




86 

45 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
* WTITIAM H. STEVENS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

SUSBEND]ERS.' .. 

1.361,113. . . 

Z"o all ?¢/h0??? ?# ?ma?/ c0?tó¢????' , 
- Be it known that I WILLTAMr H. STEVENS, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain, re 
siding at, New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
certain neW and useful - Improwements in 
Suspenders, of , which the following is a 
Specification. ~ 
The principal object of this invention is 

to provide a construction of Suspenders in 
which the back Strap, which is to be Secured 
to two buttons at the back Of the Waistband 
Of the trOusers, as usual, is a single length of 
profe:'tably elastic #abric threaded through a 

? connecting member of such construction and 
in such r?hanner that the : fabric is held sub 
st:antially immowable in the connecting mem 
ber uradei' ordinary conditions of tuse, though 
ià may be readily adjusted therein When || de 

? sired; aand to jpg'Owide further for making the 
shoulder strap part Of the Suspenders of a 
single piece of #abric threaded through the 
Same connecting member i11. Sutch manner that 
it will be slidable the?'e?n to allow for warious 

? bending mowements of the Wearer in use. 
Other objects and aims of the invention, . 

more or less broad than those stated above; 
together with the advantages inherent will 
be in ? part obvious and in part Specifically 
referred to in the course of the following de 
scription of the elements, combinations, ar 
rangements of parts, and applicationS Of 
|principles constituting the invention; and 
the scope of protection contemplated will 
appear from the claimS. · · · · · · · · 

fn. the accompanying draWiings, which are 
to be taken as part of this Specification, and 
in which I hawe shown a merely preferred 
form of embodiment of the invention, Fig 
ure 1 is an elevation of a pair of Suspenders 
embodying my invention: 'fig. 2 is an " en 
larged wieW in elevation illustrating the cOn 
necting member, with , the back Strap and 
shoulder strap parts threaded through it; 
looking at one side of the connecting mem 
ber ; R'ig. 8 is a similar wieW looking at the 
other side of the connecting member ; Fig. 
4 is a sectional wiew taken on the line 4-4 ?? 
of Fig. 2: Fig. 5 is a, Sectional wiew taken on 
the line 5-5 of IR'ig. 2: Fig. 6 is a wieW 
similar to F'ig. 2 illustrating another form 
of connecting member, looking at One side 
of the article; Fig. 'f' is a wieW similar to F'ig. 
6 looking at the other side of the article; 
Fig. 8 is a sectional wieW taken on the line 

· Strap 

8-8 of Fig. 6: Fig. 9 is a plan wiew of the 
form of connecting_member shown in Figs. 
6, 7,8; and Fig. 10 is a wiew similar to Fig. 
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9 and illustrating the form of connecting ', 
member shown in Figs, 1, 2 and 8. 

| Referring to the numerals on the draW- .. 
. |ings and first to Figs. ?. 1 to 5 inclusive 
and 10, the numeral 11 indicates the back Strap Of a pair of suspenders. "COmpris 
ing a · Single length of preferably elastic 
fabric, hawing its ends formed with buttom 
holes 12. This back strap, is .. threaded 
through a connecting member 14 shown in 
detail, in Fig., 10. This connecting member 
comprises a flat frame of suitable material, 

" as for instance metal or celluloid, · provided 
at the top with two parallel slot8 15 and 16, 
defining a cross-bar 1 between them, while 
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18 indicates a croSS-bar Which constitutes " .. 
the uppet' end of the frame, defined on one 
Side by the upper Slot 15. Below the slots 
Slots 19 and 20, which diwerge from the bot 
tom of the frame toward the top. The back 

» is threaded through this frame as 
shown in Figs. 1 2 and 8. Referring to Fig. 
2, in which the parts are shown as they will 
appear When on the person, the back strap 
11 is threaded through the slot 19 from the 
inner face Of the connecting member, thence 
ower the outer face of the connecting mem 
ber, thence through the upper slot 15 from 
the Outer face : of the commecting member, 
thence Ower the inner. face of the c1'OSS-ba]]' 
1'' of the commecting member, thence , from 
the inner face of the connecting member' . 
through the slot 16 to the outer face of the 
connecting member, and thence over 'the 
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?? 15 and 16 I provide in the frame a pair of . 
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Outer': face of the connecting member but ? 
under the couu'se 21 Of the fabric and from 
the Outer' face of the connecting member 
through the second' diverging slot 20 to the 
inner face of the connecting member. " " The 
result of this threading of the fabric, be 
cause of the inherent resiliency of the mate 
rial of Which the connecting member · is 
made, Which is enhanced by the manner in 
Which it is slotted, · is that once the back 
strap is placed in position as shoWn in FigS. 
1, 2 and 8, it is Substantially fixed in the 
connecting member under ordinary strains 
of use, it being understood of course that 
the warious slots Will be of a width propor 
tioned to the thickneSS of the fabric so that 
when the fabric is threaded through the slots 

