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(57) ABSTRACT 

Systems and methods for providing and promoting televi 
Sion programming, advertisements, and other content to 
Selected viewers. A display is provided on a remote control 
device, prompts are provided on the display, and viewer 
responses to those prompts are monitored, Stored in memory, 
and thereafter processed to reward Viewers for responding 
properly to the prompts. Various methods for promoting 
Such programs are also described. 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR AWARDING 
AFFINITY POINTS BASED UPON REMOTE 

CONTROL USAGE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation-in-part of 
copending application Ser. No. 08/080,315, filed on May 15, 
1998, which is a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No. 
08/999,716, filed on Oct. 6, 1997, which is a continuation of 
application Ser. No. 08/823,507 filed on Mar. 24, 1997. The 
disclosures of each of the above-listed applications are 
incorporated fully herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates generally to televi 
Sion Systems and the Internet and, more particularly, to 
Systems and methods for effectively promoting television 
programming, for developing viewership loyalty within 
Selected demographic groups, and for Selectively delivering 
advertising, promotional, and other content to television 
Viewers desiring Such content. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0.003 Recently, substantial attention has been directed to 
the field of digital cable television Systems, the Internet, and 
to methods of promoting and utilizing various types of 
advertising and programming content provided on Such 
Systems. 

0004 For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,855,008, issued to 
Goldhaber et al. on Dec. 29, 1998, describes an approach for 
distributing advertising and other information over a com 
puter network, such as the Internet. The Goldhaber, et al. 
008 patent defines “attention brokerage” as the business of 
buying and Selling the “attention' of consumers, and States 
that attention brokerage can be used to provide direct, 
immediate payment to a consumer for paying attention to an 
advertisement or other information. The patent further States 
that the compensation may be used directly or indirectly to 
compensate the owners of content or may be used for other 
purposes, and that a link between an advertisement and a 
Selected viewer group may be provided by reference to a 
database of digitally-Stored demographic profiles of poten 
tial users. The Goldhaber, et al. ’008 patent also states that 
certain advertisements may be viewed as “negatively 
priced' information because consumers are paid for their 
attention to the information, and that a Special icon or other 
Symbol displayed on a computer Screen may represent 
compensation and allow users to choose whether they will 
View an ad or other information and receive the associated 
compensation. 

0005 U.S. Pat. No. 5,794,210, issued to Goldhaber, et al. 
on Aug. 11, 1998, also is directed to various categories of 
attention brokerage using the internet. 
0006. Like the Goldhaber, et al. patents, U.S. Pat. No. 
5,781,894, issued to Petrecca, et al. on Jul. 14, 1998, 
describes various Systems and methods for advertising on 
personal computers. The described System allows a user to 
choose to activate an advertising System in return for receiv 
ing Some type of compensation. 
0007 Turning now more toward the realm of television 
advertising, U.S. Pat. No. 5,532,732, issued to Yuen, et al. on 
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Jul. 2, 1996, describes an apparatus and method for using 
compressed codes to monitor television program viewing. 
The patent describes how an audience monitoring System 
may determine whether a television is turned on, and how 
the System may monitor channel Selections and the times at 
which the selections were made. Data descriptive of the 
channel Selections and the times of those Selections is then 
downloaded, for example over a telephone line, to a central 
database. 

0008 U.S. Pat. No. 5,907,322, issued to Kelly et al. on 
May 25, 1999, describes a television event marking system. 
The described System Stores one or more broadcast event 
identifiers within an activity table and, thereafter, processes 
the stored event-identifier data with a database of TV 
Schedules, events, and company information to identify one 
or more Internet websites that may be of interest to a viewer. 
Hotlinks to those website addresses are then provided to the 
Viewer via the System or a personal computer. 

