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To all whom it may concern:

Beit knownthatI, JOEN 1. BATES, a citizen
of the United States, residing in the city of
Brooklyn,county of Kings, State of New Yorlk,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Collapsing Satchels, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the construction of
hand bags or satchels with the view of adapt-
ing the same to collapse.and also to fold for
convenience of stowage and carriage when
not in use; and to this end it consists in cer-
tain novel arrangement of jointed ribs or
stays npon a satchel-body of collapsible ma-
terial, as hereinafter more fully described
with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Pigure I represents a side view of asatchel
embodying the invention. Fig.II represents
a central longitudinal section thereof. Fig.
111 represents a cross-section thereof in the
plane of the line z x, Fig. II. Figs. IV and
V represent detail views of rib-joints.

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts.

The letter A indicates the satehel-body,
which is of a flexible material capable of be-
ing crushed or collapsed and usually in one
piece, folded so as to present two sides A7 A%
Fach of the sections A’ A? is usually fur-
nished on its upper part with a strap loop
A3, forming a handle, and also with suitable
fastenings. .

B indicates the ribs of the satchel-body and
C the joints or articulationsof the ribs. - Said
ribs B are usually of wire and extend longi-
tudinally of the body A, they being fitted in

suitable pockets D thereof, and each of the-

ribs is curved in such a manner that by the se-
ries of ribs said body under normal condi-
tions assumes aud preserves an approximate-
ly-oval shape in both directions; but it is
evident that the shape of the body may be
varied. The pockets D, containing the ribs
B, may be formed between the cover and lin-
ing of the satehel-body, as by rows of stitch-
ing e, extending in the required planes, and
the effect of these pockets is to retain the ribs
in the desired positions on the body, also to
conceal the ribs, and to protect the contents
of the satchel therefrom.

The joints Cof the satchel-shaping ribs are
intermediateof the endsthereof and at points
coineident with each other relatively to the
transverse plane of the satchel-body, said
joints being in the esample shown at about
the mid-length of the ribs, thereby dividing
each of the latterinto two equal parts or sec-
tions, as shown. The location of the rib-
joints C, however, may be varied, and, if de-
sired, each of the ribs may be joined at two
or more places. .

Each of the rib-joints C is formed by means
of a link, which is interlaced with eyes or
loops ¢/ on the inner ends of the rib-sections,
the effect of this link being to impart a su-
perior flexibility to the respective joints; but
a good result may also be obtained by inter-
lacing said inner end eyes C’ of the rib-sec-
tions or otherwise constructing the joints
without the use of the link. Said link, which
is the part marked C, may be of wire and
either round, as shown in Fig. II, or oblong,
as shown in Fig. IV, or it may be composed
of a strip of leather or other similar material,
as shown in Fig. V.

On the outer ends of each of the ribs B are
eyes or loops B’, whereby the ribs are inter-
laced with rings G, lying transversely to the
satchel at its opposite ends and within the
body. Each of these rings G is'‘common to
the series of ribs B, and the purpose thereof
is to form supports for the outer ends of the
ribs and without permanently conneeting the
latter to the satchel-body, thereby simplifying
the construetion of the article, the support
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thus afforded being also very effective, due

to its uniform distribution. In order to per-
mit the required adjustment of the rib ends
on the rings G, the ends of the pockets D
should be left open and in some cases the
rings G may be elastie.

It will be apparent that by the jointed ribs
B the satchel-body A is adapted to be folded
on itself from the opposite ends thereof, while
by the arrangement of the ribs in longitudi-
nal planes they also permit the body to be
collapsed crosswise,so that the article may be
brought into the smallest possible compass,
the ribs at the same time keeping the body
in shape when itis unfolded for use. Oneof
the ribs B is located at the upper edge of
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each of the sections A’ A? of the satchel-
body, as shown, and thus serves to determine
and preserve the shape of the mouth of the
article.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A satchel having longitudinal shaping-
ribs which arve jointed intermediate of the
ends at points coincident with each other, in
combination with a satchel-body of flexible
and collapsible material, having pockets con-
taining said ribs and supports for the outer
ends of the ribs, substantially as and for the
purpose desecribed.

476,862

2. A satchel having a body of flexible and
collapsible material and longitudinal shap-
ing-ribs which are jointed intermediate of the
ends at points coincident with each other, in
combination with the transverse supporting-
rings at the opposite ends of the body, having
the outer ends of the series of ribs interlaced
therewith, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described. :

JOHN 1. BATES.
Witnesses:

R. T. VAN BOSKERCK,
CHARLES G. CoOE.
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