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Application December 14, 1931, serial No. 580,751 
10 Claims. (CI. 229-17) 

This invention relates to a dispensing container 
in which absorbent cotton or other merchandise 
may be packed and fully protected against con 
tamination, exposure and foreign matter and 
from which it can be conveniently dispensed 
when material is desired for use. 
Absorbent cotton has generally been packed 

in containers which leave the cotton exposed 
to the atmosphere and foreign matter, greatly 
increasing the danger of contamination and in 
fection. Absorbent cotton dispensers heretofore 
used which do protect the contents to some ex 
tent have all been very expensive to make, the 
cost of the container often being more than the 
cost of the contents. I have met this problem 
by providing a dispensing container of paper 
material which can be made by automatic ma 
chinery now in use at a very little cost. The con 
tainer can be made from a single blank of paper 
material cut by automatic machinery to the prop 
er shape and then folded and cemented together 
by a folding and gluing machine. 
An object of my invention is to provide a con 

tainer in which material can be packed and 
Shipped and from which the material packed 
therein can be dispensed in an efficient and at 
tractive manner with full protection to the con 
stents against exposure, contamination or foreign' 
matter at all times. Another object of my invention is to provide 
a dispensing container particularly adapted to 
dispense absorbent Cotton which fully protects 
and Safeguards the material contained therein 
against foreign matter and contamination, which 
is fully, closed when not in use and which can be 
opened to permit access to the dispensing medium 
from which the cotton is dispensed when desired 
for use. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

dispensing container which is economical to 
manufacture, which fully protects the contents 
at all times, which is sturdy and strong in con 
struction, and which can be made in a variety 
of attractive designs and patterns. 

Other objects of this invention will become 
apparent as the disclosure proceeds. . 
Although the novel features which are believed 

to be characteristic of this invention will be 
particularly pointed out in the claims appended 
hereto, the invention itself, as to its objects and 
advantages, and the manner in which it may be 
carried out, may be better understood by refer 
ring to the following description taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings form 
ing a part thereof, in which 

Fig. 1 is a cutout blank from which the com 
plete dispensing container may be made; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the dispensing 
container formed from the blank shown in Fig 
lure 1 in the process of assembly; s 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the packed con 
tainer, certain parts being opened to show more 
clearly the interior construction; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the complete 
packed container with the cover portion in raised 10 
position; - 

Fig. 5 is a vertical cross sectional view through 
the completed container showing the contents 
packed therein; 

Fig. 6 is a cutout blank of modified form from 15 
which the body portion and dispensing portion 
of the container may be made; 

Fig. 7 shows a cutout blank from which the 
cover portion of the container formed from the 
blank shown in Figure 6 may be made; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the completed 
20 

container formed from the blank shown in Figure 
6 and Figure 7, the cover portion being raised 
from the body portion thereof; 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the cover portion 25 
of the container shown in Figure 8 as it appears 
in the process of assembly; 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the body por 
tion and dispensing portion of the container as 
formed from the blank shown in Figure 6; 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of a container of 
30 

further modified form, the body portion and cov 
er portion of this container being formed from a 
single blank with the dispensing portion as a Sep 
arate unit inserted therein, the dispensing por- 35 
tion being shown in dotted lines; 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a separate dis 
pensing portion adapted to fit within the body 
portion of the container shown in Figure 11; 

Fig. 13 shows a cutout blank from which the 40 
dispensing portion shown in Figure 12 may be 
made; Fig. 14' is a perspective view of the dispensing 
portion or unit of the container in the process of 
assembly; 

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the dispensing 
unit completely assembled, certain parts being 
broken away to illustrate more particularly the 
construction; 

Fig. 16 is a perspective view of the dispens- 5 
ing container as completely assembled; and 

Fig. 17 is a perspective view of a modified 
form of dispensing unit which is provided with 

