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To all whom it may concern. 
IBe it known that I, SAMUEL W. BucK 

WALTER, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Dayton, in the county of Mont 
gomery and State of Ohio, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Mail 
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica tion. 
The present invention relates to improve 

ments in depositing and collecting recep 
tacles and has relation more particularly to mail boxes. 
The invention contemplates among other 

features, the provision of a mail boxso con 
structed and arranged whereby the mail de 
posited therein will be prevented from be 
ing marred or damaged under the severe 
weather conditions to which mail boxes are 
subjected, by providing the box with a self 
closing door. i 
A still further object of the invention is 

the provision of a mail box of the above 
stated character wherein a portion of the 
box is formed to provide a beading against 
which the door abuts when in a closed posi tion, and materially assisting in rendering 
the box moisture proof. 

30 

35 . 

view illustrating the door in a partially open 
position. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view. 

40 

45 

50 

55 

With the above and other objects in view, 
the invention consists in the novel features, 
details of construction and combination of 
parts which will hereinafter be more fully 
set forth, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing and pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section. Fig. 4 it a 
detail perspective of a portion of the door 
closing means; and Fig. 5 is a detail sec tional view. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ing, 5 denotes the mail box which in this 
particular instance is constructed of sheet 
metal or the like material, and comprises 
straight parallel side walls 6 and 7 and an 
upwardly arched top wall 8, constituting 
the body portion of the box and formed 
from a single strip of sheet metal. The 
straight parallel side walls 6 and 7 and the 
arched top wall 8 of the box at the front 
edge thereof are struck or stamped inwardly 
as at 9 to provide a continuous beading or 
abutment 10, the purpose of which will be 
hereinafter clearly set forth. The box is 

further formed wit, a bottom wall 11 con 
nected to the lowermost inner transverse 
edges of the side walls 6 and 7, by means of 
fastenings in the form of rivets and the like 
12, while the box is closed in its rearmost 
portion by means of the rear wall 13. 
The extreme lower front edge of the side 

walls and the downturned flanges 14 of the 
bottom 11, are formed with respective jour 
nal openings 15 and 16. These respective 
journal openings also register with a still 
further pair of journal openings 17 formed 
tending lugs 18 of the closure 19. A pintle 
rod 20 passes through the registering open 
ings 15, 16 and 17, for hingedly mounting 
the closure 19 between the side walls 6 and 7 
for a vertical swinging movement. - 
The closure 19 is of a configuration to 

conform to the contour of the body portion 
of the box and has its straight oppositely 
disposed vertical edges, and upwardly 
arched top edge bent forwardly and angu 
larly to provide the cover with a sealing 
flange. 21. The flange 21 of the cover is 
primarily adapted to snugly engage with 
the inner contour of the laterally extending 
shield 22 formed contiguous with the front 
edges and top edge of the body portion of 
the box when the cover is in closed position 
and through the medium of the beading 10 
prevents the entrance of rain, snow and the 
like in the box and preserving the mail 
matter deposited therein. 
The closure 19 is adapted to automatically 

close and prevent any accidental outward 
swinging movement by means of a door clos 
ing device 25, which in this particular in 
stance comprises a substantially U-shaped 
bar 26 having its straight horizontal con 
necting portion riveted transversely of the 
closure 19, at a point adjacent the bottom 
transverse edge thereof and in a plane with 
the inner face of the bottom wall 11. The 
limbs 27 of the U-shaped bar 26 are curved 
rearwardly in the arc of a circle and termi 
nate in rear of the closure and below the bot 
tom of the box. The limbs 27 are terminally 
provided with angular ends 28, the vertical 
portion 29 thereof adapted to snugly fit with 
in the groove 30 formed on the inner faces of 
a pair of circular weights 31, while the hori 
Zontal portions of the angular ends 28 ex 
tend through the central openings 32 of the 

60 

65 

in the integrally bent and rearwardly ex- ... 

