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To Cill, Uh-On, it inctly concert: 
Be it known that I, ALLEN I. BLANCHARD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook, in the State 
of Illinois, have invented a certain new and 
useful Ticket Cutter and Receptacle, of which 
the following is a description, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form 
ing part of this specification. 
My invention relates more particularly to 

ticket-cutters intended for use in forming 
Separate the printed blank into a stub por 
tion and a passenger's portion upon an irreg 
ular line, which indicates the station to which 
the ticket is sold. One form of such cutter 
is shown and described in my prior patent, 
No. 442,414, dated December 9, 1890. 
My invention consists, first, in the novel 

form of the cutter itself, and, second, in the 
novel combination of a cutter of this charac 
ter. With a Support and ticket-receptacle, all 
as Will be hereinafter more fully described, 
and particularly pointed out in my claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of my combined ticket 
Cutter and receptacle with the lid thereof 
approximately closed; Fig. 2, a correspond 
ing view with the lid thrown open; Fig. 3, an 
enlarged vertical cross-section through the 
middle of Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a ticket-blank adapt 
ed for use with my improved cutter and re 
Ceptacle; Fig. 5, a view of the cutter and re 
ceptacle corresponding to Fig. 1, with a ticket 
blank inserted therein in position to be sev 
ered to form a ticket and stub; and Fig. 6, a 
view of the ticket-blank after it has been so 
Severed. 
The same letters of reference are used to 

indicate identical parts in all the figures. 
The first feature of my invention, as before 

Stated, relates to the novel form of the cutter 
itself, and in this respect it is independent of 
the Support and receptacle, whose combina 
tion. With the cutterforms the second feature 
of my invention. So far as the novel form of 
the cutter itself is concerned, the invention 
relates simply to the cutter-blade, which may 
be used independently of any ticket-recep 
tacle. In my prior patent before referred to 
the cutter-blade is provided with a straight 
tearing edgehaving a point or projection mid 

way of its length, by which when a ticket 
blank Was torn against the edge of the cut 
ter the projection or point upon the latter 55 
would form a notch upon the margin of one 
portion of the blank and a corresponding pro 
jection upon the margin of the other portion. 
That cutter and my present one are designed 
to be used in connection with ticket-blanks 
which have printed upon them two adjacent 
parallel columns of station-names. In form 
ing a ticket and stub from such a blank the 
cutter is placed longitudinally over the blank 
With its edge occupying the space between the 
two parallel Columns of names, and with its 
point or projection opposite the name of the 
station to Which it is desired the ticket shall 
read. Upon then tearing the blank in two 
against the edge of the cutter a notch will 
be formed opposite the name of such station 
upon one portion of the ticket, preferably the 
passenger's portion, and a corresponding pro 
jection opposite the name of the same station 
upon the other portion or stub of the ticket. 
The name of the selling or starting station is 
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printed or Written upon the ticket-blank prior 
to its separation into stub and passenger's 
portions, so that when so separated the ticket 
Will read from such selling or starting station 
to the destination station indicated by the 
notch or projection upon the margin of the 
ticket. 
As before stated, the cutter shown and de 

scribed in my aforesaid prior patent was pro 
vided with a single point or projection upon 
its tearing edge, So that a single notch was 
formed opposite the name of the destination 
station upon One part of the ticket and a sin 
gle projection opposite the corresponding 
name upon the other part of the ticket. It 
has been found that where the ticket-blank 
is divided upon a line forming a single notch 
and projection opposite the destination sta 
tion the ticket is not sufficiently protected 
either against accidental mutilation or fraud 
ulent manipulation. The projection upon the 
one portion of the ticket is liable to be acci 
dentally torn off or purposely removed, in 
which event it is not possible to tell to what 
station the ticket originally read. So, too, it 
has been found that the single notch opposite 
the destination station upon the other portion 
of the ticket can be so filled up as to escape 
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observation and a new notch be torn in the 
ticket opposite another station, so that dis 
honest agents may in this manner and by 
collusion with the train-conductors or other 
Wise be enabled to defraud the company. 

It is the object of the first feature of my 
present invention to provide a cutter by which 
the name of the destination station may be 
indicated in Such manner that the ticket can 
not possibly be altered without detection, 
either by filling up the notch in the edge of 
One portion of it or tearing the projection 
from the edge of the other portion, or other 
wise. 

In the present instance my novel cutter or 
cutter-blade A forms the hinged top or lid of 
a ticket-receptacle B, which consists of a rec 
tangular box, preferably of metal, and either 
Open or closed at its bottom. At its opposite 
ends it is provided in the present instance 
With lugs C, through which screws may be 
passed to secure it to a counter or table or 
other flat surface. The lid Aishinged to the 
Opposite corners of the box B at one side, and 
the opposite edge of the lid constitutes a 
Straight tearing edge. At or near its middle 
the lid. A has secured to its under side, in a 
l'ecess formed for its reception, a plate D, pro 
jecting outward beyond the edge of the lid, 
the Opposite edges of its projecting portion 
being, in this instance, curved in concave 
lines, each of which terminates in a sharp 
point Or projection at the extreme outer end 
of the plate D, these two points or projections 
E and F being separated by a notch G. The 
open top of the receptacle B is in the present 
instance provided along its edges at its op 
posite ends and outer or front side with a 
raised margin or surface II, against which the 
Outer edge and ends of the lid A fit when the 
latter is closed and pressed down against the 
top of the receptacle. 
At one end the lid A is provided upon its 