45 

a collar portion adapted to rest On the bottom 
of the container. 55 
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Similar reference characters refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views of the draw 
gS. 
I have shown in Fig. 1 a blank from which my 

dispensing container may be made. The blank 
generally comprises the body forming portion 
B, a dispensing forming portion D, and a cover 
forming portion C. The body forming portion 
B Comprises rear Wall 20, front wall 2 and end 
walls 22 and 23, all hinged together along the 
Score lines 24. In assembling the container a 
flap 25 hinged to the rear wall 2 along the 
Score line 26 is cemented or otherwise Secured to 
the free edge of the side wall 22, as shown in 
Fig. 2 of the drawings. Bottom flaps 27 are 
hinged respectively to the front wall 2, rear wall 
20 and side walls 22 and 23 along the score lines 
28. The bottom flaps 27 are folded inwardly, po 
sitioned in Superimposed relationship and ce 
mented together to form the bottom wall of the 
container. 
The dispensing medium D is shaped in the form 

of a box and comprises a top or dispensing wall 
29 which may be hinged along the score line 30 
to the top edge of the front wall 2 of the con 
tainer. The bottom or guiding wall 3 is con 
nected to and held spaced from the dispensing 
wall 29 by the side wall 32 defined by the score 
lines 33 and 4f. A front flap 38 hinged to the 
guiding wall 3 along the score line 39 and side 
flaps 40 hinged to the dispensing wall 29 along 
the score lines 4 may be folded inwardly to com 
plete the dispensing medium. The dispensing 
medium as thus formed comprises a separate cell 
or unit hinged to the top edge of the body por 
tion, as shown in Fig. 2. Cement X or other se 
curing means may be placed on the side wall 32 
to connect the free edge of the dispensing medl 
um to the rear wall 20 of the container and thus 
maintain the dispensing medium in proper posi 
tion. 
In packing the container the absorbent cotton 

K, in rope form as shown in Figs. 3 and 5, is coiled 
within the body portion of the container. One 
end of the cotton rope is threaded through an 
enlarged guiding aperture 37 in the bottom or 
guiding wall 3 and up through a small dispens 
ing aperture 34 in the top or dispensing wall 29. 
A plurality of fingers 35 formed by cutting radi 
ating slits 36 in the dispensing wall 29 extend 
from and surround the dispensing aperture 34. 
The fingers 35 are resilient and may be pulled 
upwardly by the cotton rope as it is drawn 
through the dispensing aperture. The resilient 
fingers 35, however, hold the protruding end of 
the cotton rope and prevent it from slipping Out 
of the dispensing aperture and dropping into the 
container where it cannot be reached. The guid 
ing aperture 37 directs the cotton rope into dis 
pensing position so that the rope moves through 
the dispensing aperture in a vertical direction 
and prevents binding of the rope against the re 
silient fingers 35 as it passes through the con 
tracted dispensing aperture. 
The rear wall 20 of the body portion is pro 

vided with an extension portion 42 which ex 
tends a slight, distance above the top of the front 
wall 2 and side walls 22 and 23 for a purpose 
hereafter described. The cover portion C of the 
container comprises a top wall portion 43 hinged 
to the extension portion 42 along the score line 
44. The cover portion is provided with side 
flanges 45 hinged to the top wall 43 along the 
score lines 46. The front flange 48 of the cov 
er is hinged to the top wall 43 along the Score 

2,017,178 
line 49. Tab portions 47 hinged to the side flaps 
45 may be folded inwardly and glued to the in 
side face of the front flange 48 in a well known 
manner. The lining flaps 50 are then folded in 
Wardly and glued to the inside face of the side is 
flanges 45 and in the same manner the lining flap 
5f is folded inwardly and glued to the inside 
flange of the front flange 48. A complete cover 
for the container formed integral with the body 
portion is thus provided. 0. 