0009 U.S. Pat. No. 5,500,681, issued to Jones on Mar. 
19, 1996, describes an apparatus and method for generating 
product coupons in response to televised offers. AS described 
in the Jones 681 patent, coupon information is Stored in a 
memory at a cable television Station, and the cable television 
Station transmits multiple video signals, each representing a 
different Source of television programming, over multiple 
television channels on a cable network. A video signal may, 
at times, Such as during a product advertisement or other 
offer, include an embedded coupon identifier. A coupon 
Subsystem at the cable television Station monitors each video 
Signal and retrieves token information from a database when 
it detects a corresponding embedded token identifier. The 
coupon information is transmitted over a data channel on the 
cable network, and a Subscriber unit at the television View 
er's site receives the data channel and extracts the coupon 
information. The television programming audibly or visu 
ally alerts the viewer that the coupon may be generated, and 
if the viewer actuates an input device, Such as a button on a 
television remote control unit, a printer generates a coupon 
bearing the coupon information. 
0010 U.S. Pat. No. 5,287,181, issued to Holman on Feb. 
15, 1994, describes an electronic coupon generating System. 
Within the system, a decoder includes a display driver for 
displaying indicia on a television monitor Screen responsive 
to coupon-related data that is encoded in a television Signal 
transmission. Upon observing the indicia on the television 
monitor Screen, the user can manually and Selectively extract 
coupon-related data from the television Signal transmission. 
The extracted coupon-related data may be Stored on a 
recording medium Such as a magnetically Striped card or, 
alternatively, may be used to generate a coupon at the 
location of the television viewer. 

0011 U.S. Pat. No. 5,128,752, issued to Von Kohorn on 
Jul. 7, 1992, is directed to systems and methods for gener 
ating coupons or tokens within the home of a television 
Viewer. The described System includes broadcastings at a 
central location for transmitting electronic program Signals 
that have product information and token redemption infor 
mation embedded therein. Token generating units are pro 
Vided at various member locations and provide users with 
the ability to generate coupons or tokens at those locations. 
0012 While the foregoing patents describe numerous 
methodologies for providing advertising and/or coupon 
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information to Selected individuals or demographic groups 
via a cable television network or the Internet, the described 
Systems Suffer from Several disadvantages. First, many of 
the Systems require that current programming content pro 
Vided to a viewer on a television Screen or computer monitor 
be interrupted while advertising or other promotional con 
tent is provided on the Screen or monitor. This, tends to 
irritate television viewers and computer users and, therefore, 
reduces the effectiveness of any advertising or promotional 
content that has been provided. Similarly, the Systems 
described above do not allow for advertising or promotional 
content to be Selectively delivered to a viewer in a manner 
that is responsive in real time to viewer channel or content 
selections. Nor do the systems described above allow for the 
effective promotion of television viewership affinity awards 
programs or “watch-and-win” programs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0013 In one particularly innovative aspect, the present 
invention is directed to improved Systems and methods for 
providing advertising and promotional content to television 
Viewers and, in particular, to various Systems and methods 
for implementing Simultaneously within a cable System or 
other broadcast network a plurality of affinity awards pro 
grams or watch-and-win programs, each associated with a 
particular television channel, program, or timeslot. 
0.014 For example, in accordance with one embodiment 
of the present invention, a display is provided on a remote 
control device, and advertising and promotional content is 
Selectively provided on the display based, at least in part, 
upon a current channel or television program that a user of 
the remote control device has Selected and is viewing. Thus, 
it is possible in accordance with the present invention to 
Selectively provide advertising and promotional content to a 
television viewer in real time and in response to channel 
selections that the user has made. This allows for “affinity 
awards' programs to be associated with a Specific television 
channel, program, or timeslot within a twenty-four (24) our 
period, and allows for multiple affinity awards programs to 
be run on the remote control device at any given time. Such 
programs may take many forms, but a “watch and win’ 
format is presently preferred. In Such a format, a viewer will 
be rewarded for interacting with the remote control device in 
a predetermined manner. For example, following the provi 
Sion of a prompt on the display of the remote control device, 
inputs to the remote control device may be monitored, and 
data corresponding to those inputs and associated times of 
entry may be Stored within a memory for contemporaneous 
or later processing by a content provider, Such that the user 
of the remote control device may be rewarded for Selecting 
a channel at a specific time or within a Selected period of 
time, or alternatively, may be rewarded for not changing a 
channel within the Selected period. 
0.015. In alternative embodiments, questions about cur 
rent programming or advertisements may be provided on the 
Screen of the remote control device, and a viewer may be 
rewarded for providing proper responses to the questions. 
The viewer, if he or she so desires, also may be provided via 
the Screen on the remote control device with additional 
information about television advertisements or other con 
tent. Or, the viewer may “bookmark” an advertisement and 
thereby provide an indication to a content provider that the 
Viewer would be interested in receiving additional informa 
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tion about a product contained, for example, in an adver 
tisement or, alternatively, would be interested in receiving a 
Sample of Such a product. 
0016. In another innovative aspect, the present invention 
is directed to various Systems and methods for promoting 
affinity awards programs using a remote control unit or an 
asSociated program guide. In one presently preferred form, 
a program guide is provided on a display device, and Visual 
indicators are provided within the program guide to identify 
those television channels, programs, networks, or timeslots 
that are affiliated with a Selected affinity awards program or 
watch-and-win game. The display device preferably is pro 
Vided on a remote control device, but also may comprise a 
television Set or monitor that is associated with the remote 
control device. 

