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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Nerson L. JacoBus,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of West Orange, in the county of Essex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Frames,
of which the following is a specification.

The general objects of my invention are
to provide a frame for cards, pictures, calen-
dars, and the like, which shall be attractive
and- ornamental in appearance and which
shall at the same time be extremely simple

" in construction and inexpensive to make,
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The invention in a preferred form con-
sists of only the two parts, a front member
and a back member, the front member hav-
ing guideways on its back to receive the
picture or other article, and the back mem-
ber having spring fingers at the ends there-
of, engaging in the guideways in the front
meémber to yieldingly clamp the picture in
place between the back member and front
member. The two parts are preferably
made of sheet-metal, in which event, the
guideways on the front member are formed
by bending the edges of the front plate
rearwardly and then inwardly, and the
spring fingers on the back member are pro-
duced by separating the edge portions from
the body of the back plate and then bend-
ing the separated portioas rearwardly the
requisite distanee. =~ , ,

Various other features of the invention
will appear as the specification proceeds.

In the accompanying drawings I have
illustrated a preferred embediment of the
invention but such changes and medifica-
tions as come within the scepe of the ap-
pended claims may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tiom.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a fremt or
faee view of the frame or stand with a eard
beld therein, the card being brokea away
so as to expese the back member of the
frame. Fig. 2 is a rear view of the frame.
Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view thereof taken
on the line X—X of Fig. 2, 4 eard being
shown ia place in the frame and appearing
in sectiom in thig view. Fig. 4 is 2 view
illustrating in its preferred form the blank
from which the fromt member is produced,
only one end of the blenk being shown.

Fig. 5 ig a detached perspective view of the
back member. _

Like reference characters: refer to the
same parts in the several views.

In 1ts preferred form the frame consists
of but the two parts, a front member 1 and
a back member 2. The front member will
usually have some sort of a frame opening
3 therein through which the picture, card
or other device will appear. ‘

The picture or other device is clamped
between the front and back members and
for the purpose of guiding the picture in
place, and for other purposes which will
later appear, the front member is prefer-
ably provided with guides or guideways 4.
The two parts of the frame are preferably
made of sheet metal, and in such case the
guideways are preferably produced by bend-
ing the edge portions of the front mem-
ber rearwardly as at 5 and then inwardly
as at 6, parallel to the body of the front
plate, thereby producing parallel oppositely
disposed inwardly facing guideways. The

55

60

65

70

75

lower ends of the guideways are preferably .

closed a# indicated at 7 to form & shelf for
the suppert of the picture or other article

For the purpose of yieldingly holding the
picture in place against the front plate, the
back plate is greferably provir?
spring fingers which engage in the guide-
ways on the front plate. These spring fin-
gers may vary as to their precise construc-
tion but they are preferably, as shown in
the drawings, formed by cutting out and
separating the edge portions of the back
plate from the main body of the plate along
the lines of severance 8 which. begin at the
upper and lower edges of the back plate and
exterd inward to s peint substantially cen-
tral of the back plate. The separated end
portions are then bent rearwardly, substan-
tielly as indieated in the seetiomsl view,
thereby forming an upper and a lower
spring finger 9 and 10 respectively at each
end of the back plate. In using the frame,
the picture or other article 16 is usually
slipped inte place between the guideways,
resting with its lower edge upen the closures

ed with
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to the lower end of the guideways. Them

the back plate is placed in position by slid-
img it sp that the lewer spring fingers 10
will enter the guideways, the finzl pesition
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‘of the parts being shown in the sectional
view. en the two parts are thus con-

nected together they are preferably locked
. against movement with respect to each other
5 by reason of the fact that the lower spring
fingers engage against the stops or clo-
sures to the lower end of the guideways
and the upper spring fingers engage behind
the stops 11 provided for that purpose at
the upper ends of the guideways. The two
parts may be disconnected at any time by
pressing down on the upper spring fingers
9 to free them of the stops 11 and then slid-
ing the back member until it is clear of the
guideways. To afford an easy entrance for
the spring fingers into the guideways, the
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ends of the lower spring fingers may be.

curved inwardly as indicated at 12, to form
a nose which will slide into the mouth of
the guideway. The frame is preferably pro-
. vided with a prop 18 for supporting' it in

a substantially upright position. This prop
- may be and preferably is formed integral

with the back plate. .In the form illustrated
the prop is produced by cutting the back.

‘25
" plate on converging lines 14 to a point sub-
stantially central of .the plate, and then
bending this severed portion rearwardly.
_The purpose of cutting the prop on converg-
ing lines is to- afford a wider supporting
base. :

To enable the upper spring fingers to be
readily disengaged from the stops 11 when
the parts are to be detached, these upper
spring fingers are preferably widened out
into the finger-holds 15. -

Fig. 4 illusbrates the preferred method
for %orming the guideways on the front
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plate. In this case the front plate is pro-.