It will be noted that when the container is 
filled with cotton rope ready to be dispensed the 
end of the cotton rope extends a short distance 
above the dispensing wall 29 to permit the end 
to be grasped. The extension portion 42 of the 15 
rear wall 20 is provided to raise the top wall 
43 of the cover portion C above the dispensing 
wall 29 and prevent the cover from being jammed , 
down over the end of the cotton rope which 
projects above the dispensing Wall 29. The side 20 
flanges 45 and the front flap 48 of the cover are 
arranged to telescope over the outside face of 
the side walls 22 and 23 and the front wall 2 
of the container, as shown in Fig. 5. To this end 
the score lines 46 and 49 in the oover portion 25 
are Offset outwardly With respect to the Score 
lines 24 defining the corners of the body portion 
and when the cover is assembled it will be of 
Sufficiant size to telescope over the front and side 
walls of the body portion as shown. 30 

If desired, the cover of the container may be 
formed in a separate piece. I have shown in 
Figs. 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 a dispensing container 
of this design. The blank shown in Fig. 6 of 
the drawings forms the body portion B and the 35 
dispensing portion ID of the container which 
are identically the same as shown in Fig. 1 
of the drawings with one exception. Where the 
parts are identical, however, same reference 
characters have been used and it is believed un- 40 
necessary to further describe them. The differ 
ence between the blanks shown in Figs. 6 and 1 
resides in the connecting collar portion 70 pro 
vided between the dispensing portion D and the 
body portion B of Figure 6 which is not shown in 45 
Fig. 1. The collar portion 70 permits the top 
wall 29 of the dispensing unit to be raised above 
the top edge of the body portion so that the 
upper part of the unit forms a collar Over which 
the cover member telescopes. A strip 7, the 50 
width of which is approximately the thickness 
of the side walls of the body portion, and de 
fined from the front wall 2 and the top wall 
29 by the score lines 72, provides a shoulder 
against which the cover flange is adapted to seat. 65 
The cover member C may be formed from a 

blank, as shown in Fig. 7, comprising the top 
wall portions 13 and the flange portions 74 hinged 
to the respective top wall portions 73 along the 
score lines 75. In assembling the cover mem- 60 
ber, the flanges 74 are bent into tubular form 
with the tab portion 76 Cemented or otherwise 
secured to the free edge of the flange at the 
opposite end of the blank, as clearly shown in 
Fig. 9. The top wall portions 73 are then folded 65 
inwardly in Superimposed relationship and ce 
mented together to form the top wall of the 
cover member. The cover member thus com 
pletely formed is shown in Fig. 8 and is of such 
size as to telescope over the projecting part of 70 
the dispensing medium, with the free edge of 
the flanges 74 seating upon the top edge of the 
front, rear and side walls of the body portion. 
As another possible modification, the cover 

member may be formed integral with the body 75 
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2,017,176 3 
portion of the container and the dispensing me- The side walls 00, O2, 03 and 04 of the dis 
dium may be formed as a separate unit. I have 
shown in Figs. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 a dispensing 
medium thus constructed. The body portion B 
in Figure 11 and Figure 1 are identical, carry 
the Same reference characters and will not be 
further described. The cover portion shown in 
Figure 11 is identical to the cover member C 
shown in Figure 7 except that one of the flanges 
of the cover portion T4 is integral with the rear 
Wall 20 of the body portion and hinged thereto 
along the score line 19. In the construction 
shown in Figure 11 the rear wall 20 of the body 
portion is the same height as the front wall 2 
and side walls 22 and 23, the extension portion 
42 having been eliminated. 
The separate dispensing unit comprises a top 

