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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
1939,504 

sHow CASE BASKET 
Melville R. Lee, St. Paul, Minn., assignor to Ex 

celsior Baking Company, Minneapolis, Minn., 
a corporation of Minnesota - 

Application March 16, 1933. serial No. 661,132 
: 6 Claims. 

. This invention relates to display means, and 
more particularly to a display case or basket of 
a portable type. . . . - 

... An object of this invention is to provide a tray 
or basket for display purposes which is relatively 
light in weight and which is constructed to re 
ceive a quantity of articles, the articles being 
maintained within the marginal portions of the 
basket while at the same time, being easily.seen 
and readily removed from the device. . . 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a relatively strongly constructed tray or basket 
structure which can be used in the distribution of 
articles Such as pastry, bread or the like, and 
which will hold the articles in a convenient po 
isition where the articles: can be readily viewed 
and also from which the articles may be readily 
removed. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a structure of this kind which is so constructed 
that it is substantially balanced in the center 
adjacent the rear thereof so that it can be readi 

..ly and conveniently carried in one handby a han 
idle structure positioned in the center of the de 
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wice. . . . - - . . - 

; : The above and various other objects and ad 
vantages of this invention will in part be de 
scribed and in part be understood from the fol 
lowing detailed description of the present pre 
ferred embodiment, the same being illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing wherein:- 

Figure 1 is a detail perspective view of a de 
vice constructed according to the preferred em 

: bodiment of this invention. 
85. Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view partly in - 

detail taken through the handle and showing the 
manner of securing the handle to the frame. 

Referring to the drawing wherein like numer 
ao of reference, designate corresponding parts. 

throughout the views, the numeral 10 designates 
generally a lower tray or basket which is con 
structed of a plurality of wires which are spaced 
apart and welded or otherwise secured together 
at their contacting points, the "tray or basket 10 

45 being constructed of longitudinal wires 11 and 
; : transverse wires 12. ... . . . . . . . 

The longitudinal wires or bars 1 are bent up 
... wardly about substantially rectangular-shaped 
frame members 13 and 14, the member 13 being 

... 50 a lower frame member and the member 14 being 
an upper frame member each constructed of a 
single piece of wire, the abutting ends, of which 
are butt welded or otherwise secured together to 
for a continuous frame member. . . 

. The longitudinal wires 11 are bent upwardly . 

(C1. 211-181) 
to form end members 15, which extend above the 
top frame member 14 and which are secured to 
a substantially L-shaped bar 16 constituting an 
extension of the end walls of the lower tray or 
basket 10. The transverse bars or wires 12 are 60 
bent upwardly at the front, as at 17, and termi 
nate coplanar with the upper frame member 14 
so as to provide a relatively shallow front edge to 
the tray 10. The back wall of the tray 10 is upwardly and rearwardly inclined by bending 65 
the wires or bars 12 upwardly and rearwardly, 
as at 18. . . . - . 
In this manner, the bottom of the tray 10 at 

the rear is offset forwardly for convenience in 
carrying so that the lower edge of the device will 70 
not chafe the person carrying the tray. An 
upper and rear tray structure, generally desig 
nated as 19, is secured to the lower tray 10 by 
means of corner posts 20 and 21, the posts 20 be 
ing the rear posts and the posts 21 being the front 
posts, which front posts are disposed rearwardly 
of the front wall of the lower tray 10 so that a 
portion of the lower tray will be exposed forward 
ly of the upper tray structure 19. . . s 
The upper tray or rack structure 19 comprises 80 

an upper wire 22 and a lower wire 23, which are 
spaced apart and spot welded or otherwise se 
cured to the corner posts 20 and 21, and these 
wire frame members 22 and 23 are constructed 
in endless or looped form by butt welding the 85. 
abutting ends of the members together. 
The upper rack or tray structure 19 includes 

end boxes 24 and an intermediate rack structure 
25. The end boxes or racks 24 are constructed of longitudinally extending bars 26 and trans-90 
verse bars 27 which are welded or otherwise Se 