0017. In alternative embodiments, the visual indicators 
may be included within, for example, banners incorporated 
in program marquees. Marquees are provided on Screens, for 
example, when digital cable Systems effect a channel 
change. AS the content for the newly Selected channel is 
decompressed, a marquee indicating the channel Selected, 
asSociated network, and currently running program is gen 
erally provided on the television Screen. In accordance with 
the present invention, an affinity awards or watch-and-win 
banner may be provided within a marquee provided on a 
television Screen or, more preferably, on the display of a 
remote control device. In alternative embodiments, a tone or 
other audio or visual indicator may accompany the affinity 
awards or watch-and-win banner within a marquee. 
0018. Other objects and features of the present invention 
will become apparent from consideration of the following 
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0019 FIG. 1 is an illustration of a remote control device 
in accordance with a preferred form of the present invention. 
0020 FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a basic program 
ming Sequence used within an affinity awards program in 
accordance with a preferred form of the present invention. 
0021 FIG. 3 is an illustration of a screen of a program 
guide including an indicator denoting an affiliation of a 
program with an affinity awards program or watch-and-win 
program in accordance with the present invention. 
0022 FIG. 4 is an illustration of a marquee that may be 
provided on a display of a remote control device or associ 
ated television Set in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0023 Turning now to the drawings, FIG. 1 provides an 
illustration of a remote control device 12 in accordance with 
a preferred form of the present invention. The Structure and 
operation of the remote control device 12 is described in 
detail in copending application Ser. No. 09/080,315, entitled 
“Program Guide on a Remote Control Display,” which is 
incorporated fully herein by reference. 
0024 Turning now also to FIG. 2, an affinity awards or 
watch-and-win program in accordance with the present 
invention may be implemented using the remote control 
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device 12 shown in FIG. 1. To implement such a program, 
a television viewing guide, asSociated channel map, and one 
or more promotional or advertising content data files are 
downloaded to a memory (not shown) provided within the 
remote control device 12 (step 110). The remote control 
device will then generally remain dormant (e.g., in a sleep 
State) until a television viewer picks up the remote control 
device 12 and enters via a key pad 15 an instruction causing 
the remote control device 12 to wake up and turn “on” an 
associated television Set (not shown) and, for example, an 
asSociated cable television or Satellite television tuner or 
descrambler box (also not shown). Upon detecting that the 
television set and cable or satellite TV box have been turned 
“on” (step 112), the remote control device 12 will determine 
the current channel that is being watched by the viewer (Step 
114). This may be done, for example, by incorporating a 
channel selection instruction within the cable box turn “on” 
procedure or, alternatively, by retrieving from memory data 
indicating the last channel that was Selected before the cable 
box (not shown) and television set (not shown) were turned 
“off.” Once the current channel has been determined, data 
from the channel map within the program guide may be used 
to Select an advertisement, watch-and-win prompt, or other 
content for depiction on the display 14 of the remote control 
device 12 (Step 116), and the advertisement, prompt, or other 
content may be depicted on the display 14 (step 118). 
0.025 In the event that a prompt is provided on the 
display 14, the remote control device 12 then will monitor 
user inputs entered via the key pad 15 to determine whether 
the viewer follows the instructions provided in the prompt 
(step 120). The viewer may be prompted, for example, to 
Select a channel at a predetermined time, or within a 
predetermined period of time, or alternatively, may be 
prompted to remain on the current channel (i.e., do nothing) 
for a predetermined period of time. To determine whether 
the viewer has followed the instructions provided in the 
prompt, the remote control device 12 will monitor and Store 
any entries made by the viewer along with data correspond 
ing to the times that the entries were made. The viewer 
response data then may be downloaded via the cable System, 
or another network, to a central database (Step 122). The data 
Stored in the database may then be processed, and the 
Viewer's channel Selection or other activity, or inactivity, 
may be verified (step 124). Finally, if the prompt was related 
to an affinity awards program or to a watch-and-win game, 
the viewer's account for that program or game may be 
credited in a proper manner, for example, by awarding 