or dispensing wall 80 and a bottom or guid 
ing wall 8 held in spaced relationship by the 
Connecting side wall 82 defined by the score 
lines 83. In forming the dispensing unit, the 
end flange 9 hinged to the bottom wall 8 along 
the score line 92 is cemented or otherwise Se 
cured to the end flange 85 hinged to the top 
Wall along the score line, 86, as shown in Figs. 
14 and 15. Tab portions 88 hinged to the con 
lecting side wall 82 are turned inwardly and 
are glued to the outside face of the side walls 
89 which are hinged to the bottom wall 8 along 
the score line 90. The tab portions 87 hinged 
to the flange 85 are likewise cemented to the 
Outside face of the flange 89 and as the final 
operation, the side flanges 83' are cemented to 
the respective flanges 89 and the tabs 87 and 88. 
The dispensing unit or cell is telescoped into 
the body portion of the container and it is pref 
erably glued in fixed position so that a part 
thereof extends above the top edge of the 
body, as shown in Figure 11. The cover por 
tion C then telescopes over the projecting 
portion of the dispensing unit and rests upon 
the top edge of the body member when the 
COver is closed. That part of the dispensing unit 
which projects above the body portion forms a 
Collar which guides the cover portion into clos 
ing position and also frictionally engages the 
Cover member to hold the same in closed po 
sition. 

I have shown in Figs. 16 and 17 a possible 
fourth modification of my dispensing container. 
In this form the body portion B and the cover 
portion C are formed from the same blank 
and are identical to that shown in Figure 11 
and just described. The dispensing medium D, 
however, is formed from a separate piece of ma 
terial, as shown in Fig. 17, and comprises the 
usual dispensing wall 29, guiding wall 3, con 
necting side wall 32, side flanges 49 and front 
flange 39, as heretofore described in connection 
with dispensing medium shown in Figure 1. 
Now the top wall 29 of the dispensing unit 

shown in Figure 17 is formed integral with and 
hinged to a wall portion 00 along the score line 
f0. The side walls f O2, 03 and 04 are all 
formed from the same blank as the rear wall foo, 
top wall 29, and bottom wall 3 above described. 
The side walls 00, O2, 03 and 04 are defined 
by score lines 05 which form the corners of the 
unit. The side walls are bent into tubular form 
and the unit assembled. A flap 06 hinged to the 
rear wall 00 along the score line foll is cemented 
or otherwise Secured to the free edge of the side 
Wall 04, as shown in Figure 17. The dispensing 
unit thus constructed telescopes into the body 
portion of the container, as shown in Figure 6. 

which extends into and is secured to the Open 

pensing unit are of greater height than the side 
walls of the body portion B of the container so 
that the top portion of the dispensing unit Df 
projects a short distance above the top edge of 5 
the body portion of the container, as shown in . 
Figure 16. The top portion of the dispensing unit 
thus forms a cover which guides the cover portion 
Clinto seating position on the body portion and 
also frictionally engages the cover to hold the 10 
same in closed position. The lower edge of the 
side walls f OO, O2, 03 and O4 of the dispensing 
unit preferably rest on the bottom wall of the 
container. These side Walls greatly reinforce and 
strengthen the body portion and the container as 5 
a whole. 

It is now Seen that I have provided a dispens 
ing container formed from paper blanks which 
can be stamped out by automatic machines now 
in use. There is very little waste of paper mate- 20 
rial resulting from the Cutting operation in mak 
ing my container since the blanks are substan 
tially rectangular. The blanks can be folded and 
assembled on automatic folding and gluing ma 
chines. The entire container can thus be pro- 25 
duced automatically at a fraction of the cost of 
dispensing containers of this type now in use. It 
is evident that the dispensing container here 
shown may be used for dispensing materials other 
than absorbent cotton and I contemplate using 30 
my dispensing container to dispense other mate 
rials and other articles of merchandise. The ma 
terials packed therein are fully protected from 
exposure and contamination at all times and the 
container can be made in any number of attrac-35 
tive shapes and designs to accommodate a variety 
of uses. 
While certain novel features of the invention 

have been disclosed and are pointed out in the 
annexed claims, it will be understood that various 40 
omissions, substitutions and changes may be 
made by those skilled in the art without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A dispensing container of the character de 

scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, said dispensing medium including a top 
wall and side walls, said side walls having a part 

45 

50 

end of said body portion and another part which 
extends outside said body portion to form a collar, 
and a cover adapted to telescope over said collar 
forming part. 