'cured together at their meeting points, and the 
outer ends of the bottom longitudinal bars 26 are: 
Weded or otherwise Secured to the end Wall men 
ber 16. The transverse bars 27 have vertical ex-95 
tensions 28 at each end thereof, which vertical ex 
tensions are secured to the looped frame members 
22 and 23 and terminate at their upper ends co 
planar with the upper frame member 22. 
The bottom of the end rack or box 24 is disposed 100 

downwardly from the lower frame member 23, 
and this feature provides a relatively deep box or 
rack to receive articles such as bread which may 
be positioned in endwise position... An intermedi 
ate transverse member 29 is positioned between log 
a pair of the transverse bars 27 and this inter 
mediate bottom member 29 has only one vertical 
extension 30 which is connected to the rear of 
the frame members 22 and 23. 
The upper or intermediate tray or rack struc-ll0 
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2 
ture 25 comprises longitudinally extending bars 
31 and transverse bars 32. . The transverse bars 
32 have vertical extensions 33 at each end there 
of after the manner of the extensions 28, and 
these extensions 33 are secured as by Welding to 
the frame members 22 and 23. 
The upper or intermediate rack or tray 25 is of 

a narrower structure than the end racks or boxes 
24, and the upper frame member 23 is bent rear 
wardly, as at 34, and the lower tray member 23 is 
bent rearwardly, as at 35, so that the front and 
rear walls of the end and intermediate racks are 
formed of a continuous piece of wire, and these 
racks or trays communicate one with another at 
their adjacent ends. . . . . . . 

The longitudinal bars 31 are connected to the 
longitudinal bars 26 by means of extensions, 36 
which, in the present instance, are integral with 
each of these bars, so that a continuous bottom 
wall structure is provided, a portion of this bot 
ton wall constituting a side wall of the end boxes. 
The upper frame member 22 is forwardly offset, 
as at 37, being bent in the form of a substantially 
U-shape and this forward extension is braced 
as by forwardly inclined bracing members 38 
which are welded to the longitudinal bars 31 and 
terminate in vertical extensions 39. - 
: Additional bracing members 40 connect the 
forwardly inclined extensions 38 with the vertical 
members 39 at a point intermediate the upper and 
lower ends of these two members. A pair of 
looped bracing members 41 extend about the 
upper and lower tray members 10 and 19 at sub 
stantially the longitudinal center thereof, and 
these two bracing members 41 are positioned in 
contacting relation with each other and are 
welded to the upper and lower trays at the points 
of contact of these bracing members with the 
frame members 13, 14, 22 and 23. 
A handle comprising a channeled block or 

member 42 provided with a channel 43 is posi 
tioned between the rear side of the frame member 
22 and the bight of the U-shaped member 37 with 
the two bracing members. 41 positioned in the 
channel 43. The channel block 42 has a cover. 
or plate 44 secured as by rivets 45 to the top 
thereof so as to cover the channel 43, and these 
rivets or securing members 45 are preferably 
positioned between the two bracing members 41. 
The forward end of the handle Structure includ 
ing the block 42 and the plate 44 is cut out, as at 
46, to receive the bight of the U-shaped member 
37 and in like manner, the rear end of the handle 
is recessed, as at 47, to engage beneath the rear 
of the frame member 22. . . . . 
A leg structure comprising a pair of U-shaped 

bars or members. 48 is Secured to the lower tray 
10, the leg members 48 having the bight thereof 
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projected below the bottom of the tray 10. In 
this manner, the articles positioned in the lower 
tray 10 will not be disturbed or injured by posi 
tioning the display structure hereinbefore de 
Scribed on an uneven Surface. '. 

Preferably, the upper frame member 22, is 
downwardly and forwardly inclined so that only 
a relatively Small amount of wire will be posi 
tioned on the forward side of the upper tray. 
The end posts 20 and 21 not only support the 
rear and upper tray structure 19 in a position 
spaced upwardly from the lower tray 10 but also 
constitute corner members for the end trays or 
boxes 24. . . . . 