100} 

110 



" through the slot, 15 in accordance with the · 
10 

? > 
it will not be readily slidable therein. The 
upper" slot 15 of the frame is howewer made 
SomeWhat Wider than the parallel slot 16 be 
cause it is intended to accommodate the 
shoulder_strap portion 22 of the suspenders 
preferably a, single length of non-elastic.? 
fabric, which slides readily back and forth 
carrying mowements of the shoulders of the 
Wearer. This shoulder strap portion is pro 
wided. with the usual adjusting buckles 24 
in which the ends 25 of the strap may be · 

| adjusted for length, and in the loops of the 
.. strap ends formed between the · adjusting 

15 
| secured the usual fitments 26, through which 
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|buckles 24 and the ends of the strap 22 are 
may be threaded the double-ended straps 2f 
for attachment for buttons at the front of 
the trousers, all · as shown in Fig. - 1. The 
result of this construction is that the back 
strap provides the necessary stretch and give 
to the article though the back strap is itself 
immowably held in the connecting member; 
while the shoulder strap portion is readily 
Slidable through the connecting member, al 
lowing for mowements of the shoulders of 
the . Wearer. ~ · ~ 
The form of dewice_shown in_Figs. 6,7, 8, 

and ? 9 is similar to that already described; 
except that instead of hawing two slots 19 
and 20 there is provided at the bottom of 
the "frame a single slot 28. In this form of 
dewice - the ''back strap, which is a single 
length of material, as before, is threaded 
through the lower wide_slot 28 from the in 
ner face of the connecting member 29 (re 
ferring to Fig. 6), thence ower the outer 
face of the connecting member through the 
upper wide slot 15 to the inner face of the 
connecting member, thence ower the inner 
face of the cross-bar 17 , through the sec- ~ 

| ond slot 16 to , the outer face of the con 
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mectih?g member but under the course 80 
of the strap, and thence through the bot 
tom Wide slot 28 · to the inner" face . of 

' the connecting member. The result of this 
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bending of the strap through the various 
slots and the Super-position of the course 
80 ower the course ' 81 is to hold the strap 
firmly in the connecting member, the slots 
being Wide enough to permit of a general 
diverging of the strap from the portion 
which is in the upper slot 15 toward its ends. 
As in the other form of the dewice, the shoul 
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der strap portion 22 is threaded through the. 
upper Wide slot 15 ind is slidable therein. 
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nasmuch as many changes could be made · · · 
in the abowe construction, and many appar— · 
ently widely different embodiments of my 
invention could be made without departing 
from the Scope thereof, it is intended that ? 
all matter contained in the · above- descrip- · 
tion or shown in the accompanying draW 
ings shall be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting senSe. · · · · · · · · 

It is also to be understood that the lan 
guage, used in the following claims. is in 

| tended to cower all the generic and specific 
features of the invention herein described 
and all statements of the Scope of the inwen 
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tion, which, as a matter of language, might 
be said to fall therebetween. 

I claim :- · · · ~ 
1. Suspenders including a connecting 

member comprising a flat frame with three 75 
slots formed' therein, a back strap threaded ~ 
through all of Said slots and through one of, 
them twice, and a shoulder strap portion · 
threaded through one of the slots. 

? 2. A connecting member comprising · · a 
frame having...three parallel slots and a back 

80 ?? 

strap comprising a Single length of material · 
threaded through the lower one of the slots · 
from One side of the connecting member 
Ower the other side of the connecting member 
through the uppermost, one of the slots, to . 

' the other side of the connecting member, . 
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through the intermediate one of the slots . · 
and thence through the lowermost one of the 
slots, and a shoulder strap portion threaded 
through the uppermost one of the slots. 

8. Suspenders , including a connecting " 
member comprising a frame hawing a plu 
rality of slots formed therein, a back strap 
threaded through all of said slots and a 
shoulder Strap portion threaded through one 
of the slots." , ~ , · · · · · · · 4. Suspenders including "a" connecting 
member comprising a frame hawing a , plu 
rality_of slots formed therein, a back strap" 
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threaded through all of the slots with the ' 
end portions of Said strap diwerging in op 
losite directions from the lower end of the 
frame, and a shoulder strap portion thread 
ed through the uppermost slot. '' 
In testimony. whereof I affix my signature. 

| WILLIAM H. STEWENS. 
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