70 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 

Weights and are upset or permanently se- ll0 



0. 

2 5 

O 

13 

50 

2 

curing the weights on the limbs 27 and pre 
venting any accidental rotary movement 
thereof. It will, of course, be understood 
that through the medium of these weights 
the door is swung automatically to a closed 
position and against the beading 10, where 
by by contact with the beading 10, inward 
swinging movement of the door is limited. 

IRiveted to the inner face of the lower.jst 
transverse edge of the cover is a rearwardly 
angularly extending portion 33 which will 
permit of the door being manipulated to an 
open position, and when the door is moved 
to a complete open position the member 33 
will engage with the bottom wall of the box 
and limit the outward swinging movement 
of the cover. The cover 19 is provided with 
the usual slot 3-4 for the insertion of mail 
matter in the box and disposed slightly be 
low the slot is a knob 35, the latter being 
also utilized as a means for opening the 
cover 19. 

In order that the door may be prevented 
from being opened by any undesirable per 
sons, I provide a locking means which in this 

rticular instance constitutes a bar 36 
riveted to the inner face of the arched top 
will S by means of fasteners 37 at a point 
it adjacent relation with the continuous 
leading 10 and the bar is formed with an 
inwardly and downwardly inclined portion 
3S to clear the beading 10 and terminating 
in a straight extension 39. The straight ex 
tension 39 of the locking bar is adapted to 
protrude through a slot 40 formed in the 
cover 19 and connected with the aperture 41 
of the extension is the usual lock 42. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawing, 
the advantages of construction and of the 
method of operation will be readily appar 
ent to those skilled in the art to which the 
invention relates, and while I have de 
scribed the principles of operation of the de 
vice together with the device which I now 
consider to le the best embodiment thereof, 
I desire to have it understood that the device 
shown is merely illustrative and that such 
advantages may be made when desired as 
are within the scope of the claims appended 
thereto. 

I claim: 
1. In combination, a mail box comprising 

side and top walls instruck to provide a con 
till its heading, a closure for said box, and 
means not inted on the closure for swinging 
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the latter into engagement with the beading 
and rendering the box moisture proof. 

2. In combination, a mail box embodying 
side and top walls instruck to provide a con 
tinuous beading, a closure for said box, and 
means mounted on the closure for auto 
matically, swinging the latter into engage 
ment with the beading and rendering the 
box moisture proof. 3. In combination, a mail box embodying 
side and top walls, a closure for said box, 
means for hingedly connecting the closure 
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to said box for a vertical swinging move 
ment, and means mounted transversely of 
the closure at a point adjacent the lower 
edge thereof for automatically closing said 
closure. 

4. In combination, a mail box embodying 
side and top walls, a closure for said box 
formed at a point adjacent its upper edge 
with a slot, means for hingedly connecting 
the closure to said box for vertical swing 
ing movement, means mounted transversely 
of the closure for automatibally swinging 
the closure to a closed position, and means 
carried by the box and protruding through 
the slot of the cover for locking the closure. 

5. In a device of the class described, a 
mail box, a closure therefor, and means for 
swinging the closure into closed position, 
said means embodying a substantially U 
shaped bar mounted upon and transversely 
of said closure, and grooved weights mount 
ed on the terminals of the limbs of said bar 
the limbs of the bar engaging the grooves of 
the wedges and preventing any accidental 
rotation of the latter with respect to said 
limbs. 

6. In combination, a mail box embodying 
side and top walls, a closure for said box, 
means for pivotally connecting the closure 
between the side walls of the box for a verti 
cal swinging movement, means mounted 
transversely of the closure for automatically 
swinging the latter to a closed position, 
means formed integral with the top and side 
walls of the box for limiting the inward 
swinging movement of Said closure, and 
means carried by the closure for limiting the 
outward swinging movement thereof. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUE. W. BUCKWALTER. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM IEoNARD, 
MY RoN PowFIRs. 
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