points to the account. (step 126). 
0026. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the 
methodology described above requires the following basic 
Steps: using a Screen on a remote control device, prompting 
a viewer to take an action (or to refrain from taking an 
action); verifying that the action has been taken; and pro 
Viding the viewer with a reward for taking the action. Those 
skilled in the art will further appreciate that numerous 
variations of this innovative methodology may be imple 
mented using a remote control device of the type described 
herein. For example, in alternative forms, a viewer may be 
prompted to answer one or more questions about a Selected 
television program, advertisement, or other content, that is 
provided either on the display 14 of the remote control 
device 12 or on an associated television set (not shown), and 
the user may be rewarded for providing the response. The 
response may take the form of an evaluation or rating of the 
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program, advertisement, or content that has been provided to 
the viewer, or the response might require the use, analysis, 
or memory of information provided in the program, adver 
tisement, or other content. AS an example, the Viewer may 
be prompted to enter a numeric value corresponding to a 
level of Satisfaction with a current television program or 
advertisement, or the user may be prompted to cast a vote for 
or against legislative measure discussed on the news. Thus, 
the Systems and methods of the present invention allow for 
broadcasters, advertisers, and the like to obtain tremendous 
amounts of feedback from the viewing public without inter 
rupting current programming, and further allow for adver 
tisements to be tailored to specific groups of viewers based 
upon numerous variables including, for example, currently 
playing programs or advertisements, various types of demo 
graphic data, and responses to prior prompts or participation 
in prior watch-and-win-games. 
0027 Those skilled in the art will appreciate that, in 
another innovative aspect, the present invention allows for 
multiple affinity awards programs, watch-and-win pro 
grams, or other advertising or promotional programs to be 
run on the remote control device 12 at any given time. This 
capability is enabled by providing a clock and a program 
guide memory Storage facility within each remote control 
device 12. Moreover, the use of a clock and Stored program 
guide allows for various affinity awards and watch-and-win 
programs, or other content, to be associated with a particular 
channel, network, or timeslot, and therefore, allows for 
different programs, etc., to be associated with different 
channels and/or timeslots. This will allow for watch-and 
win programs associated with different channels and com 
mon timeslots to compete with one another, because the 
content to be provided on the display of the remote control 
device may be selected based, in part, upon the channel 
currently Selected and the current time of day. 
0028. In other innovative embodiments, a television 
Viewer may “bookmark” a television program, advertise 
ment, or other content that is provided on the Screen 14 of 
the remote control device 12 or, alternatively, on the Screen 
of an associated television Set. To bookmark an advertise 
ment, the viewer might depress the “Info' key or a desig 
nated “bookmark' key provided on the remote control 
device 14 and, thereby, cause to be stored within the memory 
(not shown) of the remote control device 12 an indication 
that the viewer would be interested in receiving additional 
information about a product or Service shown in an adver 
tisement or, alternatively, that the viewer would be interested 
in receiving a Sample of the product described or a coupon 
relating to the product described. The Stored data may then 
be downloaded to a central database (not shown) in, for 
example, the form of a recorded Viewing log, and the 
downloaded information may be processed to ensure that the 
Viewer is provided with the requested information, Samples, 
or product. 
0029. Alternatively, a “bookmarking” feature in accor 
dance with the present invention may provide a user with 
additional information about an advertisement or program in 
real time. For example, where an advertisement is provided 
on the screen 14 of the remote control device 12, the 
advertisement may comprise Several portions that are Stored 
within the memory of the remote control device 12 and may 
be selectively accessed depending upon the interest of the 
viewer. An interested viewer could, therefore, “drill down” 
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through a Series of advertisements at his or her discretion 
depending upon the content provided. Alternatively, the 
remote control unit 12 could be configured to upload addi 
tional advertising information from an associated tap 
antenna (not shown), cable television box, or Serial link to a 
personal computer or telephone, upon the entry of Such a 
request by the television viewer. 