under side, near the corner at which it is 
hinged to the body of the receptacle B, with 
a lug I, the lower end of which lug when the 
lid is closed passes through a slot in the rear 
Wall of the receptacle B, as seen in Fig. 3, 
and bears against the upper end of a flat 
Spring J, Secured to the rear side of the re 
ceptacle, with its upper end opposite the lower 
end of the slot referred to. The engagement 
of this spring with the lug I of the lid will 
prevent the latter being entirely closed by its 
gravity and normally maintain it in the po 
sition shown in Figs. 1 and 3, so that sufi 
cient space will be left between its tearing 
edge and the top of the receptacle IB to per 
limit the insertion of the ticket-blank. When 
the blank has been inserted and adjusted to 
proper position, the edge of the lid may be 
pressed down by hand against the resistance 
of the Spring J, and when it is released, after 
the ticket has been formed, the spring will 
restore it to the position shown. 
Secured upon the under side of the lid A is 

an adjustable ticket-gage IX, consisting of a 

568,400 

long thin plate bent longitudinally at right 
angles and adjustably Secured to the under 
side of the lid by screws L. L., passed through 
slots in the plate and entering the lid. This 
gage may be adjusted, as desired, to accom 
modate ticket-blanks having stubs of differ 
ent widths, so that when a blank is inserted 
between the lid and body of the receptacle 
until its left-hand edge contacts with the gage 
IK the division-line between the two roWs of 
station names and numbers upon it will lie 
immediately beneath the straight tearing edge 
of the lid. 
As before stated, this new cutter, like my 

prior one, is adapted to be used with ticket 
blanks having the names of a series of sta 
tions printed in adjacent parallel columns, 
between which columns the blank is severed 
to form the passenger's portion and the stub 
or ticket-agent's portion, and in Fig. 4 there 
is shown one form of such ticket-blanks. As 
suming, now, that with the blank shown in 
Fig. 4 it is desired to form a ticket reading from 
“Chicago to Brice,” the ticket-agent will take 
the ticket-blank in his right handl and slip it 
under the lid A of the receptacle B until the 
left-hand edge of the blank abuts against the 
gage IK, at the same time adjusting the ticket 
longitudinally to bring the name of the des 
tination station, “Brice,” in the right-hand 
column immediately opposite the notch Gbe 
tween the two projections E and F of the tear 
ing edge of the lid. With his left hand he 
will then press the lid down firmly and then 
tear the right-hand portion of the blank off 
against the edge of the lid, in the act of tear 
ing preferably first drawing the right-hand 
portion of the blank firmly to vertical posi 
tion to cause the projections EF to form the 
proper notches in the margin of the ticket 
and then tearing it downward from its upper 
end along the straight edge of the lid. When 
the right-hand portion of the ticket has been 
severed in this manner, the operator removes 
his hand from the lid, whereupon the latter 
Willimmediately spring upward to normal po 
sition and release the left-hand or stub por 
tion of the ticket, which has been held beneath 
it, Fig. 6, and such stub portion will drop into 
the receptacle B. In this manner the stub 
portion of the ticket is automatically disposed 
of at the time the passenger's portion of the 
ticket is severed from it, without any care or 
labor whatever on the part of the operator, 
and is stored and preserved in the ticket-re 
ceptacle. At suitable intervals the stubs 
which have accumulated in the receptacle 
may be relmoved therefrom, the hinged lid at 
Such times being swung up to the position 
shown in Fig. 2 to give access to the interior 
of the receptacle. It will be seen that when 
a ticket-blank is severed in this manner by 
means of my novel cutter there will be formed 
tWO notches upon the margin of the ticket 
portion of the blank, one notch upon either 
Side of and immediately adjacent the name 
of the destination station, and the latter will 
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stand opposite and preferably partly upon a 
Small projection upon the margin of such por 
tion of the ticket, between the two notches, 
while upon the stub portion of the blank 
there will beformed a projecting portion hav 
ing a notch immediately opposite the name 
of the destination station and bearing the 
number of such station, with projections upon 
either side of said notch. 