In the use of this device, the desired articles 
in the form of pies, cakes or the like may be posi 
tioned in the lower tray 10, which is relatively 

1939,504 
wide as well as long or, if desired, a number of 
loaves of bread may be positioned in this tray 
although the upper tray structure 19 is particu 
larly designed to hold a number of loaves of 
bread, these loaves being positioned in a vertical 
position within this upper tray structure. The 
handle structure is positioned in the center of 
the case and is so positioned that the case when 
filled will be readily balanced from the center 
position. So that the device can be readily carried 3 

8) 

5 
in One hand. 

It is, of course, understood that various changes 
and modifications may be made in the details of 
construction and design of the above Specifically 
described embodiment of this invention without 9) 
departing from the Spirit thereof, Such changes 
and modifications being restricted only by the 
scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A portable display means comprising tWO 95 

wire trays one of said trays being narrower than 
the other and constituting an upper tray, means 
for supporting the upper tray in spaced relation 
to the other or lower tray, a bracing means en 
gaging about the tWO trays at Substantially, the 1)0 
longitudinal center thereof, said upper tray com 
prising an intermediate tray portion and end 
tray portions, Said end tray portions having the 
bottom thereof disposed in downwardly offset 
relation to the intermediate portion and said end 105 
tray portions having a portion of the forward 
wall thereof forwardly offset whereby to receive 
and Support elongated articles, in vertical posi 
tion. 

2. A display means comprising an upper tray, 10 
a lower tray, each of Said trays comprising upper 
and lower wire looped members, a plurality of 
longitudinally extending bars extending within 
the lower frame member of each tray and termi 
nating at each end in vertical extensions secured:15 
to each loop and acting to hold the loops in spaced 
relation to each other, transversely extending 
bars coacting with the longitudinal bars to form 
a substantially... web-like bottom structure for 
each tray, said transverse bars terminating at 20 
each end in vertical extensions. Secured to the 
loops and coacting with the vertical extensions 
of the longitudinal, bars to hold the loops in 
spaced relation to each other, a transversely ex 
tending Supporting means engaging the lower 25 
tray adjacent each end thereof to support the 
lower tray in upwardly spaced relation to a plane 
Surface, a bracing means engaging about the two 
trays, and means for supporting the upper tray 
in upwardly spaced relation to the lower tray:30 
and adjacent the rear wall of the lowertray. 

3. A display means comprising two tray mem 
bers, and means for securing the members to 
gether in Superposed and spaced relation to each 
other, one of said members comprising an inter-, 35 
mediate tray portion and end tray portions 
having downwardly offset bottoms, each of said 
end tray portions communicating with said inter 
mediate tray portion. . 

4. A display means comprising two tray mem-. 
bers, and means for securing the members in 
Superposed and Spaced relation to each other, 
One of Said members comprising an intermediate 

40 

tray portion and end tray portions, said end tray 
portions having downwardly offset bottom por 
tions and forwardly offset front portions, each of 
Said end tray portions communicating with said 
intermediate tray portion. 

5. A display means comprising two tray mem 
bers, and means for securing the members to-150 
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1989,504 
gether in superposed and spaced relation to each 
other, one of said members comprising an inter 
mediate tray portion and end tray portions, said 
end tray portions having forwardly offset front 
walls, each of said end tray portions communicat 
ing with said intermediate tray portion. 

6. A portable display means comprising two 
trays one of said trays being narrower than the 
other and constituting an upper tray, means for 
supporting the upper tray in spaced relation to 

3 
the other or lower tray, said upper tray Com 
prising an intermediate tray portion, an end 
tray portion, said end tray portions having the 
bottom thereof. disposed in downwardly offset 
relation to the intermediate portion and said end 
tray portions having a portion of the forward 
wall thereof forwardly offset whereby to receive 
and support elongated articles in vertical posi 
tion. 
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