0030 Turning now also to FIG. 3, in another innovative 
aspect, the present invention is directed to various methods 
for promoting viewer affinity awards and watch-and-win 
programs. In Such embodiments, an icon, Symbol, or other 
indicator 200 may be provided within a screen of a program 
guide 210 adjacent television program listings, channels, or 
network call letters to designate that an affinity awards 
program or watch-and-win program is associated with a 
particular television Show, timeslot or network. An exem 
plary program guide Screen 210 incorporating a watch-and 
win indicator 200 is shown in FIG. 3. In one particularly 
innovative aspect, an award indicator 200 provided within a 
guide 210 provided on the display 14 of the remote control 
device 12 may be associated with an embedded or under 
lying program description downloaded to the remote control 
device 12, such that the viewer may obtain additional 
information about the program via the display 14. 

0.031 Similarly, in alternative embodiments shown, for 
example, in FIG. 4, the logo, symbol, or indicator 300 
denoting an affiliation with an affinity awards program or 
watch-and-win program may be provided within a marquee 
310 that is provided on the display 14 of the remote control 
device 12 when a particular channel is Selected. AS Shown in 
FIG. 4, the marquee 310 may include a channel indication, 
the network call letters associated with the channel, the title 
of the content running on the channel, and a watch-and-win 
indicator 300. The marquee also may be provided on the 
Screen of an associated television Set when, for example, a 
digital cable television box Switches from one channel to 
another. 

0.032 Finally, in still another innovative aspect, the 
present invention is directed to the use of “forced' or 
“direct' tuning methodologies within television advertising 
or program distribution Systems. Direct tuning involves 
transmitting Specific channel Select signals to a broadcast, 
cable or Satellite television tuning box in response to all 
channel Select inputs that may be entered into a remote 
control device by a user. For example, if a cable television 
tuning box is Set to channel 4, and the user of a remote 
control unit employing a direct tuning protocol pushes the 
channel up button on the remote control device, the remote 
control device will transmit a signal denoting "Select chan 
nel 5’ to the cable television tuning box rather than trans 
mitting a “channel up' signal. This allows for a channel 
Selection log to be readily compiled in response to viewer 
channel Selection activity and, importantly, allows affinity 
awards programs and watch-and-win programs in accor 
dance with the present invention to accurately monitor 
Viewer input Sequences to determine whether or not a 
Selected viewer follows instructions provided within a given 
prompt or advertising message. 