It will thus be seen that the name of the 
destination station upon the passenger's por 
tion of the ticket is so thoroughly and perma 
nently indicated by the notches upon the op 
posite sides of it that alteration or fraudulent 
manipulation of this portion of the ticket is 
practically impossible. Even if the projec 
tion between the notches be torn off the name 
of the destination station may be determined 
by said notches, and the portion of the mar 
gin of the ticket torn away is so large that it is 
not practicable to replace it without detection. 
On the other hand, the projecting portion 
which is left adhering to the edge of the stub 
of the ticket and carries the two projections 
With the intermediate notch is solarge that its 
removal and the attaching of a correspond 
ing portion at Some other point along the 
margin of the stub without detection is not 
feasible. It Will therefore be seen that my 
novel cutter, which separates the ticket upon 
a line which forms not only a projection op 
posite the destination station, as heretofore, 
but also forms two deep notches upon each 
side of Such name, produces a stub and ticket 
portion which are not liable to accidental 
mutilation or fraudulent manipulation. 
In cuttel's of this character it is not essen 

tial that the tearing edge of the cutter-blade 
should be perfectly straight or that the two 
ortions of its tearing edge upon opposite 

sides of its projection or projections should 
stand in line With each other. 
In Some cutters having a single projection 

upon their tearing edges it has heretofore 
been the practice to have the two portions of 
the edge of the cutter upon opposite sides of 
its projection inclined away from said projec 
tion at an angle to each other, with the lines 
thereof intersecting each other at a point op 
posite the projection. 
The essential novelty of my new cutter con 

sists in the provision of the two projections 
and intermediate notch instead of the single 
projection heretofore employed, and such be 
ing the case this feature of my invention is 
not restricted to a cutter having a straight 
tearing edge, but is applicable as well to a 
cutter having the portions of its tearing edge 
On Opposite sides of the projections inclined 
relatively to each other. It will also be under 
stood that inasmuch as the two projections 
With the intermediate notch constitute the 
essential feature of the cutter it is not ma 
terial whether such projections are integral 
With the edge of the cutter or are upon a 
separate plate secured to the cutter, as shown 
in the drawings in the present case. Where 

the cutter is to be employed independently 
of the ticket-receptacle, it can be conveniently 
made of a strip of sheet metal, in which event 
the two projections and notch will be stamped 
or otherwise formed directly upon the edge 
of such strip. 
So far as I am aware, I am not only the first in 

the art to make a cutter-blade of any sort hav 
ing double projections and an intermediate 
notch,such as described, but the first to employ 
a cutter-blade having either a single projec 
tion or double projections, as the lid of a ticket 
receptacle, and combine it with such recepta 
cle in the manner described, so that the stub 
portions of the ticket may drop into the re 
ceptacle without handling after the passen 
ger's portions have been severed. Such being 
the case, this latter feature of my invention 
is not restricted to the particular form of the 
cutter nor to the particular shape or construc 
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tion of the ticket-receptacle, but contemplates, . 
broadly,the combination of a ticket-receptacle 
with a hinged lid having a tearing edge pro 
vided with one or more projections and coöp 
erating with the body of the receptacle in the 
manner described. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim- e 

1. The herein-described cutter for forming 
tickets of the character specified, consisting 
of the blade or body Ahaving a tearing edge 
provided with the two points or projections 
E F and intermediate notch G, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The herein-described cutter for forming 
tickets of the character specified, consisting 
of the blade or body A having a straight 
tearing edge provided approximately mid 
way of its length with the two points or pro 
jections E E and intermediate notch G, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a combined ticket cutter and recep 
tacle, the combination of the ticket-recepta 
cle B having an open top, with the hinged 
lid. A provided with a tearing edge having 
one or more projections and coöperating with 
the body B in the manner and for the pur 
pose described, 

4. In a combined ticket cutter and recep 
tacle, the combination of the ticket-recepta 
cle B having an open top, With the hinged 
lid. A having a tearing edge provided with 
one or more projections and coöperating with 
the top of the receptacle B, and the adjust 
able ticket-gage K mounted upon the under 
side of the lid A, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

5. In a combined ticket cutter and recep 
tacle, the combination of the receptacle B 
having an open top, With the hinged lid hav 
ing a tearing edge provided with one or more 
projections and coöperating With the recep 
tacle B, and a spring coöperating with said 
lid to normally hold it in slightly open posi 
tion, for the purpose set forth. 

6. In a combined ticket cutter and recep 
tacle, the combination of the receptacle B 
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having an open top, with the hinged lid halv 
ing a tearing edge provided with one or more 
projections and coöperating with the recep 
tacle B, the adjustable ticket-gage IX mounted 
upon the under side of the lid A, and the 
spring J coöperating with said lid to normally 
hold it in slightly open position, for the pur 
pose set forth. - 

7. The combination of the ticket-leceptacle 
Bhaving the open top, with the hinged lid A 
having the tearing edge provided with the 
projections EF and intermediate notch Gand 
coöperating with the top of the receptacle B 
in the manner and for the purpose described. 

S. The combination of the ticket-receptacle 
B having the open top, with the hinged lid. A 
having the tearing edge provided with the 
projections EF and intermediate notch G and 

coöperating with the top of the receptacle B 
in the manner described, and the spring J for 
normally holding the lid A in slightly open 
position, as set forth. 

9. The combination of the ticket-receptacle 
B having the open top provided with the 
raised margin II around its edge, with the 
hinged lid Ahaving the tearing edge provided 
with the projections EF and intermediate 
notch G and coöperating with the margin II 
of the top of the receptacle B, the ticket-gage 
IK adjustably secured to the under side of the 
lid A, and the spring J for normally holding 
the lid in slightly open position. 

ALLEN I. BLANCHARD. 
Witnesses: 

EDWARD REETOR, 
LEONORA. WISEMAN. 
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