2. A dispensing container of the character de 
scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, said dispensing medium including a top 
wall and side walls, said side walls having a part to 
which extends into and is secured to the open 
end of said body portion and another part which 
extends outside said body portion to form a Col 
lar, and a cover comprising a top wall and side 
flanges, said cover being adapted to telescope Over 85 
said collar forming part with the side flanges 
resting on the top edge of the body portion when 
the cover is in closed position. 

3. A dispensing container of the character de 
scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens- 70 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, said dispensing medium having a top 
wall hinged to said body portion, a slit dispens 
ing aperture in said top wall, and side walls hav 
ing a portion thereof telescoped into the body 75 

55 
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4. 2,017,176 
portion and a portion which extends outside said 
body portion to form a cover-receiving collar. 

4. A dispensing container of the character de 
Scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, said dispensing medium having a top 
wall hinged to said body portion along the top 
edge thereof, a slit dispensing aperture in said top 
wall, a bottom wall connected to said top wall 
along a free edge thereof, a guiding aperture in 
said bottom wall, side walls connecting said top 
and bottom walls, retaining the same in fixed 
spaced relationship. 

5. A dispensing container of the character de 
Scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, Said dispensing medium having a top 
wall hinged to Said body portion along the top 
edge thereof, a slit dispensing aperture in said top 
wall, a hinge portion connecting said top wall to 
said bottom portion, said hinge portion compris 
ing hinge parts, one of Said parts extending in 
wardly into the container, and the other part ex 
tending upwardly outside said body portion to 
form a cover-receiving guide. 

6. A dispensing container of the character de 
scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, said dispensing medium having a top 
wall hinged to said body portion along the top 
edge thereof, said top wall being of sufficient area. 
to cover the open top of Said body portion, flanges 
connected to said top Wall having a part which 
extends into and is secured to the open end of 
said body portion and another part which extends 
outside Said body portion to form a collar, and 
means for Securing said flanges to the body 
portion. 

7. A dispensing container of the character de 
scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium, said dispensing medium having a 
top wall, a slit dispensing aperture in Said top 

wall, said top wall being of sufficient area to cover 
the open top of said body portion, side Walls Con 
nected to said top Wall, means for rigidly Secur 
ing said side walls to said body portion, a, bottom 
wall connected to said side walls retaining said 
bottom wall substantially parallel to said top wall 
and a guiding aperture in Said bottom Wall. 

8. A dispensing container of the character de 
scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium, said dispensing medium being so ar 
ranged as to telescope into the open end of Said 
body portion, said dispensing medium comprising 
top, bottom and side Walls, a slit dispensing aper 
ture in the top wall and a guiding aperture in the 
bottom wall thereof, said side walls connecting 
and retaining said top and bottom walls in fixed 
spaced relationship. 

O 
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9. A dispensing container of the character de 
scribed comprising a body portion and a dispens 
ing medium formed from a single blank of sheet 
material, said dispensing medium including a top 
wall and side walls, said side walls having a part 
which extends into and is secured to the open end 
of Said body portion and another part which ex 
tends outside said body portion to form a collar, 
a cover adapted to telescope over said dispensing 
medium, and means for maintaining the cover 
spaced from the top wall of the dispensing me 
dium when the cover is in closed position. 

10. A dispensing container of the character de 
Scribed, comprising a body portion and a dis 
pensing medium, said dispensing medium includ 
ing a top wall and side walls, said side walls hav 
ing a part which extends into the open end of said 
body portion, and another part which extends 
cutside said body portion to form a collar, a 
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cover adapted to telescope Over said dispensing 
medium, and means for maintaining said cover 
spaced from the top Wall of the dispensing me 
dium when the cover is in closed position. 

CHAMPE. s. ANDREws. 
40 