40 vided with end extensions 17 which, when
bent along the dotted lines 18, constitute
the end portions 5 and the back portions 6
of the guideways. A convenient method of
providing for.the stops 7 and 11 at the
- 45-Jower and upper ends of the guideways is
-to provide these end extensions 17 of the
blank with tabs 7’ and 11’ which are turned
in on the dotted lines 19—20 to form the
necessary stops. S

‘What is claimed, is: '

1. A frame comprising & front member
provided with guideways on its back, lo-
cated substantially at the ends of the mem-
ber, and a back member provided with
55 gpring fingers at the ends of the same, en-

gaging in the guideways to force the back

member toward the front member with 3

yielding pressure.

2.°A frame comprising a front member

50

60 having a frame opening therein and pro-

vided with guideways on its back, said
guideways having closed lower ends to sup-
port a picture or like article held in the
guideways, a back member provided with
65 .a prop for supporting the frame in substan-

1,084,691

tially upright position, and spring fingers
on the ends of the back member engaging
in the guideways to force the back member
toward the front member with a yielding

pressure. :

3. A frame comprising a. front member
and a back member between which the pic-
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ture or other article is held, the front mem- -

ber having guideways on its back, which
guideways are provided with closed lower
ends and with stops at the upper ends, the
back member being provided with a prop
for supporting the frame and with spring
fingers at its eénds engaging in the guide-
ways, the said spring fingers engaging with
the closed ends of the gnideways to prevent
sliding movement of the back member in
one direction and engaging with the stops

to hold the back member against movement-

in the opposite direction. o

4. A frame comprising a front plate hav-
ing its side edges bent back and then in-
ward to form guideways, and a back plate
provided with & prop and having its side
edges separated from the main body of the
back plate and bent rearwardly to form
spring fingers, the said spring fingers being
slidingly engaged in the guideways to hold
the back plate in sliding and yielding en-
gagement with the front plate.

5. A frame comprising a front plate hav-
ingitsside edges bent backward and then in-
wardly toward each other to form inwardly
facing guideways, closures to the lower ends
of the guideways for the support of a pic-
ture or other article resting in the guide-
ways, stops at the upper ends of the guide-
ways, a back plate having its side portions

separated from the body of the plate and-
bent rearwardly to form spring fingers, the

said spring fingers engaging in the guide-
ways to vieldingly hold the back plate to-
ward the front plate and the fingers engag-
ing with the closures and stops at the oppo-
site ends of the guideways to normally hold
the two plates against sliding movement

‘with respect to each other.

6. A two-part sheet metal picture frame
comprising a front plate provided with a
frame opening and bhaving its side edges
bént rearwardly and then inwardly parallel
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to the body of the plate to form inwardly -

facing open guideways for the reception of
the picture or other article, closures to the
lower énds of the guideways, stops at the
upper ends of the guideways, a back plate

-engaging the back of the picture or article

resting in -the guideways, the said back
plate having an integral part struck rear-
wardly from the same to form a prop and
being further provided with upwardly and
downwardly extending spring fingers at
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each end thereof, the spring fingers on the

back plate engaging in the guideways to
force the back plate with a yielding pres-
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sure toward the front plate and the closures
and stops at opposite ends of the guideways
being engaged by the spring fingers to nor-
mally lock the back plate against movement
in the guideways.

7. A frame comprising a front plate hav-

ing the edges thereof bent rearward and
then inward substantially parallel to the
body of the plate to form oppositely-dis-
posed open guideways with the upper and
the lower terminals of these inwardly bent
substantially parallel portions bent over to
form stops at the upper and lower ends of
the guideways, a back plate having the end
portions thereof separated from the body of

the plate from the upper and lower edges’

inward to substantially the central portion
of 'the nlate, the said separated portions be-
ing bent rearwardly to form spring fingers,
the said spring fingers engaging in the
guidewayvs to force the back plate with a
yielding pressure toward the front plate,
and the stops at the opposite ends of the
guideways beine engaged bv the spring fin-
gers to normally lock one member with re-
spect to the other, the back plate further
having. a part separated from the body of
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the’ same and bent rearwardly to form a

prop. .

8. A fraime comprising a front plate hav-
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= narallel cuideways at the ends thereof,

said guideways being formed by bending
the ends of the »late first rearwardly and
then inwardly parallel to the face of the
plate, stops at the upper ends of said guide-

‘ways, a back plate having an upper and a

lower spring finger at each end thereof for
engagement with the guideways to yield-
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ingly hold the back plate toward the front -

plate, the upper-spring fingers arranged to <
engage behind the stops in the guideways to

secure the back member with respect to-the

front member, said upper. spring fingers be-*

ing enlarged to provide finger-holds for use

in detaching the spring fingers from en-

gagement with the stops. N

Signed at Brooklyn, in ‘the county
Kings and State of New York this 27
of February A. D. 1912.

NELSON L. JACOBUS.

Witnesses:
Horace V. L1rTLE,
Loro L. FormonT. -
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