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To all whom it may concern.:
Beitknownthat I, SEYMOUR ORANE, of Dal-
ton, in the county of Berkshire and State of
Massachusetts, have invented anew and use-
ful Improvement in Stamp-Canceling Ma-
chines, of which the following is a specifica-

tion. -

The object of my invention is to provide a
postage-stamp-canceling machine in which a
quantity of envelops bearing uncanceled
stamps may be placed in the machine and
may be automatically canceled and removed
one by one from the machine.

A further object is to provide a machine in
which the pressure of the envelops against
the stamp-canceling roll may be maintained
at the desired amount until the last envelop
is canceled and removed therefrom.

A practical embodiment of my invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1isaside view of the machine. Tig.
21is a longitudinal vertical section showing
the parts in the positions which they assume
when a quantity of envelops are in position
to be canceled. Fig. 3isasimilar view show-
ing the parts in the position which they as-
sume when only a few letters are left, and
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the machine with
a quantity of letters shown in their position
therein.

The body of the machine consists of a suit-
able bottom A and sides ¢ ¢/, uprising there-
from. " The bottom A is preferably made to
slant downwardly toward the stamp-cancel-
ing roll by means of suitable spacing:legs a?,
inserted under the end of the bottom A far-
thest away from the stamp-canceling roll.
The chute formed by the bottom A and the
sides a a' is of sufficient width to receive en-
velops of any width therein.

A false bottom A’ for supporting the en-
velops to be canceled is hinged at its forward
end to the main bottom A at a point a?, and
the said false bottom A’ is automatically
forced upwardly to increase its degree of in-
clination as the weight of the letters decreases
by means of a suitable spring B, inserted be-
tween it and the bottom A. The spring B is
of sufficient strength to keep the envelops at
all times pressing against the stamp-cancel-
ing roller.

The stamp-canceling roller is denoted by
C and is mounted to rotate with a suitable
axle ¢, which in turn is mounted in suitable
bearings in the side walls o ¢’ of the chute
near its forward end. The said axle cis pro-
vided exterior to the side wall ¢’ with a suit-
able operating crank-handle ¢' for rotating
the said stamp-canceling roll. The stamp-
caneceling roll C is provided near one end and
part way around its circumference with a
suitable canceling-die D and dating-die d.
These canceling-dies are in the present in-
stance located near the side wall C in posi-
tion to erigage the stamps upon the envelops
as they are presented one after another.

A suitable ink-supply roll E is mounted in
position to supply ink to the face of the can-
celing-dies at every revolution of the stamp-
canceling roll C. - The said ink-feeding roll
E isheld yieldingly at the limjt of its forward
movement toward the dies, so as to press with
the required degree of strength against the
face of the said diesin the following manner:
A swinging eross-piece or partition Fis hinged
at its upper end at f to the sides of the chute
and in proximity to the face of the canceling-
roll C. The said cross-piece is provided with
suitable ink-trough e, in which is mounted
the ink-supply roll E. A suitable spring £’
is secured to one of the side walls—in the
present instance the wall ¢—in position to
yieldingly hold the said cross-piece in posi-
tion to press the inking-roll E toward the face
of the roll C. This spring-cushion /' in the
present instance is shown as a block of rubber
or other suitable yielding material.

I provide the stamp-canceling roll C with

 suitable means for positively drawing the

front envelop of the stack out from its posi-
tion at the same time that the canceling-dies
are caused to engage the face of the envelop
for canceling the stamp. The means shown
in the accompanying drawings are series of
pins or teeth G, located about the same dis-
tance around the circumference of the roll C
as the dies D and d.

Suitable guards H are secured to the bot-
tom A and have upwardly-turned ends % for
keeping the envelops properly stacked in po-
sition along their lower edges and to prevent
them from sliding under the stamp-canceling
roll,
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A suitable weight I may be placed at the
back of the stack of envelops in position to
travel along down the inclined bottom A’ as
the envelops are canceled and removed one
by one. ‘

In operation the envelops which it is de-
sired to cancel are stacked within the chute
and upon the inclined bottom with their
stamps in the proper position to be engaged
by the canceling device on the canceling-roll
C. If desired, the weight I may then be
placed at the rear of the stack. The operat-
ing-handle ¢' is then rotated in the direction
indicated by the arrow in Fig. 1, the first part
of the rotary movement of the handle caus-
ing the canceling-dies D d to be engaged with
the inking-roller E for positively supplying
them with the caneceling-ink. The further
rotary movement of the handle ¢’ will cause
the roller C to rotate around to a position
where the canceling-dies will begin to engage
the front envelop at a point near its top and
middle portion. - Astheroll C is still further

- rotated the pins ¢ will begin to engage the
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envelop and positively draw it upwardly and
forwardly as the canceling-dies travel along
the face of the envelop and over the stamp or
stamps thereon. The further movement of
the roll Cwill eject the envelop entirely from
the machine, when the next envelop will pre-
sent itself into position to be engaged by the
nextrevolution of the said roll. Asthe stack

of envelops grows smaller the bottom A’ grad--

ually increases its degree of inclination be-
cause of the spring B, and the envelops will
thereby be held at all times against the face
of the canceling-roll C with the desired de-
gree of pressure.

. It will further be seen that the canceling-
dies are freshly inked for each cancellation.
It will further be seen that the machine may
be made to accommodate a greater or lesser

-number of envelops and that it will readily

receive envelops of any size within reasonable
proportions.

It is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the construction and arrange-
ment of the several parts without departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention.
Hence Ido not wish tolimit myself strictly to
the struciure herein set forth, but

What I claim is—

1. A stamp-canceling machine comprising
a canceling-roll, a chute for receiving a stack
of envelops, the said chute having an incline
bottom for directing the envelops flatwise
against the roll, and a canceling-die and en-
velop-withdrawing means carried by the roll
in position to simultaneously cancel the front
envelop of the stack and positively withdraw
itfrom the stack asthe rollis rotated, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. A stamp-canceling machine, comprising
a chute, a canceling-roll mounted therein, a
bottom, upon which the stack of envelops is
adapted to rest, hinged within the chute, and
means for engaging said bottom for automat-
icallyincreasing its angle of inclination as the
stack decreases in size for directing the en-
velops against the .canceling-roll with the re-
quired degree of pressure, substantially as
set forth.

3. A stamp-canceling machine, comprising
a canceling-roll,a chute for receiving the stack
of envelops and directing them against the
roll, a canceling-die upon the roll, and a se-
ries of pins on the roll; the said pins and die
being so arranged that as the roll is rotated,
the front envelop of the stack is canceled and
positivelyremoved, substantially asset forth.
SEYMOUR CRANE.

-Witnesses:
WiLriaM H. Leg,
M. B. WARNER.
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