the said dovetail bar 3 and prevent
the same from springing or warping later:
ally when strain is thrown upon its beveled
edges during use. It will be observed that
said iron bars 5 or the serews 6 do not project
above the surface of the said dovetail bar, so
that the outer surface of said dovetail bar is
practically smooth and may come in close
contact with the under surface of the table-
top. It will thus be seen that the said iron
bars 5 are countersunk in the outer face of
the said dovetail bar 3 and that the said
serews 6 have their heads countersunk in the
outer face of the said-iron bars, thereby per-
mitting the - construction and function de-
scribed in the immediately-preceding para-
graph; but the principal function of the said
iron bars lies in preventing the heads of said
screws from ‘being pulled through the soft
wood of the said dovetail bar. In other
words, the said iron bars act as metal wash-
ers for the said screw-heads, as well as per-
forming the function of reinforcements for
the said dovetail bar. The said dovetail bar
has a length considerably in excess of the di-
ameter of the said table-leg 2, and the ends
of said bar project a distance beyond the pe-

riphery of said leg, and such construction

permits the said dovetail bar to act as an ef-
fective brace for the said leg when placed in

-the position which it occupies when the table

i set up, and it is clear that were said pro-
jecting ends omitted special braces would be
necessary in order to stiffen the table-leg.
Fixed upon the under surface of the table-
top 1 at the point where the legs are to be
fastened are two-pieces of wood 7 8, which
are beveled on one side to correspond to the
beveled edges of the said dovetail bar 3, and
said pieces 7 and 8 form guides for the said
bar and are fixed in position by means of glue
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and screws 9, the latter being driven through |

said guides into the table-top. Said guides
are secured in position at an angle with rela-
tion to each other corresponding to the taper
of the dovetail bar 3.

The operation is as follows: When it is de-
sired to secure the leg in position, the dove-
tail bar 3 is driven between the two guides 7
8 and secured by means of acommon nail 10,
driven into the under side of the table-top at
the wider end of said dovetail bar, and when
thus located the leg will be securely retained
in position. The top will be relieved fromany
strain upwardly caused by the said dovetail
bar 3, as the said bar will be drawn tightly
against the beveled edges of the said guides
78, and the latter will be clamped rigidly be-
tween the beveled edges of the said bar and
the end of the leg.

My improved table-leg fastening, in addition
to the advantages recited near the beginning
of this specification, permits furniture dealers
to deliver tables in a knockdown condition by
the aid of but one man, who may carry them
to any upper story of a house and set them
up, as the table can be taken up any kind of
stairs and through very narrow doors. The
tables can also be taken apart in a few seconds
by removing the nail 10 and driving out the
dovetail bar 3, which latter operation can be
performed without the aid of any tools. The
fastening is stronger and malkes a table more
rigid than any other device known, to me.

What I claim is—

1. The improved table-leg fastening, com-

772,462,

\

prising the combination with the upper end of
a table-leg, of a dovetail bar secured thereto,
with the ends projecting beyond the periphery
of said leg to brace the same, there being ¢
groove in the face of said bar, ametal bar 5 lo-
cated in said groove, a table-top, two guides
having beveled edges and extending at an angle
with relation to each other and fixed upon the
under side of the table-top, at a suitable dis-
tance apart to receive said dovetail bar, and
serews passing through said metal bar and
through said dovetail bar into the table-leg,
substantially as described.

9. The improved table-leg fastening, com-
prising the combination with the upper end of
a table-leg, of a dovetail bar secured thereto
with its ends projecting beyond the periphery
of sald leg to brace the same, there heing paral-
lel grooves in the face of said bar, metal bars
5 located in said grooves and extending trans-
versely of said bar, a table-top, two guides
having beveled edges and extending at an angle
with relation to each other and fixed upon the
under side of the table-top at a suitable dis-
tance apart to receive said dovetail bar, and
serews passing through said metal bars and
through said dovetail bar into the table-leg,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

JOSEPH J. GRUENDER

Witnesses:

F. C. CrIsLER,
Joux C. Higpox.
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