0.033 Preferably, the direct tuning capability is achieved 
through the use of a program guide, an associated channel 
map, and a programming Signal database, often referred to 
in the art as an “R-byte” file or “IR command table,” that are 
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downloaded to the remote control device 12. The program 
guide and channel map function to show a viewer what 
programs are available on Selected channels within prede 
termined timeslots, and the programming Signal database 
provides a link between the listed channels and the Signals 
that are used for their Selection. For example, depending 
upon the system used, channel “4” corresponding to NBC 
may be selected by transmitting a “4” Signal, a “04 Signal, 
a “04 enter Signal, or an “enter 04' signal to an associated 
cable TV box. Timing of the transmissions also may vary 
depending upon the configuration of the receiver or tuner 
with which the remote control device 12 operates. It may be 
noted that, where a remote control device 12 does not 
include a display 14, direct tuning may be effected using 
only a channel map and a programming Signal database. 
0034 Preferably, a plurality of channel maps and pro 
gramming Signal databases may be downloaded to or Stored 
within the memory of each remote control device 12, as the 
use of multiple databases allows a single remote control 
device 12 to work with any of a number of cable, satellite, 
or other signal distribution Systems, So long as the remote 
control device 12 is properly configured at Set-up. This also 
allow, for example, cable broadcast networks to reassign 
channels without effecting hardware replacements, as any 
necessary changes may be reflected in the program guide 
and channel map for the relevant area. 
0035 While the invention is susceptible to various modi 
fications and alternative forms, Specific examples thereof 
have been shown by way of example in the drawings and are 
herein described in detail. It should be understood, however, 
that the invention is not to be limited to the particular forms 
or methods disclosed, but to the contrary, the invention is to 
cover all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling 
within the Spirit and Scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for Selecting advertising content associated 

with television programming, Said method comprising the 
Steps of 

using a remote control unit and a direct tuning method to 
Select a channel for viewing on an associated television 
Set, 

Storing an indication of Said channel Selection within Said 
remote control unit; and 

using Said Stored channel indication to Select an adver 
tisement for depiction on a display provided on Said 
remote control unit. 

2. A method for promoting television content, Said method 
comprising the Steps of: 

depicting on a display provided on a remote control unit 
advertising content including an offer for an award of 
affinity points based upon a predetermined user input 
Sequence to Said remote control unit; 

monitoring user inputs to Said remote control unit; and 
in response to detecting Said predetermined user input 

Sequence, awarding Said affinity points to an account of 
Said user. 

3. A method for promoting television content, Said method 
comprising the Steps of: 
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prompting a user of a remote control device to make a 
television channel Selection by displaying predeter 
mined content on a display of Said remote control 
device; and 

monitoring channel Selections of Said user to determine 
whether said user Selects a particular channel in 
response to Said prompting. 

4. A method for promoting television content, Said method 
comprising the Steps of: 

Selecting for viewing on a television Set predetermined 
content, 

displaying on a viewing Screen of a remote control device 
a question relating to Said predetermined content; 

allowing a user to respond to Said question using Said 
remote control device; and 

recording a response of Said user to Said question. 
5. The method of claim 4 wherein said predetermined 

content comprises television programming content. 
6. The method of claim 4 wherein said predetermined 

content comprises advertising content. 
7. A method for promoting television content, Said method 

comprising the Steps of: 
providing on a display of a remote control device pro 

motional content designed to encourage a television 
Viewer to view Selected media content on an associated 
television set, 

providing on Said display of Said remote control device 
one or more questions relating to Said Selected media 
content, 

allowing a user of Said remote control device to respond 
to Said one or more questions using Said remote control 
device; and 

Storing in a memory data indicative of a response of Said 
user to Said one or more questions. 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein said selected media 
content comprises television programming content. 

9. The method of claim 7 wherein said selected media 
content comprises advertising content. 

10. A method for promoting television content, Said 
method comprising the Steps of 

depicting at a preselected time on a display of a remote 
control device content designed to encourage a user of 
Said remote control device to Select a particular channel 
on an associated television Set a later time, 

monitoring Said channel Selections of Said user using Said 
remote control device; and 

awarding affinity points to an account of Said user if Said 
user Selects Said particular channel at Said later time. 

