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This invention relates to collapsible type wire holders 
for milk cartons and the like, to facilitate handling of 
the cartons and pouring of the contents therefrom as 
from a pitcher. 
The object of this invention is to provide a simple 

collapsible wire-frame holder for milk or cream cartons 
and the like, with a handle for application to a carton to 
facilitate the handling of the carton and its use as a 
pitcher, without danger of its slipping or being acci 
dentally crushed, as might happen when it is handled 
without this holder, because of the usual slippery wax 
finish on these cartons, their fragility and the mass of the 
liquid contents. 
A further object is to make this holder with a wire 

frame handle linked between two wire loops for properly 
vertically spacing the loops when placed around the 
carton, and to fix a pair of basket wires under the lower 
loop for the bottom of the carton to rest on when the 
holder is applied thereto. 

Other and more specific objects will appear in the foll 
lowing detailed description of one form of the present 
invention as illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the holder in folded or 
collapsed position. 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the holder as applied to a car 
ton, and 

Fig. 3 is a front view thereof. 
The holder illustrated in this drawing is made entirely 

of heavy wire framework comprising an upper loop 
frame 10, a lower loop frame 12, and an intermediate. 
handle frame 14 linked between the two loops by hinged 
eye connections. The lower loop frame has a pair of 
rectangular basket wires 16 fixed under the loop to form 
a shallow basket in which the carton 18 fits and into 
which it may be placed either before or after passing the 
upper loop over the carton. The upper loop may be 
made to fit loosely around the body of the carton and 
has to be at least large enough to pass over the flanged 
top 20 of the carton or other container with which it is 
to be used. 
The upper loop has its open ends terminating in a pair 

of parallel eyelets 22 extending rearwardly from the mid 
dle of its rear side. These eyelets are held together by 
the upper end of the handle frame, which has a trans 
verse portion 24 passing through the eyelets to form a 
hinge therewith, and side portions 26 which are bent at 
right angles to the hinge portion 24 on the outside of 
the eyelets. The side portions of the handle frame are 
curved rearwardly to provide a suitable handle clear 
ance between the handle and the rear side of the carton 
to allow a convenient hand grip around the handle, when 

Sc, 
The lower ends of the side portions 26 are formed 

into eyelets 28, which are loosely hinged by interlooping 
with a pair of parallel eyelets 30 formed at the open 
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ends of the lower loop and extending rearwardly and up 
wardly from the middle of its rear side. Eyelets 30 may 
be made in parallel planes normal to the rear side of the 
loop of frame 12, and eyelets 28 in a plane normal to 
these planes. 
The hinged connections at the top and bottom of the 

handle frame permit the device to be folded or collapsed 
into a substantially flat rectangular space, when it is not 
applied to the carton, for convenient handling and stow 
age when the device is not in use, as well as for pack 
ing and distribution by the manufacturer of these de 
vices in conveniently small box containers. 
While only one form of carton is shown in the draw 

ing, it will be readily understood that the device is ap 
plied to other forms and sizes of milk or cream or other 
liquid cartons or containers within a wide range of di 
mensions, because cylindrical containers, such as cans 
may also be held similarly by this device even though 
they are considerably smaller in girth than the loop 
frames of the device, and even though they may be con 
siderably taller than the cartons shown. In any case, 
the top of the container may be passed up through the 
upper loop frame sufficiently to clear the lower loop 
frame and then set down into the lower loop frame while 
the upper loop is held up in a horizontal position. Then, 
as the upper loop is released, it will drop to a diagonal 
position so as to wedge itself against the front and rear 
sides of the container, and thus take up any play from 
front to rear between the handle and the upper portion 
of the carton, so as to steady it in the tipping operation 
for pouring the contents from the container. Thus a 
steady operation is provided for a wide range of sizes 
and shapes of containers, with one side of the device, al 
tho suitable sizes of the device may be made to fit more 
closely each size of standard cartons of any particular 
liquid commodity, for use with corresponding sizes of 
cartons, in accordance with the demand. 
Many obvious modifications in sizes and arrangements 

of the detail forms of the several parts of this device 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope 
of this invention, as defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A carton holder comprising a pair of open wire 

loops formed to fit loosely around the upper and lower 
portions of a carton, each loop having parallel eyelets 
formed from its adjacent open ends, and a stiff wire 
handle hingedly linked between the eyelets and out 
wardly curved in normal use to provide convenient 
handling, said lower loop having wire portions forming 
a shallow basket to support the bottom of the carton. 

2. A carton holder as defined in claim 1, said handle 
comprising a substantially narrow inverted U-shaped 
wire, the Cnds of the sides of the U being formed into 
eyelets linked to the eyelet ends of said lower wire loop, 
and the closed end of the U being substantially rectangu 
lar, the transverse portion between the sides of the U 
being passed through the eyelets of the upper loop. 
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