11. A method for promoting television content, Said 
method comprising the Steps of 

using a display provided on a remote control unit, prompt 
ing a user of the remote control unit to take a prede 
termined action; 

monitoring inputs to Said remote control device over a 
predetermined time to Verify whether or not said user 
has taken Said predetermined action; and 
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upon verifying that Said user has taken Said action, 
providing Said user with an award. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said predetermined 
action is Selected from the group of initiating a channel 
change or not initiating a channel change using Said remote 
control device. 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein said step of moni 
toring further comprises the Step of recording in a memory 
of Said remote control device a record of user input actions 
and times associated with Said user input actions. 

14. A method for providing advertising or other content to 
a television viewer, Said method comprising the Steps of 

providing on a display of a remote control device an 
advertisement and instructions for receiving additional 
information based upon a predetermined user input to 
the remote control device; 

monitoring over a Selected period of time user inputs to 
Said remote control device to determine whether Said 
user has entered into Said remote control device Said 
predetermined user input, and 

upon detecting Said predetermined user input, providing 
on Said display Said additional information. 

15. A method for providing advertising or other content to 
a television viewer, Said method comprising the Steps of 

providing on a display of a remote control device an 
advertisement and instructions for receiving a plurality 
of sets of additional information based upon predeter 
mined Sets of user inputs to the remote control device; 

monitoring over a Selected period of time user inputs to 
Said remote control device to determine whether Said 
user has entered into Said remote control device any 
one of Said predetermined user inputs, and 

upon detecting one of Said predetermined user inputs, 
providing on Said display additional information cor 
responding to Said detected one of Said predetermined 
user inputs. 

16. A method for promoting a television viewership 
affinity awards program, Said method comprising the Steps 
of: 

providing a program guide on a display device, and 

providing one or more visual indicators within Said pro 
gram guide, Said visual indicators identifying one or 
more television programs that are affiliated with an 
affinity points award program. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein said display device 
comprises a television monitor. 

18. The method of claim 16, wherein said display device 
comprises a display Screen provided on a remote control 
device. 

19. A method for promoting a television viewership 
affinity awards program, Said method comprising the Steps 
of: 

providing a program guide on a display device, Said 
program guide including a program listing and an 
affinity points award listing, and 

allowing a user of Said display device to Select for 
depiction on Said display device either Said program 
listing or said affinity points award listing. 
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20. The method of claim 19, wherein said display device 
comprises a television monitor. 

21. The method of claim 19, wherein said display device 
comprises a display Screen provided on a remote control 
device. 

22. A method for promoting a television viewership 
affinity awards program, Said method comprising the Steps 
of: 

providing on a viewing Screen a pop-up marquee associ 
ated with a television program, and 

including within Said marquee an indication that Said 
television program is associated with an affinity awards 
program. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein said indication that 
Said television program is associated within an affinity 
awards program is provided within a banner comprising a 
portion of Said marquee, and content within Said banner is 
variable based upon Stored data identifying a current channel 
selected by said viewer. 

24. The method of claim 22, wherein said indication that 
Said television program is associated with an affinity awards 
program comprises a mark associated with Said program. 

25. A method for promoting a television viewership 
affinity awards program, Said method comprising the Steps 
of: 

providing on a viewing Screen a pop-up marquee associ 
ated with a television program, 

including within Said marquee an indication that Said 
television program is associated with an affinity awards 
program, and 

asSociating with Said marquee a tone to be provided by a 
tone generator of one of a remote control device or a 
television Set associated with Said remote control 
device, upon a depiction of Said marquee on Said 
Viewing Screen. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein said viewing screen 
comprises a Screen provided on Said remote control device. 

27. The method of claim 25, wherein said Screen com 
prises a viewing Screen of Said television Set. 

28. A method for enabling a television user to obtain 
additional information related to Selected content provided 
on a television Set, Said method comprising the Steps of: 

maintaining within a memory of a remote control device 
a channel Selection log, Said channel Selection log 
comprising a listing of channels Selected by a user, 
times upon which Said channels were Selected, and one 
or more bookmark indicators, 

allowing a user of Said remote control device to Select one 
or more channels for viewing on an associated televi 
Sion Set using Said remote control device and a direct 
tuning methodology; 

allowing Said user of Said remote control device to enter 
into Said channel Selection log one or more of Said 
bookmark indicators, Said bookmark indicatorS denot 
ing that Said user of Said remote control device would 
like to receive additional information with respect to 
Selected content provided on Said television Set at a 
predetermined time; and 

downloading Said channel Selection log to a database and 
thereafter identifying any Stored bookmark indicators 
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present within Said database, Such that Said additional 
information may be provided to Said user. 

29. A method for enabling a television user to obtain 
additional information related to Selected content provided 
on a television Set, Said method comprising the Steps of: 

maintaining within a memory a channel Selection log, Said 
channel Selection log comprising a listing of channels 
Selected by a user of a remote control device, times 
upon which said channels were Selected, and one or 
more bookmark indicators, 

allowing a user of Said remote control device to Select one 
or more channels for viewing on Said television Set 
using Said remote control device and a direct tuning 
methodology; 

allowing Said user of Said remote control device to enter 
into Said channel Selection log one or more of Said 
bookmark indicators, Said bookmark indicatorS denot 
ing that Said user of Said remote control device would 
like to receive additional information with respect to 
Selected content provided on Said television Set at a 
predetermined time; and 

downloading Said channel Selection log to a database and 
thereafter identifying any Stored bookmark indicators 
present within Said database, Such that Said additional 
information may be provided to Said user. 

30. An apparatus comprising: 

a remote control unit comprising a display, transmitter and 
receiver circuitry for transmitting Signals to an associ 
ated television monitor and receiving Signals from a 
program guide data transmission Source, a micropro 
ceSSor, and memory, 

Said microprocessor controlling Said display and Said 
transmitter and receiver circuitry, and 

Said memory having Stored therein a program that, when 
executed by Said microprocessor, allows for advertising 
and promotional content to be Selected for depiction on 
Said display based upon a predetermined relationship 
between Said advertising and promotional content and 
a channel indicator Stored within Said memory. 

31. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein said advertising 
and promotional content comprises an advertisement pro 
moting television content on a channel other than a channel 
corresponding to Said channel indicator. 

32. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein Said advertising 
and promotional content comprises one or more questions 
corresponding to television content on a channel corre 
sponding to Said channel indicator. 

33. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein said advertising 
and promotional content comprises an offer of an award for 
Selecting at a predetermined time a channel other than a 
channel corresponding to Said channel indicator. 

34. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein said advertising 
and promotional content comprises an offer of an award for 
Selecting at a predetermined time a channel corresponding to 
Said channel indicator. 

35. A method for promoting television programming, Said 
method comprising the Steps of 

using a remote control device tracking channel Selections 
made by a television viewer; 
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Storing within a memory provided in Said remote control 
device a channel Selection log comprising a listing of 
channels Selected by Said user and times upon which 
Said channels were Selected; 

allowing a user of Said remote control device to enter into 
Said remote control device one of a plurality of indi 
cators corresponding to a degree of Satisfaction with 
programming content depicted on an associated tele 
Vision Set, and 

Storing Said one of Said plurality of indicators within a 
predetermined area of Said channel Selection log. 

36. A method for promoting television programming, said 
method comprising the Steps of 

maintaining within a memory of a remote control device 
a channel Selection log, Said channel Selection log 
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comprising a listing of channel Selections, times upon 
which Said channel Selections were made, and Selected 
indicators representative of viewer Satisfaction with 
Selected programming content provided on an associ 
ated television Set, 

allowing a person to enter into Said remote control device 
one or more of Said Selected indicators while Said 
Selected programming content is provided on Said 
asSociated television Set, and 

downloading Said channel Selection log from Said remote 
control device to a remote database in a predetermined 

C. 


